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Her  enthusiastic  approval  of  the  idea  of  this  book, 
and  her  encouragement  after  reading  its  beginnings,  fur¬ 
nished  the  incentive  to  complete  it. 


Her  interest  in  the  history  of  the  family  and  her 
great  love  and  service  to  her  own  generation  and  those 
that  have  followed  will  never  be  forgotten  by  her  many 
nieces  and  nephews  mentioned  herein. 


May  the  generations  to  come  continue  to  respect  and 
hold  in  affection  those  that  have  passed  before. 
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PRE  FACE 

It  seems  fitting  in  attempting  to  prepare  a  family  rec¬ 
ord,  that  the  additional  effort  should  be  made  to  show  the 
background  of  the  man  from  whom  we  are  descended  that  we 
may  have  an  understanding  of  his  racial  characteristics  and 
some  knowledge  of  the  kind  of  blood  that  flows  in  our  veins. 
Therefore,  if  you  will  bear  with  me,  I  would  like  to  take  you 
back  to  the  earliest  known  records  of  the  De  Witts  and  then 
show  in  more  complete  detail,  the  genealogy  of  our  family  in 
America  from  the  first  settler,  Tjerck  Claessen  De  Witt  from 
whom  all  of  our  name  seem  to  have  descended. 

Before  leading  you  into  all  the  maze  of  detail  necessary 
to  give  you  the  history  of  our  family,  I  would  like  the  privilege 
of  quoting  from  an  address  given  many  years  ago  at  a  family 
reunion  by  Judge  Alfonso  Taft,  the  father  of  William  Howard 
Taft,  in  which  he  gives  us  a  pretty  sensible  idea  of  the  correct 
attitude  towards  genealogy.  Here  is  what  he  had  to  say: 

“Genealogical  research  is  often  derided,  but  it  is  fasi- 
nating  and  when  pursued  with  reason,  has  a  wholesome  and 
beneficial  influence.  Nor  is  the  value  of  that  influence  de¬ 
pendent  upon  the  distinguished  character  of  our  ancestry.  It 
is  certainly  much  more  agreeable,  and  satisfactory  to  find 
them  at  least,  respectable.  The  very  desire  one  feels,  as  he 
reads  the  record,  to  find  evidence  of  good  character  in  his 
ancestry,  even  of  eminence,  strongly  tends  to  cherish  in  him 
a  regard  for  the  good  and  eminent,  however  he  may  be  disap¬ 
pointed  in  looking  for  it  among  his  own  proginitors.  But  if  he 
finds  a  sound  basis  of  character  in  the  beginning,  and  a  steady 
advance  in  culture  afterwards,  each  generation  trying  to  make 
the  condition  of  the  next  better  than  its  own,  he  will  receive  a 
still  more  wholesome  stimulus.  No  man  can  DELIBERATELY 
be  the  first  to  dishonor  the  name  and  blood  of  his  ancestors. 

“The  study  of  genealogy,  therefore,  to  a  reasonable  ex¬ 
tent,  whatever  be  the  character  of  the  retrospect,  is  salutory, 
provided  always  that  it  be  not  prompted  by  mere  vanity. 

Weak  minds  may  sometimes  feed  their  self-conceit  on  the 
deeds  of  their  fathers.  To  be  puffed  up  with  self-esteem  on 
ancestral  account  is  ridiculus.  But  it  is  no  crime,  and  no 
weakness,  to  appreciate  the  character  and  achievements  of 
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2  GASHERIE  DE  WITT  II 

those  who  have  preceded  us,  and  to  emulate  their  virtues. 
Nor  is  it  unnatural  or  unreasonable,  that  a  man  should  in¬ 
quire  into  his  own  antecedents.” 


Therefore,  with  these  thoughts  before  us,  let  us  turn 
back  the  pages  of  history  and  travel  to  old  Holland,  the  coun¬ 
try  from  which  our  Dutch  ancestry  originated.  In  the  Royal 
Library  at  the  Hague,  the  “Geschlacten  Von  Dordricht,”  gives 
the  descent  of  the  De  Witt  Family  in  an  unbroken  line  from  the 
year  1295  to  September  8,  1639.  The  name  is  a  respected  one 
in  Holland  and  the  De  Witts  were  closely  identified  with  that 
country’s  history. 

To  obtain  the  historical  data  included  in  the  following 
pages,  reference  has  been  made  and  assistance  given  from  the 
following  sources  and  by  the  individuals  mentioned  below:  The 
Documentary  History  of  New  York  State;  The  De  Witt  Family 
of  Ulster  County,  N.  Y.;  Year  Books  of  the  Holland  Society  of 
New  York;  Schoonmaker’s  History  of  Kingston,  N.  Y.;  Josiah 
Hornblower  and  the  First  Steam  Engine  in  America;  The  Na¬ 
tional  Cyclopaedia  of  American  Biography;  A  number  of  gene¬ 
alogies  such  as  “The  Harvey  Book;”  Dutch  Church  records  in 
New  York  City  and  Ulster  County;  Olde  Ulster  Magazine; 
family  bibles,  records  kept  by  Gasherie  and  Jennie  (Dowling) 
De  Witt;  the  much  appreciated  assistance  rendered  by  our 
distant  cousin,  William  C.  De  Witt,  City  Historian  of  Kingston, 
N.  Y.  and  Miss  M.  Frances  Ferris,  Librarian  of  the  Genealog¬ 
ical  Department  of  the  Syracuse  Public  Library;  The  co¬ 
operation  of  all  the  grandchildren  of  Gasherie  De  Witt  II;  and 
last,  but  not  least,  Elizabeth  S.  De  Witt  who  created  the  urge 
on  my  part  to  begin  this,  THE  FAMILY  RECORD.  To  obtain 
the  current  family  information,  blank  forms  were  sent  to  all 
the  grandchildren  with  the  request  for  complete  information 
on  their  individual  families  and  the  families  of  each  of  their 
married  children.  It  was  from  these  records  returned  by 
them  that  the  history  of  the  family  has  been  completed  to 
date.  If  some  details  seem  to  be  lacking  it  is  because  com¬ 
plete  information  was  not  furnished  in  all  cases. 

It  may  seem  to  some  that  too  much  personal  data  has 
been  included,  and  this  is  true  from  a  strictly  genealogical 
attitude.  However  it  was  felt  that  future  generations  may  have 
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an  interest  in  learning  how  things  were  done  in  the  long  ago, 
therefore  some  obituaries,  accounts  of  weddings,  etc.  have 
been  included.  The  desire  has  been  to  make  this  book  pri¬ 
marily  of  interest  to  the  immediate  family  and  therefore  oth¬ 
ers  who  read  it  are  asked  to  share  this  viewpoint  and,  while 
reading,  to  try  and  consider  themselves  for  the  moment,  one  of 
us,  rather  than  as  a  stranger  browsing  in  another’s  records. 

To  understand  the  INDEX  (page  133)  it  is  essential  that 
the  paragraphs  preceding  it  are  read  carefully.  Some  family 
wills,  agreements  and  other  information  has  been  added  in  an 
APPENDIX  and  it  is  suggested  that  the  descendants  of 
GASHERIE  DE  WITT  II  can  keep  their  individual  record  up- 
to-date  by  including  all  future  family  events  as  they  occur,  in 
the  APPENDIX.  Extra  blank  pages  have  been  included  for 
this  purpose. 

The  hundreds  of  hours  spent  in  the  assembly  of  this 
record  have  been  well  worth  while  and  it  is  my  hope  that  the 
reader  may  find  a  small  fraction  of  the  enjoyment  that  it  has 
brought  to  me.  If  it  serves  to  help  bind  the  family  more 
closely  together  and  proves  an  incentive  to  some  future  gene¬ 
alogist  to  complete  the  entire  DE  WITT  RECORD,  I  shall  feel 
well  repaid. 
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THE  DEWITT  FAMILY  COAT-OF-ARMS 

“The  Coat-of- Arms  of  the  DeWitts  of  Dordrecht,  Holland 
are  described  thus:  ‘de  sinople  un  levrier,  et  un  braque  esttout 
d’argent  2  et  1 .  Cr.’le  lievre  est  entre  vol  de  sinople  d’argent.’ 

“Recently  I  found  when  searching  in  the  old  records  of 
the  Ulster  County  Clerk’s  Office,  the  wax  impression  of  a  seal, 
which  would  undoubtedly  be  accepted  by  any  authority  as  abso¬ 
lute  proof.  It  is  on  page  39  7,  of  Book  AA,  the  first  volume  of 
the  so-called  English  records,  to  distinguish  them  from  the 
earliest  records  which  were  entirely  in  Dutch.  Unfortunately 
several  of  the  preceeding  pages  are  missing,  evidently  torn 
out  through  carelessness  but  fortunately  enough  remains  to 
show  that  the  record  was  connected  with  the  settlement  of 
Tjerck  Claessen  De  Witt’s  estate  after  the  death  of  his  widow, 
Barbara  (Andriessen)  De  Witt,  and  is  dated  February  30,  1716- 
17.  The  wax  seal  attached  to  the  signature  Major  Johannis 
Hardenbergh,  one  of  the  gentlemen  who  assisted  in  the  final 
settlement  of  the  estate,  was  stamped  with  a  seal,  engraved 
with  the  Coat- of- Arms  borne  by  Jan  De  Witt,  the  Grand 
Pensionary  of  Holland,  and  his  family,  the  De  Witts  of  Dor¬ 
drecht.  It  is  in  good  preservation  considering  that  is  has  been 
generally  handled  for  nearly  twq  centuries,  and  .shows  that  the 
seal  was  round,  and  engraved  with  a  hare  and  a  dog  at  the  top 
and  a  dog  at  the  bottom,  and  there  were  initials  at  the  top  which 
are  now  quite  illegible,  with  the  exception  of  the  first  which 
looks  like  a  “C. " 

“Undoubtedly  TJERCK  CLAESSEN  DE  WITT  brought  the 
seal  over  with  him  and  it  may  have  belonged  to  some  fore¬ 
father.  I  have  studied  much  of  European  and  British  heraldry 
and  have  searched  very  extensively  among  the  early  records 
of  this  country,  but  I  do  not  remember  ever  to  have  seen  a 
crest  or  coat-of-arms  similar  to  that  of  the  De  Witt’s,  which  is 
truly  an  unusual  one,  so  there  is  no  possibility  of  confusion. 

The  above  is  an  extract  from  the  records  of: 

LOUIS  HASBROUCK  VAN  SCHALER 
Van  Dusen  Lodge,  Van  Dusen 
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JAN  De  WITT,  Grand  Pensionary  (Prime  Minister)  of  Holl  and  from 
1653  to  1672.  This  old  engraving  by  Vissher  was  owned  by  George 
G.  De  Witt,  Jr.  of  New  York  City  and  was  reproduced  in  the  first 
Dinner  Book  of  The  HOLLAND  SOCIETY  OF  NEW  YORK,  January  8,  1886. 
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T  RANSL ATION 

Of  the  verse  in  Old  Dutch  on  the 
engraving  reproduced  on  the 
preceding  page. 

Jan  de  Wit  Prime  Minister  of  Holland,  etc. 

So  was  de  Wit,  once  adored  by  everyone 
Esteemed  by  the  small  and  the  great 
Trodden  on  by  the  small  and  the  great. 

The  luck  which  lifted  him  up  to  high  honor, 

Also  gave  the  citizens  occasion  for  hate  and  revenge. 
This  one  called  him  a  crook, 

The  other  one  killed  him  as  a  traitor, 

A  third  one  keeps  still,  but  mourns  for  him 
As  the  Father  of  His  Country. 

In  the  end,  the  anger  of  the  City  of  The  Hague 
Shouts  and  cuts  through  his  body,  crushes  his  bones 
And  offers  the  flesh  for  sale  of  one 
Who  was  attacked  like  his  brother  from  behind, 

And  now  must  fall  himself  in  turn. 

The  body  was  not  any  more  like  a  body, 

When  it  dangled  from  the  gallows. 

The  Law  of  the  World  lets  us  know 
By  this,  how  fickle  is  the  fate  of  the  great, 

In  turns  honored  and  repulsed. 

T ranslated  by 

Maria  Hartong  Farr 
(Mrs.  Richard  S.  Farr) 
Syracuse,  N.  Y. 
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The  Medal  of  the  Brothers  De  Witt.  The  Size  is  2  Inches 


Obverse  -  “ILLVSTRISSIMI  ..  FRATRES  .  JOHAN  .  ET 
CORNEL  .  DE  WIT  . 

Argent:  The  profiles  of  the  two  brothers,  superim¬ 
posed  and  facing  right. 

Reverse  -  “Twee  Witten  eens  gezent 
Gevloeckt,  gehat,  gemint, 

Ten  spiegel  van  de  Geooten 
Verhaven  en  verstooten, 

In  alles  Lotgemeen, 

Stean  naer  hun  doot  bijeen. 

Gelijck  zij  hier  nac’t  leven 
Zoo  koustig  ziju  gedreven." 

(TRANSLATION) 

The  two  De  Witts  by  one  soul  inspired, 

Now  cursed,  now  hated  and  now  admired. 

Proud  Exemplars,  by  the  great  much  prized, 

Exalted,  and  in  health  despised, 

After  their  death  stand  one  by  the  other 
As  on  this  medal  with  art  embossed, 

Did  they  when  by  life’s  tempest  tossed. 

From  -  “Beschrijving  der  Nederlandsche  Historipenningen’’ 
(Medals  of  the  Netherlands)  by  Gerard  van  Loon, 
original  edition  17Z8.  Vol.  3,  page  87. 

Van  Loon  says  “this  medal  was  struck  in  1672  to  com- 
memmorate  the  assassination  of  the  brothers  De  Witt, 
which  event  occurred  on  August  the  20th  of  that  year." 

This  medal  is  owned  by 
Mathew  T.  E.  De  Witt  of  Hurley,  New  York 


THE  DE  WITT  FAMILY  IN  HOLLAND 


Back  in  the  Seventeenth  Century  in  old  Holland,  there 
were  two  brothers  named  Jan  and  Cornelius  De  Witt  whose 
names  have  been  preserved  in  the  history  of  their  country  as 
great  patriots.  Jan  De  Witt  was  a  Dutch  statesman,  born  in 
Dort  in  1625  and  murdered  at  the  Hague  on  August  20,  1672. 

F rom  his  father  who  had  been  a  member  of  the  States  and  a 
conspicuous  opponent  of  the  House  of  Orange,  he  inherited 
strong  Republican  tendencies.  The  imprisonment  of  his  father 
in  1650  intensified  his  hatred  of  the  Stadtholder s ;  and  with  the 
death  of  William  II  in  October  of  that  year  a  favorable  turn 
occurred  in  the  fortunes  of  Jan  De  Witt. 

In  1652  he  was  one  of  the  deputation  sent  to  Seeland  (or 
Zealand)  to  disuade  that  province  from  adopting  the  Orange 
policy,  and  in  the  eloquence  he  then  displayed  gave  him  con¬ 
siderable  popularity. 

In  the  following  year  he  became  Grand  Pensionary  of 
Holland  and  his  new  power  was  at  once  exerted  to  the  utmost 
to  put  an  end  to  the  plurality  of  offices  which  had  rendered  the 
Stadtholders  almost  despotic.  Jan  De  Witt  succeeded  so  well 
that  the  office  of  Stadtholder  was  abolished  and  in  negotiating 
the  Treaty  of  Westminster  with  Cromwell  (1654),  he  procured 
the  insertion  of  a  secret  article  by  which  the  House  of  Orange 
was  to  be  forever  excluded  from  the  highest  offices. 

When  Charles  II  was  restored  to  the  throne,  De  Witt 
sought  to  form  an  alliance  with  France,  and  England  there¬ 
upon  declared  war  on  Holland.  After  hostilities  had  continued 
for  two  years,  the  advantage  was  with  Holland;  De  Ruyter’s 
fleet  was  in  the  Thames  and  had  burned  the  British  shipping 
in  the  Medway.  The  Peace  of  Breda  was  concluded  in  1667. 

Though  Jan  De  Witt  managed  the  affairs  of  his  office 
with  great  skill  and  wisdom  during  the  war,  his  popularity 
declined  and  the  Orange  Party  continually  gained  strength. 

(We  have  seen  a  very  definite  similee  in  the  conclusion  of 
World  War  II  with  the  defeat  of  Winston  Churchill  of  Great 
Britain,  who,  it  is  easy  to  predict,  will  go  down  in  history  as 
the  greatest  war  leader  that  the  world  has  ever  known).  But 
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to  get  back  to  Jan  De  Witt  -  When  France  assumed  a  hostile 
attitude  toward  Holland,  De  Witt  made  such  haste  to  form  an 
alliance  with  Sweden  and  England  that  he  had  the  treaty  rati¬ 
fied  at  once  by  the  States  General,  when  it  should  have  been 
referred  to  the  council  of  each  province.  However  this  action 
may  have  been  justified  by  the  emergency,  yet  it  was  easy  to 
make  it  a  cause  for  popular  clamor  and  distrust.  Yet  even 
with  this,  the  Grand  Pensionary  did  not  abate  his  hostility  to 
the  House  of  Orange,  or  cease  his  efforts  in  regulating  the  fi¬ 
nances  and  otherwise  strengthening  the  internal  condition  of 
the  government. 

Louis  XIV,  having  succeeded  in  detaching  England  from 
the  Dutch  interests  and  forming  a  counter  alliance;  and  his 
armies  having  invaded  Holland  in  1672,  De  Witt  lost  all  hold 
on  the  confidence  of  the  people  and  was  obliged  to  resign  his 
office.  William  II  of  Orange  was  made  Commander-in-Chief 
of  the  Dutch  forces  and  was  nominated  Stadtholder. 

Jan  De  Witt’s  brother  Cornelius,  two  years  older  than 
Jan,  had  served  with  distinction  in  the  Dutch  Navy  for  sever¬ 
al  years  during  his  youth,  was  afterward  appointed  inspector 
of  war  vessels  and  was  again  conspicuous  under  De  Ruyter 
when  the  fleet  entered  the  Thames.  He  was  more  celebrated 
as  a  magistrate  and  had  risen  to  the  office  of  Deputy  in  the 
States  General.  The  popular  clamor  excited  against  his  bro¬ 
ther  was  turned  upon  him  also  and  he  was  accused  of  plotting 
against  the  life  of  the  Prince  of  Orange.  He  was  thrown  into 
prison  and  tortured.  On  his  release,  Jan  was  waiting  for  him 
at  the  prison  gate.  They  were  both  seized  by  a  mob  and  hung 
up  by  their  thumbs  and  left  until  dead. 

The  States  General  demanded  an  investigation  of  the 
affair  but  the  Stadtholder  neglected  to  do  anything  about  it  and 
was  therefore  believed  to  have  countenanced  the  assassina¬ 
tion.  The  brothers,  by  their  ability  and  courage  and  integrity, 
had  commanded  the  respect  and  admiration  even  of  their  po¬ 
litical  opponents.  Jan  was  the  author  of  several  works  of 
political  importance  and  interest.  Their  country  soon  mourned 
the  death  of  these  two  statesmen  and  belatedly  erected  a  hand¬ 
some  monument  in  their  memory  at  the  approximate  spot 
where  they  had  been  murdered.  The  desk  and  chair  of  Jan 
De  Witt  are  preserved  in  a  glass  case  in  the  museum  at  the 
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Hague.  At  least  they  were  in  1903  when  I  saw  them.  It  is  to 
be  hoped  that  the  Germans  did  not  destroy  them  in  the  last 
war. 


Alexandre  Dumas’  historical  novel,  La  Tulipe  Noir  (The 
Black  Tulip),  should  be  read  with  interest  by  all  De  Witts. 

The  lives  of  Jan  and  Cornelius  are  woven  through  its?  pages 
and  it  is  thought  that  the  story  was  suggested  to  Dumas  by 
Prince  George  of  Waldeck,  the  grandfather  of  the  present 
Queen  of  Holland,  von  Floto,  the  composer  of  the  opera 
MARTHA,  also  composed  an  opera  from  the  story  of  the  Black 
Tulip  which  had  some  success  in  Italy. 

According  to  Jacob  Westfall  De  Witt  of  Pennsylvania, 
who  was  historian  of  the  DE  WITT  FAMILY  HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY,  Jan  and  Cornelius  De  Witt  had  an  uncle,  their  fa¬ 
ther’s  brother,  named  Dr.  Nicholas  De  Witt.  This  Dr.  De 
Witt  accompanied  Hendrick  Hudson  to  America  on  the  “Half- 
Moon"  in  1609,  ascending  the  “River  of  the  Mountains,"  later 
named  the  Hudson  River,  on  a  voyage  of  discovery  to  try  and 
find  a  passage  to  the  Indies.  On  his  return  to  Holland,  his 
accounts  of  the  New  World  so  much  interested  his  family  that 
his  two  sons  and  daughter  determined  to  visit  and  possibly 
settle  in  his  new  land. 

So  we  find  that  in  1639,  TJERCK  CLAESSEN  DE  WITT, 
with  his  brother  Jan  Claessen  and  his  sister  Emmerentie  emi¬ 
grated  to  New  Amsterdam  (now  New  York).  Jan  Claessen  De 
Witt  died,  unmarried,  in  1699  at  what  is  now  Kingston,  N.  Y. 
Emmerentie  married  Martinus  Hoffman  of  New  Amsterdam. 

(It  is  through  this  line  that  the  Roosevelt  family  traces  its 
connection  to  the  De  Witts). 

We  are  here  mostly  concerned  with  TJERCK  CLAESSEN 
DEWITT  as  it  was  from  him  all  of  the  De  Witts  in  this  country 
seem  to  be  descended. 
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THE  De  WITT  FAMILY  IN  AMERICA 

1620  -  TJERCK  CLAESSEN  DEWITT 

T  JERCK  CLAESSEN  DE  WITT  was  born  1620  in  Groot- 
holdt  in  Sunderland,  Holland.  According  to  the  “TROUW 
BOECK”  or  Register  of  Marriages  of  the  Reformed  Collegiate 
Dutch  Church  of  New  York  City  -  in  1656  -  “Tjerck  Claessen 
De  Witt  von  Grootholdt  en  Zunderland  (Westphalia)  married 
Barbara  Andriessen  von  Amsterdam”  (Holland),  where  she 
was  born  in  1630. 

The  year  following  their  marriage,  they  started  up  the 
Hudson  River  in  their  sloop,  the  ST.  BARBARA,  “of  about 
fifty  Dutch  feet  by  the  keele."  (This  sloop  was  eventually  sold 
in  1698  to  Capt.  Daniel  Hobart  of  the  Island  of  Barbadoes  for 
]L  200.)  They  sailed  to  Albany  where  they  remained  for  a  time, 
purchasing  a  house  there  which  they  eventually  traded  for  lands 
adjacent  to  Esopus  (now  Kingston).  A  stone  house  was  built  on 
this  property  and  the  family  moved  there  in  May  1669.  There 
he  resided  until  his  death  on  February  17,  1700.  His  wife  sur¬ 
vived  him  until  July  6,  1714.  He  was  a  Magistrate  of  the  Ulster 
County  Court  and  a  leader  among  the  early  settlers.  His  home 
still  stands  just  as  it  was  in  1669,  the  stone  mansion  and  even 
the  frame  barns  which  were  re-roofed  and  rebuilt  by  Tjerck 
and  his  eldest  son,  ANDRIES  DE  WITT  who  became  owner  at 
the  death  of  his  father.  It  remained  in  the  possession  of  the 
family  for  many  generations  and  is  now  known  as  the  Suydam- 
Beaty  Farm  on  Hurley  Avenue,  Kingston,  N.  Y. 

TJERCK  CLAESSEN  DE  WITT’S  will*  is  on  record  in 
the  Ulster  County  Clerk’s  Office  at  Kingston,  N.  Y.  in  Book  AA 
of  Deeds,  page  252.  The  will  of  his  wife  Barbara  is  recorded 
in  the  same  office  in  Book  BB  of  Deeds,  page  513.  In  the  lat¬ 
ter,  Tjerck’s  name  is  spelled  “Tjerck  Clasen  D’Widt"  and  his 
property  is  spoken  of  as  having  been  “prized  to  be  worth  1475 
pounds,  curant  monny  of  New  Yorke.”  A  considerable  fortune 
in  those  days . 


*See  translation  of  this  will  in  the  Appendix  of  this  book. 
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GASHERIE  DE  WITT  II 

That  you  may  have  a  picture  of  the  hardships  and  life  of 
these  early  pioneers,  let’s  read  from  a  document  which  is  pre¬ 
served  in  the  New  York  State  Records  and  gives  an  account  of 
the  “Massacre  at  Esopus.”  As  a  member  of  the  court  at 
Wiltwyck,  T  JERCK  CLAESSEN  DE  WITT  signed  this  document. 


“TO  THE  COUNCIL  OF  NEW  NETHERLANDS” 

“The  Right  Honourable,  most  respected,  wise,  prudent 
and  very  discreet  Lords.  We,  your  honor’s  faithful  subjects 
have  to  report,  pursuant  to  the  order  of  the  Rt.  Hon’ble  Heer 
Director  General,  in  the  form  of  a  journal,  that  in  obedience 
to  his  honor’s  order,  received  on  the  thirteenth  of  May  last, 
we  caused  the  Indian  sachems  to  be  notified  on  the  5th  of  June 
to  be  prepared  to  expect  the  arrival  of  the  Rt.  Honourable 
Director  General,  to  receive  the  promised  presents,  and  to 
renew  the  peace.  This  notification  was  communicated  to  them 
through  Capt.  Thomas  Chambers,  to  which  they  answered,  “If 
peace  were  to  be  renewed  with  them  the  Hon.  Heer  Director 
should,  with  some  unarmed  persons  sit  with  them  in  the  open 
field,  without  the  gate,  as  it  was  their  own  custom  to  meet 
unarmed  when  renewing  peace  or  in  other  negotiations.” 

“But  they,  unmindful  of  the  preceding  statement,  sur¬ 
prised  and  attacked  us  between  the  hours  of  1 1  &  12  o’clock 
in  the  fornoon  of  Thursday  the  7th  inst.  Entering  in  bands 
through  all  the  gates  they  divided  and  scattered  themselves 
among  all  the  houses  and  dwellings  in  a  friendly  manner, 
having  with  them  a  little  maize  and  some  few  beans  to  sell  to 
our  inhabitants,  by  which  means  they  kept  within  their  houses 
and  thus  went  from  place  to  place  as  spies  to  discover  the 
strength  of  our  men.  After  they  had  been  about  for  a  short 
quarter  of  an  hour  within  this  place,  some  people  on  horse¬ 
back  rushed  through  the  mill  gate  from  the  new  village  crying 
out,  “the  Indians  have  destroyed  the  new  village,”  and  with 
these  words,  the  Indians  here  in  the  village  immediately  fired 
a  shot  and  made  a  general  attack  on  our  village  from  the  rear, 
murdering  our  people  in  their  houses  with  their  axes  and  their 
tomahawks,  and  firing  on  them  with  guns  and  pistols;  they 
seized  whatever  women  and  children  they  could  catch  and  car¬ 
ried  them  prisoners  outside  the  gates,  plundered  the  houses 
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and  set  the  village  on  fire  to  windward,  it  blowing  at  the  same 
time  from  the  South.  The  remaining  Indians  commanded  all 
the  streets,  firing  from  the  corner  houses  and  through  the 
curtains  outside  along  the  highways,  so  that  some  of  our  in¬ 
habitants,  on  their  ways  to  their  houses  to  get  arms,  were 
wounded  and  slain.  When  the  flames  were  at  their  height  the 
wind  changed  to  the  west,  were  it  not  for  which  the  fire  would 
have  been  much  more  destructive.  So  silently  and  rapidly  did 
murder  do  his  work  that  those  in  different  parts  of  the  village 
were  not  aware  of  it  until  those  who  had  been  wounded  happened 
to  meet  each  other,  in  which  way  most  of  the  others  had  also 
been  warned. 

“The  greater  portion  of  our  men  were  away  at  their 
field  labors,  and  but  few  in  the  village,  near  the  mill  gate 
were  Albert  Gysberten,  with  two  servants,  and  T  JERCK 
CEAESSEN  DEWITT;  at  the  sheriff’s  office,  himself  with  two 
carpenters,  two  clerks  and  one  thrasher;  at  Cornelius  Barelsen 
Slegt’s,  himself  and  his  son;  at  the  dominie’s,  himself,  two  car¬ 
penters  and  one  laboring  man;  at  the  guard  house,  a  few  sol¬ 
diers;  at  the  gate  towards  the  river,  Hendrick  Jochemsen  was 
severely  wounded  in  his  house  by  two  shots  at  an  early  hour. 

By  these  aforesaid  men,  most  of  whom  had  neither  guns  or 
side  arms,  were  the  Indians,  through  God’s  mercy,  chased  and 
put  to  flight  on  the  alarm  being  given  by  the  sheriff.  Capt. 
Thomas  Chambers,  who  was  wounded  on  coming  in  from  with¬ 
out,  issued  immediate  orders  with  the  sheriff  and  commission¬ 
ers  to  secure  the  gates,  to  clear  the  gun  and  drive  out  the  sav¬ 
ages,  who  were  still  about  half  an  hour  in  the  village  aiming  at 
their  persons,  which  was  accordingly  done.  The  burning  of  the 
houses,  the  murdering  and  carrying  off  women  and  children  is 
here  omitted,  as  these  have  already  been  communicated  to 
your  Honors  on  the  10th  of  June.  After  these  few  men  had  been 
collected  against  the  barbarians,  by  degrees  the  others  arrived, 
who  it  has  been  stated  were  abroad  in  their  fields  and  we  found 
ourselves  when  mustered  in  the  evening,  including  those  from 
the  new  village  who  took  refuge  among  us,  to  number  69  effi¬ 
cient  men,  both  qualified  and  unqualified.  The  burnt  palisades 
were  immediately  replaced  by  new  ones,  the  people  distribut¬ 
ed  during  the  night  along  the  bastions  and  curtains  to  keep  the 
watch.  On  the  10th  inst.  ten  horsemen  were  commanded  to 
ride  down  to  the  redoubt  and  to  examine  its  condition.  They 
returned  with  word  that  the  soldiers  at  the  Redoubt  had  not 
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seen  any  Indians.  They  also  brought  with  them  the  sargent 
who  had  gone  the  preceding  morning  to  the  Redoubt,  and  as  he 
heard  on  his  return  of  the  mischief  committed  by  the  Indians 
in  the  village,  he  went  back  to  the  Redoubt  and  staid  there.  In 
addition  to  the  sargent  they  brought  back  the  men  who  had  fled 
from  the  new  village. 

“On  the  16th  towards  evening,  Sargeant  Christian  Neissen 
went  with  a  troop  of  soldiers,  sent  us  by  your  Honor’s,  being 
42  men  and  three  wagons  to  the  Redoubt,  with  letters  for  the 
Manhattans,  addressed  to  your  Honor’s,  and  to  bring  up  ammu¬ 
nition  from  these  troops.  The  sargeant  having  divided  his  men 
into  seperate  bodies,  evinced  great  courage  against  the  Indians, 
Skirmishing  with  them  from  the  first,  to  past  the  second  hill, 
and  defending  the  wagons  so  well  that  they  arrived  in  safety  in 
the  village.  He  had,  however,  one  killed  and  six  wounded.  The 
dead  man  was  brought  to  the  village  the  next  morning,  having 
been  stripped  naked,  and  having  had  his  right  hand  cut  off  by 
the  Indians.  Some  of  the  Indians  were  also  killed,  but  the  num¬ 
ber  of  these  is  not  known.  This  skirmishing  having  been  heard 
in  the  village  a  reinforcement  of  horse  and  foot  was  immedi¬ 
ately  ordered  out,  but  before  they  arrived  the  Indians  had  been 
put  to  flight  by  the  above  named  sargeant. 

“This,  Rt.  Hon’ble  Lords  is  what  we  deem  necessary  to 
communicate  to  you  in  the  form  of  a  journal  as  to  how  and  in 
what  manner  the  Indians  have  acted  toward  us,  and  we  towards 
them  in  the  preceeding  circumstances,  and  we  humbly  and  re¬ 
spectfully  request  your  honors  to  be  pleased  and  to  send  us 
hither  for  the  wounded  by  the  earliest  opportunity  some  prunes 
and  linens,  and  some  wine  to  strengthen  them,  and  whatever 
else  not  obtainable  here,  your  Honors  may  think  proper;  also 
carbines,  cutlasses  and  gun  flints,  and  we  request  that  the 
carbines  may  be  Snaphaunce  (flintlocks),  as  the  people  here 
are  little  conversant  with  the  use  of  the  Arquebuse  (ryer  roer); 
also  some  spurs  for  the  horsemen.  In  addition  to  this  also 
some  reinforcements  in  men  inasmuch  as  harvest  will  com¬ 
mence  in  about  14  days  from  date. 

“Herewith  ending,  we  commend  your  Honors  to  God’s 
fatherly  care  and  protection.  Done  at  Wiltwyck,  this  20th 
June,  1663. 

Roelof  Swartwout  Gilbert  Van  Imbrobh 

Albert  Gysbertsen  Christiaen  Nyssen 

TJERCK  CEAESSEN  De  WITT  Hendrick  Jochemsen” 

Thomas  Chambers 
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The  names  of  the  killed,  wounded  and  those  taken  pris¬ 
oners  are  recorded  in  the  Doc.  History  of  New  York.  Among 
the  children  taken  prisoners  by  the  Indians  was  TJERCK 
CLAESSEN  DEWITT’S  oldest  daughter  Tjaatje.  The  prison¬ 
ers  were  afterwards  exchanged  by  the  Indians  for  some  of 
their  people  taken  prisoners  by  the  whites  in  the  war  that  fol¬ 
lowed  as  narrated  by  Capt.  Martin  Kraeger  in  his  journal  of 
the  second  Esopus  War.  Some  of  the  Indian  prisoners  con¬ 
fessed  that  a  number  of  Indians  from  Minisink  were  engaged 
in  the  attack.  In  the  Captain’s  journal  occurs  this  entry: 

“24th  July,  1663  -  Sent  for  all  the  wagons  to  make  a 
journey  to  the  riverside  to  bring  up  the  provisions  which  had 
been  sent  hither  by  the  Executive  Government;  but  only  four 
wagons  came.  As  I  required  ten,  I  excused  these.  Some  re¬ 
fused  to  work  for  the  company;  some  gave  for  answer,  ‘If  an¬ 
other  will  cart  I  also  shall  cart;’  others  said  ‘my  horses  have 
sore  backs,’  and  others  such  frivilus  answers  that  I  was  un¬ 
able  this  time  to  bring  up  the  company’s  stores.  Whereupon 
it  was  resolved  by  the  Council  of  War  that  the  farmers  should 
not  be  furnished  with  any  men  for  their  protection  in  the 
fields,  unless  they  would  assist  in  bringing  in  the  company’s 
supplies  from  the  riverside.  Nay,  further  -  one  TJERCK 
CEAESSEN  DE  WITT,  himself  a  magistrate,  would  turn  Lieut. 
Stilwell’s  soldiers  out  of  a  small  house  they  occupied.  He 
said  he  had  hired  it,  though  he  had,  notwithstanding,  neither 
possession  of  nor  procuration  for  it.  I  gave  him  for  answer 
that  I  should  remove  on  condition  that  he  as  a  magistrate 
would  have  them  billed  in  other  houses,  as  the  men  could  not 
lie  under  the  clear  sky  and  as  they  had  been  sent  here  by  the 
chief  government  for  the  defence  of  the  settlers.  But  he  made 
no  answer  to  this,  and  so  there  are  ringleaders  and  refrac¬ 
tory  people  in  this  place.’’ 


It  was  not  a  sheltered  or  soft  existence  in  those  days 
and  yet  TJERCK  and  BARBARA  raised  a  family  of  thirteen 
children,  all  of  them  living  at  least  long  enough  to  marry.  It 
is  fortunate  for  the  world  that  this  birthrate  did  not  continue 
with  all  of  the  offspring  and  descendants  of  TJERCK  down  to 
our  tenth  generation.  If  it  had,  there  would  be  over  five  bil¬ 
lion  descendants  in  the  tenth  generation  to  say  nothing  of  the 
vast  numbers  that  have  gone  before. 


.  ,  .  m  fl-  i*  ‘  *  «•  - 

,«•  O  ri  ’  V  tflN'i  h  iD  t  -Jh-  -•  n  -6  ■■*»l 

. 


-  ;di  ..I  -  i  >.*.  ■■  •'  '  Ct 

o  10..  n  ;  In  bn  >  .  grtKqr  ll  vs,ift  >o  IL  <£*» 

n  yea  OJ  nci;  jrt  ,  >*  »  n  :Ui*t  ■;  «fc  «©■* 


16 


GASHERIE  DE  WITT  II 


We  have  found  no  proof  of  another  De  Witt  ever  coming 
to  American  as  an  emigrant  from  Holland.  Therefore  it  is  to 
be  assumed  that  all  De  Witts  now  living  in  this  country  should 
be  able  to  trace  their  ancestry  back  to  TJERCK  CLAESSEN 
DE  WITT.  When  Jennie  Josephine  De  Witt  (no.  4  in  “The  Des¬ 
cendants  of  Gasherie  De  Witt  II”  that  follows)  was  studying 
music  in  Paris  as  a  girl,  she  made  a  trip  to  Holland  on  her 
vacation.  Upon  registering  at  the  hotel,  she  was  waited  upon 
by  an  emmissary  of  the  Queen’s  and  requested  to  appear  at 
Court,  where  she  was  shown  due  honors  because  of  her  name 
and  its  relationship  to  Holland’s  history. 

(See  comments  on  this  page  by  William  C.  De  Witt  in  the 
Appendix.) 
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LINEAGE  OF  THE  DE  WITTS 


FIRST  GENERATION  IN  AMERICA 

TJERCK  CLAESSEN  DEWITT  (1)  b.  1620  in  Grootholt,  Sunder¬ 
land,  Holland,  probably  the  son  of  Doctor  Nicholas  de  Witt 
and  Taatje  Claessen  (according  to  “The  De  Witt  Family  of 
Ulster  County,  New  York”  by  Thomas  G.  Evans).  Married 
April  24,  1656  to  Barbara  Andriessen  in  the  Reformed 
Collegiate  Dutch  Church,  New  Amsterdam.  She  was  born 
in  1630  at  Amsterdam,  Holland.  Moved  to  Albany  1657.  In 
Sept.  1660,  exchanged  his  Albany  property  with  Madame  de 
Hutter  for  land  in  Wiltwyck  (now  Kingston),  “possession  to 
be  given  May  1,  1661."  June  25,  1672,  Governor  Lovelace 
deeded  him  “a  parcel  of  bush-land,  together  with  a  house, 
lot  orchard,  and  calves  pasture,  lying  near  Kingston,  in 
Esopus.”  Oct.  8,  1677,  Governor  Andros  deeded  him  a 
piece  of  woodland,  containing  about  50  acres,  at  Kingston, 
in  Esopus,  “to  ye  west  of  ye  towne.”  February  1  1,  1679,  he 
was  one  of  the  signers  of  a  renewal  of  the  NICHOLS 
TREATY  with  the  Esopus  Indians. 

In  1684  he  signed  “the  humble  petition  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Esopus  in  the  County  of  Ulster,"  praying  that  there  might 
be  “liberty  by  charter  to  this  county  to  choose  our  owne  of¬ 
ficers  to  every  towne  court  by  the  major  vote  of  the  free¬ 
holders.”  This  petition  was  addressed  to  Col.  Thomas 
Dongan,  Governor-General.  It  greatly  offended  the  author¬ 
ities,  and  the  signers  were  arrested  and  fined.  Thus  early 
in  the  history  of  the  country  arose  the  questions  of  local 
self  government  and  the  right  of  suffrage. 

February  13,  1685,  189  acres  of  lands  were  conveyed  to 
him  by  the  Trustees  of  Kingston.  June  6,  1685,  he  claimed 
290  acres  of  land  lying  on  the  north  side  of  Rondout  Kill, 
and  known  by  the  name  of  “Momboccus"  (in  the  town  of 
Rochester)  in  Ulster  County.  This  was  laid  out  for  him  by 
Phillip  Welles,  surveyor,  and  was  granted  to  him  by  patent, 
May  14,  1694,  He  was  chosen  one  of  the  Magistrates  of 
Ulster  County  4-4-1689.  He  died  at  Kingston  Feb.  17,  1700. 
His  wife  died  at  Kingston,  July  6,  1714. 
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DUTCH  COLONIAL  STONE  HOUSE 


Built  in  1669 
by 

TJERCK  CLAESSEN  DEWITT 

Willed  to  his  first  son  ANDRIES  and  occupied 
by  a  number  of  generations  of  De  Witts 

It  is  still  standing  and  known  as  the 
Suydam-Beatty  Farm  on  the  road  to 
Hurley,  N.  Y. 

From  -  “OLDE  ULSTER,”  Vol.  8,  page  17. 

“In  Volume  XIII  of  the  Documents  Relating  to  the  Colonial 
History  of  the  State  of  New  York,  page  440,  is  a  curious  and 
quaint  permit  given  by  Governor  Francis  Lovelace  to  Tjerck 
Claessen  De  Witt  for  the  erection  of  a  house  and  other  farm 
buildings.  It  is  described  as  a  “Letter  Graunted  to  Tjerck 
Claesen  de  Wit,  that  he  may  have  liberty  to  Erect  a  house  and 
barne  &  c.  on  his  owne  Land  at  Esopus.” 


“Upon  ye  Request  of  Tjerck  Claesen  de  Wit  that  he  may 
have  liberty  to  Erect  a  house  Barne  w*^  convenient  outhouses 
for  his  cattle  upon  his  Owne  Land  at  Esopus  lying  betwext 'Hur¬ 
ley  and  Kingstown  for  ye  wc^  (as  I  am  informed)  he  formerly 
had  a  Graunt  from  my  Predecessor  Coll.  Nicolls,  in  confidence 
whereof  he  hath  Provided  all  materials  ready  for  ye  same,  I 
have  thought  fitt  to  likewise  Graunt  his  request,  And  ye  said 
Tjerck  Claesen  hath  hereby  liberty  to  Erect  a  house  and  barne 
w^h  Convenient  outhousing  for  his  Cattle  in  ye  Land  afore 
mentioned,  It  appearing  not  to  be  in  any  way  prjudiciall  to  the 
Townes  adjacent,  but  rathr  in  tyme  may  prove  a  benefitt  & 
releife  to  such  as  shall  travaile  that  way.” 

Given  &  c.  24th.  January  1669-70. 
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GASHERIE  DE  WITT  II 

.  »/* 

Children  of  Tjerck  Claessen  and  Barbara  (Andriessen)  De 
Witt: 

I.  ANDRIES  (2),  b.  in  New  Amsterdam  (New  York  City)  in 
the  early  part  of  1657;  d.  July  22,  1710;  m.  March  9, 
1682,  at  Kingston,  N.  Y.  Janetje  Egbertsen,  bapt.  Jan. 

11,  1664;  d.  Nov.  25,  1733. 

II.  TJAATJE,  b.  1659  at  Albany:  d.  previous  to  1724.  She  was 
was  captured  by  the  Indians  at  the  burning  of  Kingston 
in  1663  but  was  afterwards  rescued.  In  1677  she  m. 
Mattys  Mattyssen  (Van  Keuren),  son  of  Mattys  Jansen 
(Van  Keuren)  and  Margaret  Hendricks^,  who,  in  1685, 
was  commissioned  as  captain  in  the  army  and  later 
served  against  the  French  on  the  northern  frontier. 
(After  the  death  of  her  husband,  Margaret  Hendrickse, 
Matthys  Matthyssen’s  mother,  married  Thomas 
Chambers,  Lord  of  the  Manor  of  Fox  Hall,  in  Ulster 
County.) 

III.  JANNETJE,  bapt.  Feb.  12,  1662  (unless  otherwise  speci¬ 

fied,  the  baptisms  are  taken  from  the  records  of  the 
Dutch  Church  at  Kingston,  N.  Y.);  m.  Cornelius  Swits, 
b.  1651;  d.  1730,  son  of  Cornelius  Claessen  Swits  and 
Ariantje  Trommels.  Cornelius  Swits  lived  at  Rochester, 
Ulster  County,  on  a  60  acre  farm  purchased  by  him 
from  his  wife’s  father.  She  died  in  1744  without  issue. 

IV.  KLAES,  bapt.  Feb.  17,  1664;  d.  previous  to  1 69 8 . 

V.  JAN,  bapt.  Feb.  14,  1666;  d.  previous  to  April  12,  1715; 
m.  Wyntje  Kiersted,  dau.  of  Dr.  Roeloff  Kiersted  and 
Ikee  (or  Aaghe)  Roosa.  (Dr.  Roeloff  Kiersted  was  the 
son  of  Hans  Kiersted  and  Sarah  Roeloffse,  daughter  of 
the  famous  Anneke  Jans  by  her  first  husband,  and  Ikee 
Roosa  was  the  daughter  of  Albert  Heymanse  Roosa,  one 
of  the  first  schepens  or  magistrates  of  Kingston.)  Jan 
De  Witt’s  will  was  dated  Oct.  29,  1700  and  in  which  he 
is  described  as  “of  Mombackis  in  Ulster  County.” 

VI.  GEERTRUY,  bapt.  Oct.  15,  1668;  d.~ ;  m.  Mch.  24,  1688, 
Hendrick  Hendrickse  Schoonmaker,  bapt.  May  17, 

1665,  son  of  Hendrick  Jochemsen  Schoonmaker  and 


|  :  sd  a  fine  fl  l 


„c'r‘  l  m  vir  ft.  jfoi \ 

US'  '  ' 

n.ifil  01  j&  06.  f,  rrt  ,yirri  or  3  telU 


-.1  '  •  •  ‘  ::v  ,  V,  h  ■  .1 


21 


HIS  ANCESTORS  AND  DESCENDANTS 

Elsie  Janse.  He  died  previous  to  1718.  They  lived  in 
Rochester,  Ulster  County.  His  brother,  Jochem 
Schoonmaker,  having  been  one  of  the  original  settlers 
of  that  place. 

VII.  JACOB,  m.  Grietje  Vernooy,  dau.  of  Cornelis  C.  Vernooy 
and  Annatje  Cornelissen.  Lived  in  Rochester,  Ulster 
County,  N.  Y.  on  land  which  he  and  his  brother  Jan 
purchased  from  their  father  Dec.  24,  1695,  for  500 
schepels  of  wheat.  This  was  probably  a  portion  of  the 
land  before  referred  to  as  granted  to  Tjerck  Claessen 
De  Witt  by  patent  May  14,  1694.  In  1705  Jacob  was 
one  of  the  Trustees  of  Rochester,  and  served  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years.  He  was  still  living  in  1753. 

VIII.  RACHEL,  m.  Cornelius  Borgardus  who  died  Oct.  13, 

1707,  son  of  Cornelius  Borgardus  and  Helena  Teller. 
Cornelius  Borgardus,  Sr.,  b.  Sept.  9,  1640;  d.  1666; 
was  the  son  of  Anneke  Jans  by  her  second  husband, 
Rev.  Everardus  Bogardus.  Helena  Teller,  b.  1645, 
was  the  eldest  daughter  of  William  Teller,  who  settled 
in  Albany  in  1639,  moved  to  New  York  in  1692,  and 
died  there  in  1701.  After  the  death  of  Cornelius  Bor¬ 
gardus,  Sr.,  his  widow  married  Francois  Rombouts,  a 
noted  French  merchant  of  New  York  City.  Cornelius 
Borgardus,  Jr.  taught  school  in  Albany  in  1700,  but 
soon  after  went  back  to  Kingston.  His  wife  Rachel  De 
Witt  was  living  in  1738. 

IX.  LUCAS,  m.  Dec.  22,  1695,  Annatje  Delva,  dau.  of  Anthony 
Delva  and  Jannetje  Hillebrants.  She  was  a  Roman 
Catholic.  Lucas  was  commander  and  joint-owner  with 
his  father,  of  a  sloop  called  “St.  Barbara”  of  about 
fifty  Dutch  feet  by  the  keele”  which,  in  1698,  they  sold 
to  Capt.  Daniel  Hobart  of  the  Island  of  Barbadoes,  for 
200  pounds.  He  died  in  1703.  On  Mch.  31,  1706,  his 
widow  married  Gerrit  Van  Benschoten  and  moved  to 
the  vicinity  of  what  is  now  Catskill,  Greene  County, 

N.  Y.  Becoming  again  a  widow,  she  married,  Oct.  26, 
1721,  Hendrick  Rosekrans,  whose  first  wife  was  Antje 
Vredenberg. 
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GASHERIE  DE  WITT  II 

X.  PEEK,  m.  (1),  Jan.  2,  1698,  Marytje  Janse  Vandenberg  of 

Albany,  and  (2),  Dec.  21,  1723,  Maria  Tunis,  b.  in 
Germany  and  the  widow  of  Jacob  De  Mott.  At  the  time 
of  his  first  marriage,  he  was  living  in  New  York  City. 
Subsequently  he  went  to  Dutchess  County,  where  he 
settled  on  land  purchased  by  his  father  from  Col. 
Petrus  Schuyler  of  Albany,  Sept.  6,  1698.  This  land 
was  conveyed  to  him  by  his  father  by  deed,  dated  Feb. 
7,  1700,  and  in  1715,  he  exchanged  it,  with  Col.  Henry 
Beekman,  for  land  in  Ulster  County,  whither  he  subse¬ 
quently  moved. 

XI.  TJERCK,  Mentioned  in  his  father’s  will  as  the  youngest 

son.  No  other  record. 

XII.  MARRITJE,  m.  (l),  Nov.  3,  1700,  Hendrick  Hendricksen 
(Kortreght),  son  of  Hendrick  Jansen  (Kortreght)  and 
Catherine  Hansen  Webber,  and,  having  been  divorced 
from  him,  she  m.  (2)  Sept.  6,  1702,  Jan  Maklin. 

XIII.  AAGHIE.  bapt.  Jan.  14,  1684;  m.  Aug.  23,  1712,  Jan 

Pawling,  bapt.  Oct.  2,  1681,  son  of  Henry  Pawling  and 
Neeltje  Roosa,  dau.  of  Albert  Hymanse  Roosa.  Moved 
to  Philadelphia  County,  Pa. 


j  2.  ANDRIES  De  WITT,  (Tjerck  1.)  b.  early  in  1657  in  New 

Ansterdam  (New  York  City);  m.  Mar.  9,  1682  at  King¬ 
ston  to  Jannetje  Egbertsen,  bapt.  Jan.  11,  1664,  Re¬ 
formed  Collegiate  Dutch  Church,  New  Amsterdam,  dau. 
of  Egbert  Meindertse  Egbertsen  and  Jaepse  Jens. 
Andries  lived  for  a  time  at  Marbletown,  on  a  farm 
given  to  him  by  his  father  but  he  afterwards  removed 
to  a  farm  located  about  a  mile  southwest  of  Kingston 
on  the  road  to  Hurley.  This  was  the  original  De  Witt 
homestead  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  record  and  it 
is  still  standing  (1946).  From  an  old  Dutch  bible  still 
preserved  at  Kingston,  we  learn  that  on  July  22,  1710,- 
Captain  Andries  De  Witt  departed  this  life  in  a  sorrow¬ 
ful  way;  through  the  breaking  of  two  sleepers  (beams) 
he  was  pressed  down  and  very  much  bruised,  he 
spoke  a  few  words  and  died.  He  was  buried  in  the  old 
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HIS  ANCESTORS  AND  DESCENDANTS 

church  yard  at  Kingston,  N.  Y.,  his  grave  being  marked 
with  a  flat  stone  fastened  with  iron  bands  to  a  red  cedar 
post.  (See  story  in  the  Appendix.) 

Children  of  Andries  and  Jannetje  (Egbertsen)  De  Witt: 

I.  TJERCK,  bapt.  Jan.  12,  1683;  d.  Aug.  30,  1762;  m.  Jan. 

18,  1708,  Anne  Pawling,  bapt.  June  19,  1687,  dau.  of 
Henry  Pawling  and  Neeltje  Roosa.  Anne  Pawling  and 
her  mother  Neeltje  Roosa,  together  with  her  brother 
and  sister  were  patentees  of  a  tract  of  land  situated  on 
the  east  side  of  the  Hudson  River,  south  of  and  adjoin¬ 
ing  Rhinebeck,  extending  east  to  Crum  Elbow  Creek 
and  following  that  creek  until  it  empties  into  the  Hud¬ 
son.  It  contained  4,000  acres  of  land.  Tjerck  De  Witt, 
by  his  will  bearing  date  of  Dec.  29,  1753,  devised  to 
his  son  Petrus  his  lands  at  Pawling  in  Dutchess 
County.  This  Petrus  was  the  grandfather  of  Peter  De 
Witt,  an  eminent  New  York  lawyer  from  1804-51,  For 
his  second  wife,  Tjerck  married  Oct.  17,  1739,  Debor¬ 
ah,  bapt.  Sept.  14,  1684,  dau.  of  Egbert  Hendricksen 
Schoonmaker  and  Annatje  Berry,  and  widow  success¬ 
ively,  of  Jacob  Vernooy  and  Hendrick  Vroom.  Tjerk 
died  at  Kingston  leaving  no  issue  by  his  second  wife. 

II.  JACOB,  bapt.  Sept.  28,  1684,  d.  in  infancy 

III.  BARBARA,  bapt.  June  22,  1686,  d.  in  infancy 

IV.  KL.AES,  bapt.  Apr.  30,  1688,  d.  in  infancy 

V.  BARBARA,  b.  Oct.  30,  1689;  d.  Nov.  1,  1715;  m.  Mar.  25, 
1715,  Johannes  Van  Leuven 

VI.  JACOB,  b.  Dec.  30,  1691;  m.  May  9,  1731,  Heyltje  Van 
Kampen.  bapt.  Oct.  6,  1700,  dau.  of  Jan  Van  Kampen 
and  Tietje  Janse  Decker. 

VII.  MARIA,  b.  Dec.  21,  1693;  m.  Oct.  30,  1713,  Jan  Roosa, 

Jr.,  bapt.  Nov.  6,  1692,  son  of  Jan  Roosa  and  Hillegond 
Van  Buren. 
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GASHERIE  DE  WITT  II 

VIII.  HELENA,  b.  Dec.  7,  1695;  m.  June  6,  1719,  Jacob  Swits, 
bapt.  June  26,  1695,  son  of  Isaac  Swits  and  Susanna 
Groot,  and  nephew  of  Cornelis  Swits  who  married 
Jannetje  De  Witt.  Among  Helena’s  children  was  Col. 
Abraham  Swits  of  Schenectady,  who  was  prominent 
in  the  Revolution. 

IX.  ANDRIES,  b.  Apr.  1,  1697;  d.  July  2,  1701. 

X.  EGBERT  B.,  b.  March  18,  1699;  m.  November  4,  1726, 
Mary  Nottingham,  b.  May  19,  1704,  dau.  of  William 
Nottingham  and  Margaret  Rutsen.  He  settled  at 
Napanoch,  in  the  town  of  Warwarsing,  Ulster  County, 
and  had  a  family  of  nine  sons  and  one  daughter.  The 
daughter  Mary  married  General  James  Clinton,  and 
became  the  mother  of  Governor  De  Witt  Clinton.  The 
eldest  son,  Andries,  bapt.  1727,  was  the  father  of 
Simeon  De  Witt,  Chief  of  the  Topographical  Staff  of 
General  Washington’s  Army  and  Surveyor  General  of 
the  State  of  New  York  for  50  years.  2nd  son  was 
Jacob  Rutsen  (Capt.),  father  of  Major  Moses  De  Witt 
of  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y. 

XI.  JOHANNES,  b.  Marsh  2'6,  1701;  m.  June  27,  1724,  Mary 
Broadhead,  bapt.  June  1699,  dau.  of  Charles  Broad- 
head  and  Maria  Ten  Broeck.  His  eldest  son,  Colonel 
Charles  De  Witt,  who  married  Blandina  Du  Bois,  was 
very  prominent  in  Colonial  affairs  during  the  Revolu¬ 
tion.  He  was  a  member  of  the  First  Provincial  Con¬ 
vention  in  April  1775  and  of  the  3rd  and  4th  Provincial 
Congresses  where  he  was  associated  with  John  Jay  and 
William  Duer.  Colonel  De  Witt  was  a  member  of  the 
committee  that  drafted  the  New  York  State  Constitu¬ 
tion.  For  more  on  his  life,  see  sketch  on  file  at  the 
Ulster  County  Historical  Collections  and  the  address 
in  the  appendix  of  this  book  made  by  William  Cantine 
De  Witt,  City  Historian  of  Kingston,  N.  Y.  (1947). 

XII.  ANDRIES,  bapt.  at  Kingston,  N.  Y.  Feb.  20,  1704;  m.  Dec. 
3,  1731,  Bridgen  Nottingham,  bapt.  Dec.  23,  1711;  a 
sister  of  Mary,  who  married  Egbert  B.  De  Witt,  num¬ 
ber  X  above.  Andries  died  at  Rochester,  Ulster 
County,  N.  Y.  in  1764. 
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HIS  ANCESTORS  AND  DESCENDANTS 

3.  ANDRIES,  (Andries  2,  Tjerck  1)  b.  Feb.  20,  1704;  d.  in 
1764  at  Rochester  in  Ulster  County;  m.  Dec.  3,  1731, 
Bridgen  Nottingham,  dau.  of  William  Nottingham  and 
Margaret  Rutsen.  She  was  bapt.  Dec.  13,  1711  at 
Kingston,  N.  Y. 

\ 

Children  of  Andries  and  Bridgen  (Nottingham)  De  Witt: 

I.  ANDRIES,  bapt.  Apr.  25,  1732;  d.  1803;  m.  Maria  DePuy, 
Dec.  24,  1754,  ait  Warwarsing,  N.  Y. 

II.  WILJEM,  bapt.  Oct.  13,  1733;  d.  before  1760. 

III.  JANNETJEN,  bapt.  Dec.  14,  1735;  m.  John  Bodley  of 

England. 

IV.  GEERTEN,  bapt.  June  3,  1739;  m.  Phoebe  Waterman. 

V.  CATRINA,  bapt.  Dec.  10,  1741. 

VI.  THAMMES,  bapt.  June  24,  1744. 

VII.  HENRY,  bapt.  Jan.  4,  1747,  (Machackemech  Church 
Record). 

VIII.  MARIA,  bapt.  Apr.  22,  1750;  m.  Oct.  28,  1774,  Samuel 
Kirk-Patrick  of  Ireland. 

IX.  LEVE,  bapt.  Mar.  10,  1754,  (Napanoch  Church  Record). 


4.  ANDRIES,  A.  bapt.  Apr.  25,  1732  at  Kingston,  N.  Y. 

(Andries  3,  Andries  2,  Tjerck  1),  b.  in  1732;  d.  1803; 
m.  Maria  DePuy,  Dec.  24,  1754  at  Warwarsing,  N.  Y. 
bapt.  Jan.  12,  1736;  d.  Feb.  1816,  dau.  Cornelius  and 
Catherine  (Van  Aken)  DePuy.  The  name  DePuy  was 
frequently  corrupted  into  Depew  as  was  that  of  Chaun- 
cey  M.  Depew,  U.  S.  Senator  from  N.  Y.  According  to 
Schoonmaker’s  History  of  Kingston,  N.  Y.,  the  first 
DePuy  ancestor  in  the  N.  Y.  State  was  Nicholas  DaPui 
from  Artois,  France.  He  set  sail  for  this  country  in 
October  1662  in  the  ship  Purmerland  Church,  with  his 
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wife  and  their  three  children:  Nicholas,  John  and 
Moses.  He  settled  on  Long  Island.  Moses  the  young¬ 
est  son  came  and  settled  in  Ulster  County.  He  mar¬ 
ried  Maria,  dau.  of  Cornelius  Wynkoop  and  Maria 
Janse  Langendyck  of  Kingston.  Three  of  his  sons  and 
one  daughter  married  into  the  family  of  Jochem 
Schoonmaker  and  Anna  Hussey  as  follows: 

MOSES,  Feb.  14,  1716,  m.  Margaret 
BENJAMIN,  Sept.  3,  1719,  m.  Elizabeth 
CATHERINE,  Mar.  10,  1722,  m.  Benjamin 
JACOBUS,  Aug.  20,  1725,  m.  Sarah 

Moses  and  Margaret  DePuy  had  a  son  Benja¬ 
min  in  1728.  Moses  or  Benjamin  must  have  been 
the  father  of  Cornelius  DePuy,  but  we  have  not  been 
able  to  substantiate  the  connection  to  date. 

Children  of  Andries  (4)  and  Maria  (DePuy)  De  Witt: 

I.  ANDRIES  A.,  Jr.  bapt.  Apr.  1,  1764;  m.  Apr.  or  Aug.  13, 
1789. 


II.  THOMAS 

VI.  MOSES 

X.  CORNELIUS 

III.  ELI 

VII.  WILLIAM 

XI.  HENRY 

IV.  EPHRAIM 

VIII.  SIMEON 

XII.  JOHN 

V.  LEVI 

IX.  JACOB 

XIII.  DINAH 

Andries  A.  was  the  eldest  of  the  13  children. 


5.  ANDRIES  A.,  Jr.*  (Andries  4,  Andries  3,  Andries  2, 
Tjerck  1)  bapt.  Apr.  1,  1764  at  Warwarsing,  N.  Y.; 
m.  on  April  or  Aug.  13,  1789  at  Shawangunk,  N.  Y.  to 
Mary  Gasherie,  b.  Apr.  5,  1767  at  Shawangunk,  N.  Y. 
Again  referring  to  Schoonmaker ’s  History  of  Kingston, 
N.  Y.,  we  find  that  Stephen  Gasherie  came  to  this 
country  from  Marinne,  France  on  Apr.  30,  1699.  He 
married  at  Kingston,  Engeltje,  dau.  of  Hendrick 


•Junior,  according  to  Old  Dutch  Church  Records  at  Shawangunk,  N.  Y.  See 
the  1928-29  Year  Book  of  IllE  HOLLAND  SOCIETY  OF  NEW  YORK,  page  110,  item 
#1565. 
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HIS  ANCESTORS  AND  DESCENT  ANTS 

Jochemsen  Schoonmaker  and  Elsie  Janse  Breestede. 
They  left  two  children;  Judick,  who  m.  Lucas  Brasier 
in  New  York  and  Jan,  who  m.  Mary,  dau.  of  Joseph 
Hasbrouck  and  Elsie  Schoonmaker,  on  October  13,  17  54. 
They  had  3  children  -  Joseph,  who  was  the  first  Surro¬ 
gate  of  Ulster  County  under  the  new  State  Government, 
and  Abraham  and  Elsie.  As  this  seems  to  be  the  only 
Gasherie  family  of  which  there  is  any  record  and  Jan 
Gasherie  lived  in  Shawangunk,  it  seems  probable  that 
he  was  the  father  of  Mary  Gasherie.  Either  her  name 
was  left  out  or  misquoted  in  the  History  of  Kingston. 

For  further  Gasherie  information  see  Old  Ulster  Mag¬ 
azine,  vol.6,  page  27  3  and  page  22  of  the  Appendix. 

Children  of  Andries  A.  and  Mary  (Gasherie)  De  Witt: 

I.  GASHERIE,  b.  Sept.  6,  1790  at  Shawangunk,  N.  Y.:  d. 

Sept.  1859  at  Newark,  N.  J.;  m.  Christiana  Hownblower 
at  Bergen,  N.  J.  Nov.  13,  1819. 

II.  CORNELIUS,  b.  Nov.  24,  1792;  m.  Frances  Lovett  at 
Glenville. 

III.  MARIA,  b.  May  25,  1796;  d.  at  Glenville;  m.  a  man  named 

Stanley. 

IV.  ABRAM  JANSEN,  b.  July  7,  1802;  d.  in  infancy. 

V.  LEWIS,  b.  May  29,  1804.  Was  a  lawyer.  Died  in  1834.  ' 


SIXTH  GENERATION  IN  AMERICA 

6.  GASHERIE  (Andries  A.  5,  Andries  4,  Andries  3,  Andries 
2,  Tjerck  1),  b.  Sept  6,  1790  at  Shawangunk,  Ulster 
County,  N.  Y.;  d.  at  Newark  in  Sept.  1859;  m.  Christi¬ 
ana  Hornblower  at  Bergen,  N.  J.  Nov.  13,  1819.  She 
was  b.  Nov.  10,  1795  and  d.  Sept.  12,  1876.  She  was 
the  daughter  of  Josiah  Hornblower  and  Annetje  Merce* 
lis.  Gasherie  received  the  degree  of  M.  D.  from 
Rutger’s  Medical  College,  New  York  City  in  1827.  He 
practiced  medicine  successfully  in  New  York,  Bergen 
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and  Newark,  N.  J.  (The  obituary  to  Dr.  Gasherie  De 
Witt  written  by  Rev.  T.  De  Witt  Talmage  and  quoted 
elsewhere  in  these  pages  will  give  a  fair  idea  of  the 
man.  His  wife  was  the  daughter  of  Josiah  and  Annetje 
(Mercelis)  Hornblower.  This  is  one  of  the  most  inter¬ 
esting  branches  of  the  family  and  worthy  of  attention 
in  this  record. 

(Turn  to  page  32  to  continue  De  Witt  Record.) 


DE  WITT  -  HORNBLOWER 

CHRISTIANA  HORNBLOWER’S  first  ancestor  in  America 
was  Josiah  Hornblower,  son  of  the  engineer  and  steam-engine 
Manufacturer  of  England.  Josiah  has  the  historical  distinction 
of  being  the  one  who  brought  the  FIRST  STEAM  ENGINE  TO 
AMERICA  in  1756. 

LINEAGE  OF  THE  HORNBLOWERS 

JOSIAH,  b.  Feb.  23,  1729;  d.  Jan.  21,  1809;  m.--  1755,  to 
Elizabeth  Kingsland,  dau.  of  Col.  William  Kingsland  and 
Margaretta  Coerten*  of  New  Barbadoes  Neck,  Bergen 
County,  N.  J.  Josiah’s  father,  Joseph  was  born  in  1696  and 
d.  in  1762.  Additional  particulars  of  his  career  may  be 
found  in  “Yesterday  and  Today"  by  his  talented  great- 
grandson,  Cyrus  Redding.  His  wife’s  name  was  Rebecca 
and  Josiah  is  supposed  to  have  been  the  fourth  of  twelve 

•Some  account  should  he  given  of  the  maternal  ancestry  of  Mrs.  Josiah 
Hornblower.  Her  grandmother,  Elizabeth  De  Riemer  was  a  daughter  of 
Huybert  De  Riemer  who  was  the  third  child  of  Isaac  De  Riemer  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  Gravenract,  whose  children  were  - 

1.  MARGARET,  married  Cornelis  Steenwyck,  Mayor  of  New  York  in  1682-3 

and  one  of  the  wealthiest  merchants  in  the  city. 

2.  PIETER,  b.  1645,  had  a  son  Isaac  who  was  Mayor  of  New  York  City  in 

1700  and  Sheriff  in  1701-2. 

3.  HUYRERT,  died  at  Meuse  France,  he  was  a  Naval  Surgeon. 

Elizabeth  (Lysbeth)  Gravenract  married  2nd  Elbert  Elbertsen  and  3rd  in 
1659,  Dominie  Samuel  Drisius,  pastor  of  the  Dutch  Church.  (Tjerck  and 
Barbara  De  Witt  were  married  in  this  church  in  1656.  Di  d  he  perform 
the  ceremony  and  start  the  De  Witts  of  America?) 

4.  MAQ1TELT  DE  RIEMER,  b.?  Joined  the  Dutch  Church  in  New  York  in 
1682;  m.  NICHOLAS  GOUVERNEUR  of  France,  a  prominent  merchant  of  New 
York,  though  spending  most  of  his  time  in  France  and  Holland.  He 
was  the  founder  of  the  GOUVERNEUR  family  of  New  York. 
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HIS  ANCESTORS  AND  DESCENDANTS 

children.  A  complete  account  of  his  life  is  given  in“JOSIAH 
HORNBLOWER  and  the  FIRST  STEAM-ENGINE  IN  AMERI¬ 
CA”  by  William  Nelson.  He  became  a  merchant  in  Belle¬ 
ville,  N.  J.,  was  elected  to  the  New  Jersey  Legislature  in 
1779,  became  speaker  in  1780,  was  elected  to  the  upper 
branch  in  1781.  Was  chosen  by  the  Legislature  to  represent 
New  Jersey  in  the  CONGRESS  OF  THE  CONFEDERATION,* 
his  associates  being  Lambert  Cadwallader  and  John  Cleves 
Symmes,  both  men  of  wide  reputation.  He  was  appointed 
Judge  of  the  Essex  Common  Pleas  in  1790  and  reappointed 
in  1795.  A  staunch  supporter  of  the  American  Revolution, 
he  was  most  active  in  the  cause  and  a  price  was  put  on  his 
head  by  the  British  government.  He  had  many  narrow  escapes 
and  was  fortunate  in  always  eluding  the  would  be  captors. 

Children  of  Josiah  and  Elizabeth  (Kingsland)  Hornblower; 

I.  JOSEPH,  b.  1756;  d.  1777  without  issue.  Studied  medi¬ 
cine  in  New  Brunswick,  N.  J. 

II.  MARGARETTA,  b.  1758;  d.  Dec.  29,  1825;  m.  James  H. 
Kip,  a  prominent  merchant  of  New  York  City.  Their 
children  were: 

1.  Henry  died  at  2  days. 

2.  Elizabeth,  b.  Mar.,  1781;  d.  Nov.  17,  1805;  m.  1800, 

John  Arent  Schuyler  of  New  Barbadoes  Neck, 

N.  J.,  b.  Apr.  12,  1779;  d.  Oct.  12,  1817;  son  of 
Arent  J.  Schuyler,  who  was  the  son  of  Col.  John 
Schuyler.  He  married  (2)  Catherine,  dau.  of 
Robert  Van  Rennselaer. 

III.  WILLIAM,  b.  1759;  d.  1765  o^  scarlet  fever. 

IV.  JAMES,  b.  1761;  d.  Mar.  31,  1845;  m.  Apr.  5,  1796, 

Hannah  Crane,  who  died  Feb.  7,  1823, 

V.  REBECCA,  b.  1762  ,  Both  died  of  scarlet  fever  with 

VI.  ELIZABETH,  b.  1764  '  their  brother  William  in  1765. 

VII.  WILLIAM,  b.  1765;  d.  1799  without  issue.  He  married 

his  cousin,  Margaret  Kingsland,  b.  Mar.  26,  1773,  dau. 
of  Edmund  William  Kingsland. 


See  page  21  of  Appendix. 
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VIII.  JOSlAH,  b.  May  23,  1767;  d.  May  6,  1848;  m.  Annetje 
Mercelis. 

IX.  JONATHAN,  b.  July  26,  1769;  d.  Oct.  23,  1809  without  is¬ 
sue.  He  lived  for  sometime  with  his  uncle  James  H. 

Kip  in  New  York.  As  early  as  1793,  he  was  engaged 
with  his  brother  in  operating  the  store  at  Second  River. 
The  name  of  the  firm  was  William  and  J.  Hornblower. 
About  this  time  he  changed  his  name  to  John  and  was 
thereafter  known  by  that  name,  although  occasionally 
called  Jonathan.  He  was  called  John  in  his  father’s 
will. 

X.  HENRY  COERTEN,  b.  1771;  d.  Sept.  8,  1795  at  Troy,  N.  Y. 

of  yellow  fever  contracted  in  New  York.  He  was  a  sailor. 

XI.  CHRISTIANA,  b.  1775;  d.  Nov.  1794  from  the  effects  of  a 
contusion  on  her  head,  received  in  raising  herself  sud¬ 
denly  against  the  mantlepiece.  She  is  said  to  have  been 
a  most  lovely  and  amiable  girl. 

XII.  JOSEPH  COERTEN,  b.  May  6,  1777;  d.  June  11,  1864;  m. 

Apr.  9,  1803,  Mary  Burnet,  dau.  of  Dr.  William  Burnet, 
Jr.  of  Belleville,  N.  J.  She  d.  Dec.  18,  1836.  m.  2nd 
Mar.  9,  1840,  Mary  Ann,  dau.  of  Major  John  Kinney  of 
Newark,  N.  J.  He  studied  law  in  1798  with  David  B. 
Ogden  of  Newark  and  succeeded  to  his  business  when 
Mr.  Ogden  moved  to  New  York  in  1800,  although  Mr. 
Hornblower  was  not  admitted  to  the  bar  until  1803.  He 
was  CHIEF  JUSTICE  OF  NEW  JERSEY,  1832-46.  See 
“Address  on  the  life  and  Character  of  the  Hon.  Joseph 
C.  Hornblower,  LL.D.,”  by  the  Hon.  Richard  S.  Field, 
before  the  New  Jersey  Historical  Society,  Jan.  1 6 , 

1865. 

3.  JOSIAH,  (Josiah  2,  Joseph  1.)  b.  May  23,  1767;  d.  May  6, 
1848;  m.  Annetje  (Anna)  Merselis,  dau.  of  Merselis 
and  Elisabet  (Vlierboom)  Merselis.*  She  was  b.  Nov. 


•The  MERSELIS  family  is  still  numerous  in  Hudson  and  Bergen  Counties,  New 
Jersey.  They  trace  their  lineage  to  PIETER  MARCELISEN  (Marselis,  Mercelis, 
etc.)  a  native  of  the  little  town  of  BEEST,  near  Leerdam,  in  the  Province 
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HIS  ANCESTORS  AND  DESCENDANTS 

25,  1773;  d.  Dec.  21,  1832.  They  were  married  by  the 
Rev.  Lynn  of  New  York  City.  Josiah  studied  medicine 
under  Dr.  Thomas  Steele  of  Belleville,  N.  J.  in  1789. 

He  practiced  throughout  what  is  now  Hudson  County 
and  in  the  War  of  1812,  was  appointed  a  surgeon  and 
assigned  to  duty  at  “The  Old  Arsenal  on  the  Heights.” 

He  continued  in  active  service  until  1844. 

Children  of  Josiah  and  Annetje  (Merselis)  Hornblower: 

I.  JOSIAH,  b.  Aug.  7,  1792;  d.  Jan.  23,  1824;  m.  Oct.  15, 

1812,  (by  the  Rev.  John  Cornelison)  to  Hannah  Towne, 
who  was  born  Nov.  22,  1791.  He  was  a  physician  at 
Bergen,  N.  J. 

II.  ELIZABETH,  b.  Dec.  28,  1793;  d.  May  28,  1844;  m.  Oct. 

15,  1816,  to  Dr.  Thomas  Brown  Gautier  of  Bergen,  N.  J. 
who  was  b.  July  25,  1797;  d.  Apr.  1  1,  1850  at  Jersey 
City.  They  had  eight  children. 

III.  CHRISTIANA,  b.  Nov.  10,  1795;  d.  Sept.  2,  1876;  married 

Dr.  GASHERIE  DE  WITT  of  Bergen,  N.  J.  and  later  of 
Belleville,  N.  J.** 

IV.  HENRY  MERSELIS,  b.  Nov.  3,  1797;  d.  Aug.  8,  1814.  No 

issue. 

V.  JAMES  KIP,  b.  Sept.  11,  1806;  d.  June  21,  1828.  No  issue. 

VI.  WILLIAM  J.  V.  H.,  b.  Oct.  22,  1809;  d.  Apr.  3,  1881. 

Studied  medicine  and  was  graduated  from  the  College 
of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  New  York  City  in  1831; 


•of  Utrecht,  Holland. 

He  left  Amsterdam,  Holland  in  April  1661  with  his  wife  and  four  chil¬ 
dren  -  twelve,  six,  four  and  two  years  of  age,  and  two  servants  on  the 
Dutch  West  India  ship  “BEAVER”  and  arrived  at  New  Amsterdam  in  America 
on  the  9th  of  May,  1661.  The  ship’s  register  shows  that  he  paid  232 
florins  passage  money  for  the  family  of  eight  persons,  so  lie  must  have 
been  a  man  of  means.  He  removed  to  Bergen  where  he  settled  and  where  his 
wife  died  in  1680  and  he  in  168l. 

••The  will  of  Christiana  H.  De  Witt  is  on  file*  in  Essex  County,  N.  J., 
18742G.  W , 1876.  inv.1879. 
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GASHERIE  DE  WITT  II 

m.  Oct.  14,  1835,  Sarah,  youngest  daughter  of  the  Rev. 
James  V.  C.  Romeyn  of  Hackensack,  N.  J.  She  was  b. 
Feb.  22,  1814;  d.  May  8,  1847.  Dr.  Hornblower  dropped 
the  middle  initials  of  his  name  and  called  himself 
William. 

VII.  JANE,  b.  Oct.  2,  1811;  d.  May  24,  1843;  m.  Dr.  Philip 
Zabriskie  of  Bergen,  N.  J. 


DE  WITT,  GASHERIE 
Cont’d.  from  P.  28 

Children  of  Gasherie  and  Christiana  (Hornblower)  De  Witt: 

I.  GASHERIE  II.  (7),  b.  June  10,  1822;  d.  Nov.  19,  1874;  m. 
Oct.  15,  1849  to  Jennie  Langridge  Dowling,  b.  June  5, 
1830  in  Hooknorton,  England,  dau.  of  Rev.  John  Dowl¬ 
ing  and  Cornlia  Langridge.  She  d.  July  11,  1917. 

II.  ANNA  MARIA,  b.  Aug.  29,  1820;  d.  ? 

III.  JOSIAH  HORNBLOWER,  b.  Mar.  11,  1824;  d.  bet.  1880-90 

in  East  Orange  N.  J.;  m. 

IV.  LEWIS  ANDRIES,  b.  June  9,  1826;  d.  in  infancy. 

V.  JANE  ZABRISKIE,  b.  Sept.  1829;  d.  bet.  1906-12.  Lived 
in  Jersey  City.  Unmarried 

VI.  ELIZABETH  GASHERIE,  b.  1831;  d.  ,1863;  Unmarried 

VII.  WILLIAM  HORNBLOWER;  b.  Feb.  1834;  d.  1856;  Unmar¬ 
ried. 

VIII.  HELEN,  b.  1835;  d.  1858.  Unmarried.  Was  a  great 
Beauty. 
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HIS  ANCESTORS  AND  DESCENDANTS 

IX.  JOSEPH  COERTEN  HORNBLOWER,  b.  1840;  d.  1859.  He 
was  drowned  while  skating  on  the  Passaic  River  at 
Belleville,  N.  J. 

The  records  would  indicate  that  all  of  this  family  were 
born  in  Belleville  where  their  father  practiced  medicine  for 
many  years. 


The  following  quotation  is  copied  from  a  clipping  in  a 
scrap-book  kept  by  Gasherie  De  Witt  II. 


“For  the  Christian  Intelligencer" 

DR.  GASHERIE  DE  WITT 

Mr.  Editor;-  The  papers  have  announced  the  death  of  Dr. 
Gasherie  De  Witt,  a  member  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church  of 
Belleville,  N.  J.  As  his  former  pastor,  I  must  write  my  esti¬ 
mate  of  his  worth  as  a  man  and  a  Christian.  The  world  has 
but  few  such  men  as  he  to  lose,  and  his  departure  demands 
more  than  ordinary  notice. 

Born  among  the  mountains  of  Ulster  County,  New  York, 
he  always  retained  a  love  for  country  life  and  scenery.  One  of 
his  last  visits  from  his  adopted  home  was  a  pilgrimage  to  the 
place  of  his  birth  and  boyhood.  Some  years  after  having  entered 
his  profession  he  established  himself  in  New  York  City  (Note: 
His  house  and  office  was  located  on  Fifth  Ave.  at  the  southwest 
corner  of  33rd  Street.)  It  was  by  a  faithfulness  and  skill  in  the 
discharge  of  his  duty,  he  wrought  himself  into  the  affections  of 
a  large  circle  of  friends  and  admirers  and  became  intimately 
associated  with  the  first  physicians  of  the  city.  His  heart  hav¬ 
ing  been  early  brought  under  the  influence  of  the  Spirit,  he 
carried  the  principles  of  his  holy  religion  into  his  worldly  pro¬ 
fession.  He  was  not  more  the  physician  of  the  body  than  of  the 
soul.  The  day  of  judgement,  I  doubt  not,  will  reveal  the  result 
of  his  Christian  faithfulness  at  the  bed  of  sickness. 

For  the  last  few  years  his  body  was  but  a  frail  tenament. 
Smitten  down  by  disease  in  the  midst  of  the  greatest  activity, 
he  still  rejoiced  in  the  goodness  of  his  Heavenly  Father.  It 
does  not  seem  possible  that  any  Christian  should  have  exhibited 
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more  patience  under  trial.  In  the  course  of  about  three  years 
he  lost  by  death  three  beloved  children.  One,  a  promising  lad, 
was  drowned  last  winter,  while  skating  on  the  Passiac  River. 
One  hour  after  that  terrible  calamity  had  occured,  we  heard 
him  say,  “It  is  alright,  God  has  some  kind  purpose."  We  shall 
never  forget  the  hours  we  passed  with  him  in  religious  conver¬ 
sation  and  prayer.  He  seemed  to  live  in  the  very  gate  of  hea¬ 
ven.  He  had  faults,  but  they  grew  out  of  the  ardor  of  his  na¬ 
ture.  He  had  not  overmuch  patience  with  meanness,  or  any¬ 
thing  that  seemed  like  half-way  Christian  character.  He  loved 
the  Church  with  all  his  heart.  While  in  health  he  was  indefati¬ 
gable  in  her  service,  and  after  his  strength  had  been  palsied, 
he  ceased  not  to  talk  earnestly  of  her  interests.  His  memory 
of  most  other  subjects,  under  the  stroke  of  disease,  seemed  to 
fail  him,  but  the  Word  of  God  was  at  his  tongues-end.  He  had 
a  scripture  passage  ready  for  every  subject.  He  seemed  ri¬ 
pening  for  heaven  and  said  he  was  only  waiting  for  the  glory 
to  be  revealed.  A  kindhearted,  humble,  benevolent,  energetic 
Christian  has  fallen;  has  risen,  rather,  into  the  presence  of 
that  Saviour,  of  whom  he  spoke  so  often  with  an  enthusiasm 
that  we  have  never  seen  equalled. 

The  Lord  comfort  the  widow,  and  help  the  bereaved  chil¬ 
dren  to  carry  to  their  different  posts  of  usefulness  the  excel¬ 
lency  of  their  father’s  character." 

T.  De  Witt  Talmage 

Syracuse,  N.  Y.  1859 
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From  a  photograph  made  of  him  in  Dresden,  Germany  in  1874  during  his 

.  .  **  , 

visit  to  Europe  as  United  States  Commissioner  to  the  Vienna  Exposition. 
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SEVENTH  GENERATION  IN  AMERICA 


GASHERIE  DE  WITT  II 
and 

HIS  DESCENDANTS 
FAMILY  #1 

7.  GASHERIE  II.  (Gasherie  6,  Andries  A.  5,  Andries  4, 

Andries  3,  Andries  2,  Tjerck  1,  ‘Nicholas’),  b.  Bergen, 
N.  J.  June  10,  1822;  d.  Nov.  19,  1874  in  Geneva,  Swit¬ 
zerland;  m.  Oct.  15,  1849  in  New  York  City  to  Jennie 
Langridge  Dowling,*  b.  June  5,  1830  at  Hooknorton, 
England;  d.  July  11,  1917,  at  Castile,  New  .York,  dau. 
of  Rev.  John  Dowling,  D.  D.  and  Cornelia  Langridge. 
(Index  of  Wills,  Es  sex  County,  N.  J.;  Gasherie  De  Witt, 
18434G.,  W.  1875.  inv.  1875.) 

As  we  have  seen,  Andries  A.  and  Mary  (Gasherie)  De 
Witt  thought  enough  of  the  name  ‘Gasherie’  to  give  it  to  their 
first  born  son  and  this  was  done  in  the  two  succeeding  genera¬ 
tions. 


Gasherie  De  Witt  II,  to  fulfill  the  desires  of  his  father, 
was  educated  as  a  physician  but  business  seems  to  have  inter¬ 
ested  him  more  and  he  became  a  merchant  in  New  York  City, 
later  moving  back  to  Belleville,  N.  J. 

According  to  the  “History  of  Essex  and  Hudson  Counties, 
New  Jersey,’’  Vol.  2,  Page  890-c  -  “Gasherie  De  Witt  and  his 
brother  Josiah  Hornblower  De  Witt,  formed  a  company  with 
Cornelius  Van  Houten  and  James  G.  De  Witt  in  Belleville,  N.  J. 
and  took  over  the  wirecloth  factory  which  they  operated  until 
1874.  At  the  death  of  Gasherie  De  Witt  in  1874,  the  firm  was 
incorporated  as  The  De  Witt  Wirecloth  Company  and  control 
taken  over  by  his  half-brother,  James  G.  De  Witt  with  several 
other  officers.”  Gasherie  De  Witt  had  no  half-brother,  James 
G.  De  Witt  was  possibly  a  cousin.  W e  do  know  that  the  new 

•  See  pa  ge  4  1. 
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management  caused  his  widow,  Jennie  Dowling  De  Witt  to  lose 
most  of  her  inheritance.  This  factory  had  the  distinction  of 
having  made  the  copper  wire  which  was  used  by  Samuel  Morse 
in  transmitting  his  first  telegram  from  Baltimore  to  Washing¬ 
ton.  The  black  metal  shroud  which  was  used  on  Abraham 
Lincoln’s  casket  was  made  in  this  factory. 

Gasherie  De  Witt  II,  educated  as  a  physician,  experienced 
as  a  merchant  and  a  successful  manufacturer  and  inventor, 
still  had  time  to  enter  actively  into  the  affairs  of  his  community, 
his  state  and  his  country.  He  served  as  the  president  of  the 
Village  Board  of  Belleville,  N.  J.,  was  elected  to  the  New  Jer¬ 
sey  Legislature  after  unanimous  selection  as  a  candidate  and 
while  in  Trenton,  succeeded  in  having  laws  passed  which  closed 
all  saloons  in  his  district.  He  was  most  active  in  Church  af¬ 
fairs,  contributing  generously  to  many  religious  activities.  He 
was  a  writer  of  no  mean  ability  with  a  keen  insight  of  politics 
and  the  trends  of  the  times  and  his  advice  was  often  sought  by 
the  leaders  of  his  state.  He  was  always  Republican  in  all  po¬ 
litical  questions. 

He  made  several  trips,  to  Europe  on  business,  for  plea¬ 
sure  and  for  his  health.  He  was  appointed  United  States  Com¬ 
missioner  to  the  Vienna  Exposition  by  President  Grant  and  it 
was  after  this  particular  mission,  that  he  died  in  Geneva, 
Switzerland  where  he  had  gone  for  his  health,  accompanied  by 
all  the  members  of  his  family.  His  body  was  returned  to  this 
country  and  lies  buried  in  the  Belleville  Cemetery.  The  Rev. 

T.  De  Witt  Talmage  delivered  a  memorial  service  in  his  mem¬ 
ory  and  it  seems  well  worth  quoting  within  these  pages  as  an 
indication  of  the  high  esteem  in  which  this  kindly  man  was 
held. 
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FROM  SERMON  BY  REV.  T.  DE  WITT  TALMAGE,  D.  D. 

Pastor 

BROOKLYN  TABERNACLE 

1875 

“I  bring  the  consolation  of  this  subject  especially  to  the 
friends  of  Gasherie  De  Witt,  on  this  and  on  the  other  side  of 
the  Atlantic.  I  parted  with  him  three  years  ago  at  the  Victoria 
Station  in  London,  England.  Many  of  you  parted  with  him  at 
the  door  of  the  village  church  in  Belleville,  N.  J..  Others  of 
you  parted  with  him  in  the  last  moment  at  the  foot  of  Mount 
Blanc.  But  we  shall  meet  again.  He  was  a  man  worth  meeting. 

“Eighteen  years  ago  he  first  dawned  upon  me  in  the  par¬ 
sonage  at  Belleville  where  he  had  come  to  welcome  me  to  my 
new  home.  Since  then  I  have  been  with  him  in  a  great  variety 
of  circumstances,  and,  beginning  by  thinking  well  of  him,  I 
have  loved  him  more  and  more  as  the  years  rolled  by.  He  was 
born  to  be  a  leader,  and  by  common  consent  men  fell  in  line 
behind  him. 

“He  cjid  not  take  things  by  slow  besiegement,  but  by 
storm.  While  others  planned,  he  both  planned  and  executed. 
With  his  own  hands  he  made  his  fortune;  but  though  the  money 
came  rapidly,  the  more  rapidly  did  his  heart  enlarge.  He  had 
done  the  work  of  an  octogenarian  at  mid  life.  He  was  one  of 
the  few  men  who  can  do  many  things  well.  Whether  advocating 
the  building  of  a  railroad,  or  inventing  a  new  machine,  or  hunt¬ 
ing  in  a  Southern  forest,  or  speaking  in  a  Legislative  hall,  or 
advocating  a  temperance  reform,  or  wielding  a  painter’s  pen¬ 
cil,  or  arousing  a  Church  meeting,  he  was  an  expert,  a  marks¬ 
man,  a  connoisseur,  an  agitator,  a  commander. 

“He  was  always  right  and  never  afraid,  well-balanced, 
yet  quick;  conservative  where  things  ought  to  be  preserved, 
radical  where  they  ought  to  be  destroyed.  He  was  impatient 
of  time-serving  people;  explosive  with  red  faced  indignation 
at  anything  like  meanness;  tearfully  tender  with  suffering;  a 
bubbling  well  of  sympathy;  a  many  keyed  soul  on  which  you 
might  play  anthem  or  dirge,  battle  march  or  lullaby. 

“But  I  think  the  master  passion  of  his  soul  was  Christian 
generosity.  He  gave  to  his  elder  son  council  that  I  have  never 


. 

d'  w  O  ■  rti.  r  Hit  ‘1-  • 

1  Krt  -,!.*«»  «  T-:d 

d  1  Z  ...  1 1  * '  •<-«<•- 

.wlil.vifimob<tt3  0.  v  *t*13 


39 


HIS  ANCESTORS  AND  DESCENDANTS 

heard  of  being  given  in  a  dying  hour,  ‘Be  generous!’  He  went 
everywhere  searching  for  sick  ministers,  feeble  churches  and 
struggling  young  men.  It  was  his  life  to  help  somebody.  At 
the  dedication  (in  Brooklyn  in  1870)  of  our  first  Tabernacle 
(erected  at  a  cost  of  $45,00.00)  he  arose  six  times  in  the 
audience  to  make  contribution,  his  tongue  thick  with  that  par¬ 
alysis  which  helped  after  awhile  to  end  his  life. 

“I  went  to  him  and  laid  before  him  the  policy  of  a  Lay 
College,  the  object  of  which  should  be  the  education  of  Laymen 
for  practical  Christian  work  in  all  the  denominations.  He 
slapped  his  hand  on  his  knee  and  said:  ‘Thats  just  what  we 
want.  I  have  been  waiting  for  something  of  that  kind  for  twenty 
years.  The  ministers  cannot  do  this  work  all  alone.  You  must 
get  the  troops  massed  and  the  private  Christians  of  all  denom¬ 
inations  drilled  for  the  work.  Go  ahead  Talmage,  and  I’ll  back 
you!’  and  he  did  back  me  with  his  money,  and  with  his  prayers, 
and  with  his  council  -  from  his  dying  pillow  sending  me  stir¬ 
ring  words  of  encouragement. 

“The  tide  of  influence  that  that  institution  set  in  motion 
will  roll  on  forever.  Many  souls  have  already  been  brought  to 
God  through  the  instrumentality  of  the  men  who  have  been 
trained  there.  That  institution  would  not  have  been  formed  but 
for  the  financial  encouragement  of  Mr.  De  Witt. 

“A  colony  of  Chinese  came  near  his  residence,  and  at 
his  own  expense  he  opened  a  school  to  educate  them-  for  God 
and  Heaven,  and  in  the  long  procession  that  followed  him  on 
the  funeral  day  there  was  nothing  more  impressive  than  the 
saddened  faces  of  those  Chinese  as  they  marched  on  after  the 
dead  body  of  their  benefactor. 

“That  man  turned  his  back  on  his  elegant  mansion,  and 
went  out  for  the  most  dismal  work  that  man  ever  does  -  the 
hunting  up  of  his  lost  health.  He  sought  for  it  in  England,  in 
Germany,  in  Italy,  in  Switzerland,  staying  long  enough  in  the 
Christian  chapels  of  foreign  countries  to  help  them  with  his 
money  and  his  prayers;  staying  long  enough  in  the  picture  gal¬ 
leries  of  Dresden  to  copy  with  his  own  hands  some  of  the  works 
of  the  great  masters  -  astonishing  the  native  artists  with  his 
skill;  then  coming  to  Geneva  to  lie  down  and  die  in  awful  excru¬ 
ciation. 
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“It  seemed  as  if  God  said  to  him:  ‘Your  search  for  health 
amid  the  mountains  of  this  world  is  a  failure.  Now,  come  up 
higher  -  breathe  a  better  air.  In  the  deep  fountains  of  the  Rock 
bathe  off  all  your  physical  torture.  There  is  no  sorrow  that 
Heaven  cannot  cure!'****  So  Gasherie  De  Witt  was  emancipat¬ 
ed!  So  he  woke  up!  So  he  began  to  live!  So  he  ascended!**** 

“Alas  for  the  home  !  beautiful  but  devastated.  The  pic¬ 
tures  are  there,  and  the  books  are  there,  and  all  the  familiar 
surroundings  are  there;  but  he  who  made  the  pictures,  and  he 
who  bought  the  books,  and  he  who  planned  the  house,  and  he  who 
laid  out  the  grounds  comes  not  up  the  hill,  nor  is  his  quick 
strong  footstep  heard  in  the  doorway**** 

“I  see  in  the  audience  a  goodly  number  of  his  village 
neighbors  and  business  associates.  You  have  come  in  this 
morning  from  Belleville, *e3**c*:  you  know  and  loved  Gasherie  De 
Witt.  You  will  never  hear  his  voice  again  in  the  village  coun¬ 
cils,  nor  will  you  greet  him  again  to  your  firesides.  But  you 
do  not  have  to  stop  and  guess  as  to  where  he  has  gone.  You 
know  that  if  there  is  any  such  place  as  Heaven,  he  is  there;  if 
there  is  any  such  being  as  God,  Gasherie  De  Witt  is  with  him. 

“Oh,  my  friends,  aspire  after  the  same  high  residence. 
When  you  quit  your  abode  on  the  banks  of  the  beautiful  Passaic, 
you  may  go  up  to  walk  on  the  margin  of  the  River  of  Life  with 
your  old  friends  and  companions,  and  have  explained  to  your 
everlasting1  satisfaction  why  Gasherie  De  Witt  was  put  to  so 
much  pain,  and  why  he  must  die  so  far  away  from  home,  and 
why  he  must  go  away  from  his  family  and  the  Church  and  the 
world  at  a  time  when  they  can  so  poorly  afford  to  spare  him. 

T.  De  WittTalmage 


April  21,  1861,  Sunday 

“This  will  be  a  day  remembered  by  our  family  -  As  long 
as  life  shall  last  -  Our  Country’s  peril  -  Minnies  dangerous 
illness,  and  the  consecration  of  a  son  and  brother  to  the  battle¬ 
field.  The  departure  of  the  71st.,  12th,  and  6th  regiments  of 
N,  York  for  Washington.  The  ovation  of  the  city.  Josey  said 
to  me  this  morning,  ‘Do  you  remember  my  warning  when  at 


■ 


,  - - i 


. 

„ ,,U,  .M  «<  jr  bT,  „I  q,  r,.ool  h*°t* 

lv  W'7"r  ,*i  *°  <  I  v  toil  ,Uo 

O.  .  3 i  wii'Wv'iil 


V/  no  |  ■■  *» 

,  !;5  j  o.t  biolh-  Y Iiooq  Ol  ««  Y^'  "  9lf  I< 


41 


HIS  ANCESTORS  AND  DESCENDANTS 


your  house  last?  What  an  impression  it  made  upon  me!  I 
dreamed  that  I  was  shot  three  times.  I  feel  this  morning  that 
I  shall  never  come  back.* 

“My  little  daughter  Jennie  on  my  return  home,  opened  a 
book  in  which  was  a  picture  of  war,  and  pointing  to  one  of  the 
prostrate  figures  exclaimed  -  ‘There  is  Uncle  Josey  dead.’ 
Are  these  incidents  omnious  ?  " 


Belleville 


Note:  The  above  lines  are  copied  from  a  penciled  notation  in 
an  old  scrapbook  belonging  to  Gasherie  De  Witt  II.  It  is 
to  be  assumed  that  in  speaking  of  Josey  he  was  referring 
to  his  brother,  Josiah  Hornblower  De  Witt.  If  so,  his 
fears  were  groundless  as  Josiah  lived  well  into  the  1880’s 
with  his  family  in  his  handsome  home  in  East  Orange, 

N.  J.  The  reactions  to  war  in  those  days  did  not  greatly 
differ  from  those  experienced  in  our  day. 

On  November  29,  1861,  Gasherie  De  Witt  visited  the 
encampment  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  at  Seminary 
Hill,  Virginia  and  saw  and  wrote  about  the  review  of 
100,000  troops  by  President  Lincoln  and  General 
McClellan. 

On  the  15th  of  October  1849;  nearly  one  hundred  years 
ago,  Gasherie  De  Witt  married  Jennie  Langridge  Dowling,  a 
daughter  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  John  Dowling,  D.  D.  There  are  now 
fifteen  grandchildren  living  who  remember  this  grandmother 
with  the  greatest  affection  and  respect. 

The  daughter  of  a  famous  minister  and  religious  writer, 
she  inherited  much  of  his  ability  and  made  a  fitting  mate  for 
her  respected  husband.  She  too,  wrote  many  books  and  poems  - 
Took  an  active  part  in  all  local  affairs  -  Raised  a  family  of 
nine  accomplished  children  -  Supervised  the  operation  of  a 
girls  seminary  -  and  was  active  in  woman’s  suffrage  with  Susan 
B.  Anthony  in  the  early  days.  She  graduated  August  18,  1847, 
at  the  age  of  seventeen  from  the  Academical  and  Theological 
Institution  of  Npw  Hampton,  New  Hampshire,  as  a  “Lady  and 
Scholar.”  Dignified,  kindly  and  with  a  pleasant  smile  for  all, 
she  had  many  friends  and  lived  to  a  good  old  age  to  enjoy  them 
and  her  large  family,  all  of  whom  adored  her. 
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Their  home  in  Belleville,  N.  J.  was  an  imposing  affair  in 
the  style  of  the  times  and  stood  upon  a  hill  overlooking  the 
Passiac  River  well  below.  It  was  part  of  the  old  Hornblower 
estate  and  was  called  “TRURO"  after  a  town  in  England  where 
Joseph  Hornblower,  the  father  of  Josiah,  once  lived.  With  such 
a  large  family  and  with  so  many  close  relatives  living  nearby, 
their  home  was  a  busy  place  with  much  entertainment,  sump¬ 
tuous  meals,  dancing,  singing  and  much  religious  activity. 


DR.  JOHN  DOWLING.,  D.D. 

The  Dowling  family  in  England  and  Ireland  was  a  large 
one  and  there  have  been  many  noted  members.  However,  it 
remains  for  some  future  genealogist  to  trace  the  family  con¬ 
nection  back  in  England.  We  will  here  only  concern  ourselves 
with  the  father  and  mother  of  Jennie  Langridge  Dowling  who 
were  Dr.  John  Dowling  and  Cornelia  Langridge. 

Referring  to  the  National  Cyclopaedia  of  American  Biog¬ 
raphy,  we  find  the  following  in  Vol.  9,  page  216  - 

“John  Dowling,  clergyman,  was  born  in  Pevensey  on  the 
sea-coast  of  Sussex,  England  on  May  12,  1807.  His  birthplace 
is  interesting  as  having  been  the  landing  place  of  William  the 
Conqueror  in  1066.  The  ivy  covered  walls  of  Pevensey  Castle, 
where  the  soldiers  of  King  William  took  refuge,  overhang  the 
birthplace  of  John  Dowling;  and  even  in  the  days  of  the  con¬ 
quest,  it  was  an  ancient  ruin  of  Roman  origin. 

“Dr.  Dowling’s  parents  and  ancestors  were  zealous  in 
their  adherence  to  the  established  Church  of  England.  He  was 
a  studious  youth.  At  an  early  age  he  removed  to  London,  where, 
at  the  age  of  seventeen  he  joined  the  Eagle  Street  Baptist  Church 
under  the  pastorship  of  the  Rev.  Joseph  Iviney,  the  historian  of 
the  English  Baptists. 

“In  his  nineteenth  year  he  became  instructor  in  the  Latin 
language  and  literature  at  the  Clapham  Rise  Classical  Institute 
in  the  vicinity  of  London,  and  at  twenty-one  taught  Greek,  He¬ 
brew,  Latin  and  French  in  a  similar  institution  yi  Buckingham¬ 
shire,  under  the  care  of  Rev.  Ebenezer  West. 

“Dr.  Dowling  started  a  Classical  boarding  school  in 
Oxfordshire  in  1829,  which  was  a  prosperous  institution;  but 
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with  a  view  to  moving  to  America,  he  disposed  of  it  three  years 
later. 

“Soon  after  the  arrival  of  himself  and  family  in  the  United 
States,  he  accepted  a  call  to  the  Baptist  Church  at  Catskill, 

N.  Y.  where  he  was  ordained  on  November  14,  1832.  Later,  in 
August  1836,  he  was  installed  pastor  of  the  Baptist  congrega¬ 
tion  worshiping  in  the  Gothic  Masonic  Hall,  New  York;  also  he 
preached  for  two  or  three  years  in  the  Broadway  Baptist 
Church,  in  Hope  Chapel,  and  for  a  time  was  at  a  church  in 
Providence.  During  1844-1852  he  was  a  pastor  of  Berean 
Baptist  Church  in  Bedford  Street,  New  York.  He  then  accepted 
a  call  to  a  church  in  Philadelphia,  remaining,  however,  but  a 
short  time,  as  he  resumed  his  connection  with  the  Bedford 
Street  Church  at  their  unanimous  request.  After  many  years 
of  acceptable  service,  he  was  pastor  for  a  few  years  in  a  New¬ 
ark  church,  but  finally  became  settled  as  the  pastor  of  the  South 
Baptist  Church,  New  York. 

“Dr.  Dowling  was  the  author  of  “Vindication  of  the  Bap¬ 
tists"  (New  York),  “Exposition  of  the  Prophecies”  (1840); 
“Defense  of  the  Protestant  Scriptures”  (1843),  “History  of 
Romanism"  (1845),  of  which  30,000  copies  were  sold  in  less 
than  ten  years;  “Power  of  Illustration”;  “Nights  and  Mornings"; 
and  “Judson  Offering.”  He  edited  a  Conference  Hymn  Book 
(1868);  Noel’s  work  on  “Baptism,"  the  works  of  Lorenzo  Dow, 
Conyer’s  “Middleton  on  the  Conformity  of  Poperty  and  Pagan¬ 
ism,”  “Memoir  of  the  Missionary  Jacob  Thomas,”  and  a  trans¬ 
lation  from  the  French  of  Dr.  Cote’s  work  on  “Romanism." 

“Brown  University  conferred  upon  him  the  degree  of  A.M., 
in  1834  and  Transylvania  University  the  degree  of  D.D.,  in 
1846.  Dr.  Dowling  had  a  well  trained  mind,  a  strong  inflexable 
character,  and  was  a  man  off  large  heart  and  broad  sympathies 
toward  all  forms  of  orthodox  religion.  His  “History  of  Roman¬ 
ism”  enjoyed  immense  popularity.  He  died  at  Middletown, 

N.  Y.  July  4,  1878." 


According  to  other  records,  a  plague  was  rampant  in 
England  in  the  year  1832  and  in  an  effort  to  avoid  its  conse¬ 
quences,  John  Dowling  sailed  for  American  with  his  wife,  an 
infant  daughter  and  Jennie  Langridge  Dowling,  who  was  then 
two  years  old.  When  they  arrived  here  it  was  to  find  that  the 
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plague  held  preceded  them.  His  wife  and  infant  daughter  con¬ 
tracted  the  disease  and  died  within  two  days. 

Dr.  Dowling  married  the  second  time,  Maria  Sampson 
Perkins  from  New  England.  He  had  two  sons  by  his  second 
marriage.  The  first,  Dr.  John  Dowling,  M.D.,  was  for  many 
years  Dean  of  the  Homeopathic  College  of  New  York  City.  The 
other  son,  George  Thomas  Dowling,  D.D.  became  an  eloquent 
preacher  and  author. 


Children  of  Gasherie  II,  and  Jennie  (Dowling)  De  Witt: 

I.  IDA  CHRISTIANA,  b.  July  27,  1850;  d.  Nov.  1,  1883,  un¬ 
married.  The  eldest  of  nine  children  and  twenty-one 
years  older  than  Elizabeth  the  youngest,  she  took  con¬ 
siderable  responsibility  in  the  raising  of  the  family, 
helping  them  with  their  lessons,  making  their  dresses, 
supervising  their  behavior  as  the  eldest  child  in  a 
family  has  to  do.  She  and  her  sister  Helen  also  acted 
as  instructors  in  the  private  school  operated  by  their 
mother.  She  studied  music  in  Europe,  had  a  beautiful 
voice,  and  was  teaching  vocal  music  u.t  Vassar  College 
at  the  time  of  her  death.  Born  in  New  York  City. 

Essex  Co.,  N.  J.;  Wills  -  21629G.  W.1885. 

II.  HELEN  MARIA,  b.  Mar.  24,  1853;  d.  July  19,  1914;  m. 

May  19,  1880,  Dr.  Joel  Gilbert  Justin,  b.  Aug.  12,  1851; 
d.  Mar.  27,  1911,  the  son  of  Joel  Winchester  Justin, 
M.D.  and  Elizabeth  Hatfield,  M.D.  (Family  #2.) 

III.  LILIA  DOWLING,  b.  Nov.  19,  1855;  in  Belleville,  N.  J.; 

d.  Mar.  5,  1927  in  ?  Unmarried.  She  had  considerable 
ability  as  an  artist  and  designer  and  was  accomplished 
as  a  poet. 

IV.  JENNIE  JOSEPHINE,  b.  Sept.  8,  1858  at  Belleville,  N.  J.; 

d.  Sept.  4,  1922  at  Wilkes-Barre,  Pa.;  m.  Apr.  15, 
1885,  Henry  Harrison  Harvey,  son  of  Jameson  Harvey 
and  Marie  Stuart  Campbell.  (Family  #3.) 

V.  GASHERIE  III.  (8),  b.  Aug.  21,  I860  at  Belleville,  N.  J.; 

d.  Apr.  12,  1923  at  Syracuse,  N.  Y.;  m.  Nov.  11,  1885, 
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Helen  Ida  Nichols,  b.  Sept.  6,  1862;  d.  Oct.  12,  1900, 
dau.  of  John  H.  Nichols  and  Margaret  Seaton.  (Family 
#4.) 

VI.  ALICE  CORNELIA,  b.  Jan.  20,  1863  in  Belleville,  N.  J.; 

d.  Sept.  24,  1937  in  Nantucket,  Mass.;  m.  Oct.  2,  1890, 
William  Herbert  Webster,  son  of  William  Henry  Web¬ 
ster  and  Matilda  Duryea.  (Family  #5.) 

VII.  JULIA  DYER,  b.  Feb.  18,  1867  at  Belleville,  N.  J.;  d. 

Dec.  9,  1942  at  Shorthills,  N.  J.;  m.  Oct.  26,  1901, 

Louis  E.  Meeker,  son  of  Joseph  Meeker  and  Mary  E. 
Smith.  (Family  #6.) 

VIII.  JOHN  DOWLING,  b.  May  10,  1869  at  Belleville,  N.  J.;  d. 
Oct.  22,  1938  at  Bloomfield,  N.  J.;  m.  Jan.  12,  1905 
Mabel  Llewellyn,  dau.  of  Edward  A.  Staats  and  Helen 
Elaine  Sandt.  (Family  #7.) 

XI.  ELIZABETH  SLEEPER,  b.  Feb.  27,  1871  at  Belleville, 

N.  J.;  d.  Aug.  2,  1946  at  Blowing  Rock,  N.  C.  Unmar¬ 
ried.  Talented  in  the  field  of  design  and  art,  she  put 
her  talents  to  practical  use.  She  maintained  in  New 
York  for  many  years  what  was  known  as  “The  Butter¬ 
fly  Shop”  where  many  art  gift  novelties  were  manu¬ 
factured  and  sold.  A  woman  of  boundless  energy  whose 
greatest  desire  in  life  was  to  help  others. 

When  she  was  only  three  years  old,  her  father  lay 
on  his  death-bed  in  Geneva,  Switzerland  where  he  had 
gone  for  his  health.  The  moment  was  so  impressive 
to  her  that  the  following  lines  from  her  pen  in  1944 
should  prove  of  interest  to  all  her  relatives  - 

“When  I  was  only  three  years  old  my  father  died 
and  I  remember  being  taken  to  see  him  the  day  before. 
He  could  no  longer  speak  but  somehow  made  my  mother 
understand  what  he  wanted. 

“He  took  hold  of  my  mother’s  hand  and  so  on  down 
the  line  of  children  until  I  held  his  other  hand.  The 
family  then  formed  a  circle  around  him.  A  chain  that 
was  to  hold  together  all  through  life. 

“We  were  to  stand  together  and  be  faithful  to  one 
another  and  trust  in  our  Heavenly  Father.  As  small  as 
I  was,  I  seemed  to  understand  that  I  was  to  do  my  part 
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‘  -  and  so  it  has  been  all  through  our  family.  When 
trouble  came  to  me,  it  came  to  us  all  and  when  joy 
came  we  all  rejoiced  and  we  helped  each  other  over 
the  rough  places  always.  I  am  glad  that  you  are  proud 
of  belonging  to  the  De  Witt  family.  If  I  am  in  any  way 
good  it  has  been  due  to  my  choosing  such  fine  parents.” 

Her  interest  in  others  had  kept  her  so  young  in 
spirit  that  many  found  it  hard  to  conceive  of  her  pass¬ 
ing  but  expected  her  to  live  to  a  great  old  age.  Let  all 
who  have  known  her  be  thankful  for  that  great  privil¬ 
ege. 

And  so  passes  the  last  of  the  children  of  Gasherie 
and  Jennie  De  Witt  -  The  one  who,  through  her  inter¬ 
est  in  all,  became  - 
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THE  FAMILY  OF  GASHERIE  DE  WITT  II 

Standing  left  to  right  -  John  Dowling  De  Witt,  Alice  De  Witt  Webster,  Jennie  De  Witt  Harvey,  Gasherie  De  Witt  III. 

Center  -  MRS.  GASHERIE  DE  WITT  II.  (Jennie  Langridge  Dowling). 

Seated  -  Elizabeth  S.  De  Witt,  Lilia  Dowling  De  Witt,  Julia  De  Witt  Meeker,  Dr.  Helen  De  Witt  Justin.  Photographed 
at  Newark,  N.  J.  Family  Reunion  about  1905. 


FAMILY  #2.  JUSTIN 


#2.  DR.  HELEN  MARIA  DE  WITT,  M.D.  (Gasherie  II,  1),  b. 
Mar.  25,  1853  in  New  York  City;  d.  July  19,  1914  at 
Rochester,  Minn.;  m.  May  13,  1880  at  Belleville,  N.  J., 
Dr.  Joel  Gilbert  Justin,  M.D.,  Ph.D.,  b.  Sept.  12,  1851 
at  Honeoye,  N.  Y.;  d.  Mar.  27,  1-911  at  Castile,  N.  Y., 
son  of  Dr.  Joel  Winchester  Justin,*  M.D.,  b.  Aug.  30, 
1820;  d.  Mar.  14,  1852,  and  Elizabeth  Hatfield,  d.  1910. 
Elizabeth  Hatfield  m.  2nd  Rev.  Holcomb  and  then  attend¬ 
ed  the  Women’s  Medical  College,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
where  she  graduated  with  an  M.D.  in  1871.  Helen 
Maria  De  Witt  was  educated  in  Dresden,  Germany; 
Brussells,  Belgium;  Geneva,  Switzerland  and  studied 
painting  in  Paris.  Returned  to  America  in  1874  and 
entered  Women’s  Medical  College  of  New  York  City, 
receiving  her  M.D.  degree  in  June  1878.  Joel  Gilbert 
Justin  was  graduated  from  the  Medical  School,  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Pennsylvania,  receiving  his  M.D.  degree  in 
1874,  and  a  Ph.D.  degree  in  1878.  In  addition  to  his 
medical  practice  in  Syracuse,  he  was  Professor  of 
Medical  Jurisprudence  at  Syracuse  University  Medical 
College  and  a  successful  inventor.** 

Children  of  Joel  Gilbert  and  Helen  (De  Witt)  Justin:  (All  born 

in  Syracuse,  N.  Y.); 

#10.  I.  Joel  De  Witt,  b.  Sept.  13,  1881;  d.--  at  --;  m.  June 
21,  1906  at  Ithaca,  N.  Y.,  Susan  Townley  Bates, 
b.  June  18,  1884. 

•  Family  #8. 

#11.  II.  Jennie,  b.  Apr.  20,  1883;  d.--  at  --.  Received  her 

education  in  the  schools  of  Syracuse  and  the  Roch¬ 
ester  High  School.  She  was  a  semi-invalid  in  her 


*Dr.  Joel  Winchester  Justin  graduated  with  an  M.D.  Degree  from  the  Geneva 
Medical  College  (later  absorbed  by  Syracuse  Medical  College)  in  1847. 
••For  more  detailed  information  on  this  interesting  couple,  we  refer  you 
to  the  following  informative  and  detailed  biographical  sketch  by  their 

son,  Joel  De  Witt  Justin. 
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youth  but  now  enjoys  better  health.  She  has  trav¬ 
eled  extensively  throughout  the  U.S.  and  Canada 
and  now  resides  in  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 

#12.  III.  Ira  Hatfield,  b.  Apr.  25,  1885;  m.  2nd  Nov.  13,  1932 
to  Jane  Winslow  Thomas. 

Family  #9 

#13.  IV.  Warren  Lathrop,  b.  June  28,  1892;  m.  1st  Dec.  4, 

1919,  Marie  M.  Crowley;  2nd  June  1,  1927,  Sophia 
E.  Riechel. 

Family  #10. 


DR.  HELEN  DE  WITT  JUSTIN 
and 

DR.  JOEL  GILBERT  JUSTIN 
by  Joel  De  Witt  Justin  1947 

Helen  Maria  De  Witt  was  born  March  25th  1853  on  West 
23rd  Street,  in  New  York  City.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Gash- 
erie  De  Witt  II  and  Jennie  Langridge  Dowling.  The  site  of 
Helen  De  Witt’s  birthplace  is  now  (1947)  occupied  by  an  apart¬ 
ment  known  as  “London  Court."  At  an  early  age  her  parents 
moved  to  Belleville,  New  Jersey.  Her  early  years  were  spent 
in  comfort  in  the  midst  of  a  happy  and  congenial  family.  There 
were  two  brothers  and  seven  sisters,  (Gasherie  II). 

Her  parent’s  home  in  Belleville  was  a  delightful,  spa- 
ceous  house  with  high  ceilings  and  wide  rooms  built  by  her 
father  on  the  hill  above  the  village  just  prior  to  the  Civil  War. 
It  was  equipped  with  conveniences  which  were  unusual  for  that 
day.  At  that  time  steam  heat  was  available  in  some  offices 
and  hotels,  but  the  radiators  were  ugly  conglomerations  of 
pipe  fittings.  Consequently,  it  was  not  considered  good  taste 
to  use  them  in  private  homes,  which  when  they  had  a  furnace, 
used  hot  air  heating  with  floor  registers. 

Gasherie  De  Witt  solved  the  problem  of  having  the  best 
method  of  heating  then  available  in  his  new  home  and  still  not 
violating  the  conventions,  by  having  steam  radiators  concealed 
in  the  floors  of  the  house  with  registers,  such  as  used  with  hot 
air  heat,  set  in  the  floor  above  them.  Thus,  the  visitor  was 
only  conscious  that  the  heat  was  more  efficient  than  usual,  and 
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unless  told,  did  not  know  that  he  was  warmed  by  “that  new 
fangled  steam  heat." 

Gas  lighting  was  relatively  new  at  that  time,  but  was 
considered  superior  to  kerosene  lamps.  Accordingly,  the 
house  had  gas  lighting  throughout  with  its  own  gas  manufactur¬ 
ing  plant  located  in  a  separate  building  away  from  the  house. 

An  individual  pumping  plant  supplied  the  bathroom,  kitchen 
and  lavatories  with  water.  Bathtubs  were  wood,  lined  with 
tinned  copper.  Bay  windows  and  extensive  porches  were  char¬ 
acteristic  of  the  house. 

The  house  was  set  in  the  midst  of  eight  acres  of  beauti¬ 
ful  lawns  and  gardens  with  paths  hedged  with  boxwood.  Tulips 
descended  from  bulbs  brought  from  Holland  by  the  De  Witts 
were  numerous.  There  were  also  roses,  lillies-of-the-valley 
and  many  other  flowers.  There  was  an  apple  orchard,  several 
pear  trees  and  a  vegetable  garden. 

In  such  surroundings,  and  in  that  age,  horses  were  a  nec¬ 
essity  and  several  were  kept  for  riding  and  driving. 

The  nature  of  her  father’s  business  took  him  to  Europe 
and  he  often  took  his  family  with  him  and,  in  part,  educated  his 
children  abroad. 

Helen  De  Witt  attended  school  in  Dresden,  Germany; 
Brussels,  Belgium;  Geneva,  Switzerland  and  studied  painting 
in  Paris.  Shortly  after  her  father's  death  in  Geneva,  she  re¬ 
turned  to  America  and  entered  the  Woman’s  Medical  College 
of  New  York  City,  graduating  there  with  the  degree  of  M.D.  in 
June,  1878. 

On  May  19,  1880,  Helen  Maria  De  Witt  married  Dr.  Joel 
,  Gilbert  Justin,  M.D.,  Ph.D.,  a  young  physician  of  Syracuse, 

New  York,  at  her  home  in  Belleville,  New  Jersey.  She  met  him 
through  her  uncle,  the  Reverend  Dr.  George  Thomas  Dowling, 
who  a  few  years  before  had  married  Dr.  Justin’s  sister.  They 
went  to  live  in  Syracuse,  N.  Y.  where  Dr.  Justin’s  mother  was 
also  practicing  medicine. 

For  a  time  Dr.  Helen  De  Witt  Justin  and  Dr.  Joel  Gilbert 
Justin  practiced  medicine  together  and  had  their  offices  togeth¬ 
er,  the  former  taking  women  and  children  patients  and  the  lat¬ 
ter  taking  men  patients.  The  arrival  of  children  however, 
soon  compelled  Helen  De  Witt  Justin  to  give  up  the  practice  of 
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medicine  and  devote  her  attention  to  rearing  a  family  and  to 
the  cares  of  a  household. 

There  were  five  children  born  to  the  marriage: 

Joel  De  Witt  Justin,  b.  Sept.  13,  1881 

Jennie  Justin,  b.  April  30,  1883 

Ira  Hatfield  Justin,  b.  April  25,  1885 

Elizabeth  Justin,  b.  Aug.  10,  1888;  d.Aug.  13,  1889 

Warren  Lathrop  Justin,  b.  June  28,  1892 

All  the  children  were  born  in  Syracuse  at  the  square 
brick  house  (with  the  possible  exception  of  Elizabeth)  at  the 
Northeast  corner  of  Fayette  Park.  About  1895  the  family 
moved  to  Croton  Street,  adjacent  to  the  campus  of  Syracuse 
University.  The  children  attended  the  public  schools  of 
Syracuse  and  the  oldest  boy,  Joel  De  Witt  spent  two  years  at 
the  Syracuse  High  School  1896-98,  which  was  then  on  West 
Onondaga  Street. 

About  1896  the  Justin  Projectile  Company  failed  and  hard 
times  descended  on  the  Justin  family.  In  1898  the  family  moved 
to  Rochester,  N.  Y.  For  a  short  time  the  family  lived  on  Elm¬ 
wood  Ave.  and  then  removed  to  Chestnut  Street  about  one  block 
from  East  Avenue,  where  for  a  time  until  about  1901,  Dr.  Joel 
Gilbert  Justin  had  his  office,  specializing  in  cancer  cases  and 
his  wife,  Helen,  kept  roomers  to  eek  out  the  family  income. 

It  was  a  large  brick  house  with  13  rooms  and  there  were  a 
number  of  roomers. 

Due  to  recurring  strokes,  Dr.  Joel  Gilbert  Justin  had  to 
give  up  the  practice  of  medicine  and  at  that  time  (1901),  the 
whole  responsibility  for  caring  for  the  family  and  for  her  ail¬ 
ing  paralytic  husband  fell  on  Helen  De  Witt  Justin.  She  moved 
her  family  to  Lake  Avenue,  Rochester  and  there  again  took  up 
the  practice  of  medicine.  Patients  came  to  her  only  gradually 
and  when  the  Castile  Sanitarium  offered  her  a  position  as  house 
physician,  she  accepted  it  eagerly  and  moved  to  Castile,  N.  Y. 

By  this  time  her  family  at  home  consisted  of  only  her 
daughter  Jennie  and  her  invalid  husband.  She  took  a  small 
house  in  Castile  where  her  bedridden  husband  stayed  under 
the  care  of  his  mother,  who  came  to  look  after  him.  Dr.  Helen 
De  Witt  Justin  had  to  spend  part  of  her  time  at  the  sanitarium. 

As  they  came  to  know  her  the  affection,  in  which  the 
staff  and  the  patients  regarded  her,  steadily  increased.  Her 
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life  at  the  sanitarium  was  happy,  dampened  only  by  the  plight 
of  the  bedridden  invalid  at  home  who  died  March  27,  1911. 

She  remained  as  house  physician  at  Castile  Sanitarium 
and  her  life  there  with  her  daughter  Jennie  was  very  pleasant. 
On  July  19,  1914,  she  died  at  the  Mayo  Clinic,  Rochester, 
Minnesota,  shortly  after  an  operation  for  cancer.  Not  only  the 
family  and  the  staff  and  patients  of  the  Sanitarium,  but  also  a 
host  of  friends,  felt  her  loss. 

Adversity  she  met  as  it  came  with  courage  that  was  un¬ 
shakable.  Every  cloud  had  a  silver  lining  and  always  she  had 
faith  and  fortitude.  Utterly  unselfish  she  worked  constantly 
for  her  family  and  spurred  others  to  greater  effort  by  her  ex¬ 
ample. 


JOEL  GILBERT  JUSTIN 

Joel  Gilbert  Justin  was  born  September  12,  1851  at 
Honeoye,  New  York,  the  son  of  Joel  Winchester  Justin  and 
Elizabeth  Hatfield.  His  father,  Joel  Winchester  Justin,  was  a 
graduate  of  the  Geneva  Medical  College  (later  moved  and  be¬ 
came  Syracuse  Medical  College),  in  the  class  of  1847  with  a 
degree  of  M.D.  He  was  country  doctor  and  died  when  his  son, 
Joel  Gilbert  was  about  six  months  old  -  March  14,  1852. 

Several  years  after  her  husbands  death,  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Hatfield  Justin,  taught  school  in  Newark,  N.  Y.  She  there  met 
and  married  the  Reverend  Holcomb,  after  whose  death  she  re¬ 
moved  to  Philadelphia,  Pa.  and  studied  medicine  at  the  Woman’s 
Medical  College  (still  going  strong  in  1947).  She  graduated 
'  here  in  1871.  She  practiced  medicine  in  Philadelphia  and  was 
one  of  the  very  few  women  physicians  in  America  at  that  time. 

Her  son,  Joel  Gilbert  Justin,  went  to  the  Medical  School 
of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  and  graduated  there  with  the 
degree  of  M.D.  in  1874.  He  then,  heeding  Horace  Greeley’s 
advice  “Go  West  young  man,”  went  to  western  Nebraska.  In 
that  vigorous  country  at  that  time  few  people  were  sick  or  if 
they  were  they  were  unconscious  of  it  and  the  young  doctor  did 
not  find  patients  in  paying  quantities.  Disgusted  with  medicine 
as  a  means  of  making  a  living,  he  became  a  cowboy  and  worked 
on  several  ranches  in  Nebraska  and  Colorado.  He  related  that 
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in  Denver,  Colorado,  at  the  time  there  was  an  unwritten  law 
which  entitled  any  cowboy  to  shoot  into  any  hallway  if  the  front 
door  had  foolishly  been  left  open. 

The  buffalo  were  still  thick  in  the  Colorado  and  Nebraska 
plain  country.  Many  times  he  was  a  passenger  on  railroad 
trains  which  were  held  up  by  herds  of  buffalo.  On  such  occa¬ 
sions  the  passengers  would  throw  up  the  car  windows  and  take 
out  their  revolvers,  which  nearly  everybody  carried,  and  start 
shooting  at  and  often  killing  the  buffalo  merely  for  fun  and  with 
the  idea  of  stampeding  them  so  that  the  train  could  proceed. 
Just  how  long  Dr.  Justin  followed  this  life  is  not  known  except 
that  it  certainly  was  more  than  a  year. 

His  mother,  then  in  successful  practice  of  medicine, 
wrote  him  and  suggested  that  he  come  back  to  Philadelphia  and 
study  for  an  advanced  Degree.  This  he  did  and  obtained  the  ad¬ 
vanced  degree  of  Ph.D.  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania. 

About  1879  his  mother  opened  an  office  for  the  practice 
of  medicine  on  Fayette  Street,  Syracuse,  New  York  and  her 
son,  Joel  Gilbert  Justin,  went  with  her  and  did  likewise.  On 
May  19,  1880  he  married  Helen  Maria  De  Witt,  M.D.  of 
Belleville,  N.  J.,  who  received  her  medical  degree  from  the 
Woman’s  Medical  College  of  the  City  of  New  York  (later  ab¬ 
sorbed  into  the  Medical  School  of  Cornell  University  in  New 
York)  in  1878. 

Five  children  were  born  to  this  marriage  as  stated  else¬ 
where,  three  boys  and  two  girls;  one  of  the  girls  dying  at  an 
age  of  about  one  year  and  the  others  are  still  living  (1947). 

Dr.  Justin  was  quite  successful  in  his  practice  as  a  phy¬ 
sician  and  his  wife  practiced  with  him  for  many  years. 

However,  he  had  a  very  active  inquiring  mind  and  was 
constantly  experimenting  in  his  laboratory  and  workship.  In 
his  medical  work  he  found  the  need  for  a  continuous  spray 
atomizer  and  invented  and  patented  the  first  continuous  spray 
atomizer.  It  was  manufactured  and  sold  under  his  patents  for 
many  years  by  Howlett’s,  a  manufacturing  and  wholesale  house 
for  rubber  goods  in  Syracuse,  N.  Y.  The  “Gilbert  Continuous 
Spray  Atomizer”  was  used  to  spray  the  throat  and  for  other 
medical  purposes,  "but  found  its  greatest  market  with  tobacco 
manufacturers  and  processors.  This,  of  course,  was  long 
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before  the  days  of  humidifiers  as  such.  The  invention  was 
quite  productive  financially.  Dr.  Justin’s  rights  in  it  were 
finally  sold  (about  1895)  by  him  to  its  manufacturer  to  provide 
funds  for  another  invention  of  his  which  he  was  then  promoting. 

Dr.  Justin’s  initial  success  as  an  inventor  whetted  his 
appetite  and  he  spent  much  of  his  time  making  experiments  and 
getting  and  promoting  patents  which  he  obtained  thereon.  The 
internal  combustion  engine  claimed  his  attention  for  some 
years  until  about  1890.  While  he  produced  an  engine  that 
would  run,  he  never  quite  solved  the  problem  of  the  carburetor 
and  finally  gave  up  his  interest  in  the  “horseless  carriage”  for 
other  inventions  on  which  he  was  experimenting. 

One  of  these  was  the  third  rail  electric  car  which  he  pa¬ 
tented.  For  many  years  he  had  an  operating  model  l/8  life 
size  set  up  in  the  attic  of  his  home  and  often  brought  in  promo¬ 
ters  and  friends  to  see  it.  The  third  rail  was  hollow  and  con¬ 
tained  an  electric  cable  insulated  on  three  sides  with  a  tipping 
lever  of  steel  above  this.  The  hollow  rail  had  a  slight  curve 
on  it.  The  electric  car  had  a  rolling  contact  roller  moved  in 
contact  with  the  top  of  the  third  rail.  A  strong  magnet  attached 
to  the  car  near  the  roller  raised  the  tipping  levers  of  steel  to 
contact  with  the  cover  of  the  third  rail  and  current  then  flowed 
through  roller,  motor  and  back  through  the  other  rails  which 
completed  the  circuit. 

The  invention  was  entirely  practicable  but  was  never  in¬ 
stalled  on  any  transportation  system  probably  because  the  in¬ 
stallation  would  have  more  expensive  than  with  other  systems. 

In  his  medical  work  Dr.  Justin  first  became  an  instruct¬ 
or  in  anatomy  about  1880  and  later  Professor  of  Medical  Juris¬ 
prudence  at  Syracuse  Medical  College  of  Syracuse  University. 

At  that  time  the  practice  prevailed  at  Syracuse  Medical  College, 
and  elsewhere  of  selecting  practising  physicians  and  using 
them  as  instructors  and  professors  on  a  part  time  basis.  This 
practice  still  prevails  in  many  of  our  medical  colleges  (1947). 

In  his  practice  he  specialized  in  cases  of  spinal  menen- 
gitis  and  had  marked  success  in  curing  many  cases  of  this 
malady,  until  about  that  time  usually  considered  hopeless. 

In  1895,  U.  S.  Patent  No.  572,216  was  granted  to  Dr.  Joel 
G.  Justin  of  Syracuse,  N.  Y.  (filed  October  5,  1894)  for  “Shell 
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for  High  Explosives.”  Dr.  Justin  had  been  experimenting  with 
this  invention  for  several  years  and  after  about  1892  was  de¬ 
voting  all  of  his  time  to  it,  giving  up  his  practice.  Up  to  that 
time  all  attempts  to  fire  high  explosives  in  shells  from  cannon 
using  gunpowder  had  met  with  failure  because  the  shock  from 
firing  the  gun  also  exploded  the  shell  and  destroyed  the  gun. 

The  high  explosives  of  that  period,  dynamite  and  nitro  gelatine 
were  too  sensitive  to  withstand  this  shock. 

In  Dr.  Justin’s  invention  there  was  an  outer  shell  and  an 
inner  shell  fitting  fairly  tightly  into  the  outer  shell.  When  the 
gun  or  cannon  was  discharged,  the  initial  impulse  given  to  the 
outer  shell  caused  the  inner  shell  to  move  rapidly  forward  and 
gradually  come  up  against  an  air  cushion  in  the  head  of  the 
outer  shell.  The  inner  shell  was  thus  caused  to  spin  around 
inside  the  outer.  Hence,  the  blow  of  the  exploding  gunpowder 
was  cushioned  by  the  air  chamber  and  the  motion  of  translation 
given  the  shell  was  translated  to  motion  of  rotation  for  the  in¬ 
ner  shell.  The  explosive  (usually  nitro  gelatine  -  highest  ex¬ 
plosive  then  known)  was  carried  in  the  inner  and  the  resulting 
shock  was  not  enough  to  make  it  go  off. 

The  invention  required  a  long  series  of  expensive  experi¬ 
ments  beginning  in  1888  and  lasting  until  1896.  A  number  of 
6“  and  9“  Civil  War  Parrot  Rifles  were  purchased  from  the 
Government  to  experiment  the  shells.  By  means  of  a  delayed 
detonator  covered  by  patents  subsequent  to  the  one  mentioned 
above,  shells  were  made  to  penetrate  a  number  of  inches  of 
armour  plate  and  then  explode  either  immediately  or  after  a 
delay  of  many  seconds  as  desired. 

A  public  test  was  demonstrated  on  March  13,  1890,  at 
which  representatives  of  the  Army  were  present.  A  number 
of  shells  were  fired  successfully  from  the  6“  Parrot  Rifle,  but 
the  attempt  was  made  to  repeat  with  the  9”  rifle  and  the  shell 
exploded  in  the  gun  tearing  it  apart  into  a  thousand  pieces.  The 
trouble  was  due  to  defects  in  the  castings  of  the  shells.  In  spite 
of  this  accident,  the  Army  reports  on  the  shell  were  quite  favor¬ 
able. 

Dr.  Justin  and  his  associates  perservered  in  the  perfec¬ 
tion  of  the  projectile  and  all  later  tests  were  successful;  at 
Oneida  Lake,  N.  Y.  where  the  Justin  Projectile  Co.  established 
their  own  proving  ground:  at  Sandy  Hook  where  the  Army  had 
their  official  tests  and  at  Indian  Head,  Maryland,  where  the 
Navy  had  their  official  test. 
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General  Nelson  A.  Miles,  then  the  Commanding  General 
of  the  Armies  of  the  United  States,  was  very  much  interested 
in  the  projectile;  was  present  at  most  of  the  tests,  including 
the  one  at  Perryville,  when  the  gun  blew  up  and  always  present¬ 
ed  favorable  reports.  Patents  were  taken  out  in  all  important 
foreign  countries  and  some  shells  were  sold  to  Brazil. 

A  mechanic  in  the  employ  of  the  Justin  Projectile  Com¬ 
pany  took  a  vacation  and  journeyed  to  Japan  and  is  said  to  have 
sold  the  idea,  which  was  not  his,  to  the  Japanese  Government 
and  aided  them  in  the  manufacture  of  some  shells  that  were 
used  in  the  Russo-Japanese  War.  As  Japan  has  never  been  a 
respector  of  patents,  it  is  possible  that  this  story  is  true,  but 
it  cannot  be  verified.  It  is  known  however,  that  the  mechanic 
returned  to  this  country  in  quite  a  prosperous  condition. 

The  Army  had  made  a  favorable  report  on  the  tests  at 
Sandy  Hook  and  advised  going  further  in  the  investigation  of 
the  use  of  the  projectile.  The  Navy  Board,  while  recognizing 
the  success  of  the  experiments  at  Indian  Head,  advised  against 
the  Government  going  any  further  in  the  matter. 

A  Congressional  appropriation  would  have  been  necessary 
and  some  efforts  were  made  to  get  one,  but  Congress  had  just 
been  burned  by  the  Zalinski  pneumatic  gun  for  firing  high  ex¬ 
plosives.  An  appropriation  had  been  obtained  and  a  cruiser 
armed  with  these  air  guns  had  been  constructed  which  was  not 
a  success.  Consequently,  they  were  “gun-shy”  and  little  prog¬ 
ress  was  made. 

When  Dr.  Justin  started  his  experiments,  his  brother-in- 
law,  Gasherie  De  Witt  III,  was  his  only  associate  in  the  devel¬ 
opment  and  promotion  of  the  projectile.  They  soon  realized, 
however,  that  the  extensive  experiments  required  were  beyond 
their  means  and  consequently,  with  others  incorporated  the 
Justin  Projectile  Co.  Considerable  financial  backing  was  ob¬ 
tained  and  for  a  time,  the  prospects  were  favorable.  With  the 
failure  of  the  Government  to  go  further  toward  the  adoption  of 
the  projectle  after  the  successful  official  tests  were  made,  the 
company  failed  about  1897.  A  few  years  later  the  problem 
which  Dr.  Justin  solved  by  mechanical  means  was  solved  more 
economically  by  the  chemists.  They  invented  TNT  and  other 
explosives  many  times  as  powerful  as  dynamite  and  nitro  gela¬ 
tine  and  so  much  less  sensitive  that  they  could  be  fired  in  shells 
without  using  an  inner  shell. 
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Dr.  Justin,  as  a  result  of  the  failure  of  his  company,  felt 
that  he  was  a  beaten  man.  He  had  a  serious  stroke.  He  rallied 
from  this  stroke  and  apparently  became  entirely  well  again. 

In  1898  he  took  his  family  to  Rochester,  N.  Y.  He  opened 
an  office  and  again  practiced  medicine.  For  a  time  he  was 
moderately  successful,  but  recurring  strokes  caused  him  to 
give  up  the  practice  of  medicine.  During  this  period  and  for 
the  remainder  of  his  life,  Dr.  Justin  was  quite  pinched  finan¬ 
cially.  To  support  him  and  her  family  of  four  children,  his 
wife,  Helen  De  Witt  Justin,  took  up  the  practice  of  medicine 
again  and  was  moderately  successful. 

About  1908,  as  the  result  of  recurring  strokes,  Dr.  Justin 
was  paralyzed  to  the  extent  that  he  could  not  walk  or  talk  and 
was  compelled  to  spend  all  his  time  in  bed.  His  mother,  who 
had  only  recently  given  up  her  practice  of  medicine,  came  to 
Castile  where  his  wife  was  then  employed  as  house  physician 
at  the  Castile  Sanitarium  and  took  care  of  him  for  several 
years. 

He  died  on  March  27,  1911. 

As  a  husband  and  father,  Dr.  Justin  was  kind  and  indul¬ 
gent  and  anxious  that  his  children  receive  an  education  at  least 
comparable  to  his  own.  He  liked  the  great  outdoors  and  often 
took  his  boys  camping  and  shooting.  He  was  an  unusually  good 
shot  having  acquired  dexterity  in  the  West  and  took  prizes  for 
his  revolver  shooting.  He  considered  that  every  man  should 
learn  the  use  of  firearms  and  instructed  his  sons  accordingly. 

He  was  very  much  interested  in  Geology  and  made  an 
extensive  collection  of  specimens  and  took  his  oldest  son  on 
many  geology  expeditions. 

On  his  experiments  and  tests  on  the  projectile,  he  fre¬ 
quently  took  his  oldest  son.  The  others  were  too  young  to  be 
interested. 

Dr.  Justin’s  passing  was  regretted  not  only  by  his  family, 
but  by  a  host  of  friends.  He  was  a  successful  member  of  so¬ 
ciety.  He  performed  his  work  as  a  physician  without  any 
thought  of  pay  for  rich  and  poor  alike  and  never  sent  a  bill  to  a 
patient  except  on  request.  As  a  result  a  considerable  part  of 
his  medical  services  were  performed  without  compensation. 
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FAMILY  #3.  HARVEY 


4.  JENNIE  JOSEPHINE  DE  WITT,  b.  Sept.  8,  1858  at  Belle¬ 
ville,  N.  J.;  d.  Sept.  4,  1922,  at  Wilkes-Barre,  Pa.,  dau. 
of  Gasherie  De  Witt  II  and  Jennie  Langridge  Dowling; 
m.  Apr.  18,  1885  at  Belleville,  N.  J.  to  Henry  Harrison 
Harvey,  b.  Sept.  30,  1840  at  West  Nanticoke,  Pa.,  the 
son  of  Jameson  Harvey  and  Marie  Stewart  Campbell. 
Jennie  J.  De  Witt  was  a  woman  of  great  charm.  She 
studied  vocal  music  abroad  and  was  in  great  demand  in 
both  public  and  private  gatherings.  Mechanical  ability 
in  a  woman  was  almost  unknown  in  her  time,  yet  she 
had  the  distinction  of  perfecting  and  inventing  a  mayon- 
aise  mixer  which  was  a  great  success.  She  was  offered 
$25,000.00  for  the  patent  and  manufacturing  right. 

Henry  Harrison  Harvey  was  one  of  the  business  leaders 
of  Wilkes-Barre.  He  was  first  associated  with  his  fa¬ 
ther  and  brother  in  the  coal  mining  business  in  West 
Nanticoke  and  later  in  the  coal  and  lumber  business  in 
Wilkes-Barre.  He  was  a  stockholder  in  and  director  of 
a  number  of  corperations.  He  together  with  Gasherie 
De  Witt  III  and  O.  G.  Staples,  helped  to  finance  the  de¬ 
velopment  of  the  Justin  projectile  mentioned  in  family 
#2.  For  further  information  on  Henry  Harrison  Harvey 
and  the  Harvey  Family,  we  refer  to  “The  Harvey  Book" 
by  Oscar  Jewell  Harvey,  A.M. 

Children  of  Henry  H.  and  Jennie  (De  Witt)  Harvey: 

14.  I.  MARJORIE,  b.  Apr.  4,  1886  at  Wilkes-Barre,  Pa.  (as 

were  her  three  sisters);  d.--  at  --;  m.  Oct.  14, 

1913  to  Col.  Ernest  Gray  Smith,  b.  Oct.  26,  1873; 

d.  Dec.  27,  1945.  (Family  #11.) 

15.  II.  HAZEL,  b.  Nov.  13,  1887;  d.—  at  --;  m.  July  10,  1917, 

Henry  Cobb  Nickerson,  b.  Mar.  4,  1882;  d.--; 

(Family  #12.) 

16.  III.  JOSEPHINE,  b.  Oct.  29,  1891;  d.--  at  --;  m.  Jan.  14, 

1915  Douglas  Torrey,  b.  June  10,  1888;  d.--. 

(Family  #13.) 
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17.  IV.  LUCILLE,  b.  May  20,  1900;  d.--  at  m.  1st,  Apr. 

29,  1922,  John  Burnett  Russell,  b.  Oct.  1897;  -- 
at  (Family  #14.) 


JENNIE  J.  DE  WITT’S  WEDDING 
“The  Wedding  at  Belleville" 

The  marriage  of  Miss  Jennie  J.  De  Witt  to  Mr.  Henry 
Harrison  Harvey,  of  Wilkes  Barrie,  Pa.,  on  Wednesday  even¬ 
ing,  at  the  residence  of  the  bride’s  mother,  Mrs.  Gasherie  De 
Witt,  “Truro,”  Belleville,  was  a  pleasant  occasion.  The  cler¬ 
gymen  officiating  were  Miss  De  Witt’s  uncle,  the  Rev.  George 
T.  Dowling,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  Rev.  Ralph  W.  Brokaw,  of 
Belleville.  The  bride  was  given  away  by  her  brother,  Mr. 
Gasherie  De  Witt.  The  bridal  dress  was  of  silver  brocade, 
with  white  silk  train,  the  front  and  one  side  being  trimmed  with 
bunches  of  ostrich  tips,  silver  aigretts  and  point  lace.  The  veil 
was  looped  with  the  same.  Bouquet  of  white  roses  and  lilies- 
of-the-valley.  The  set  of  diamonds  worn  by  the  bride  was  the 
gift  of  the  groom.  Among  the  guests  present  were  Mr.  William 
Harvey,  Mrs.  Rieman,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  J.  W.  Dowling,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Robert  Rogers,  Hon.  Warren  Couiston,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

R.  B.  Ferris,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Micah  Dyer,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  H. 
Webster,  Col.  and  Mrs.  Reynolds,  Mrs.  J.  G.  De  Witt,  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  D.  M.  Skinner,  Mrs.  Dr.  Fulmer,  the  Misses  Rieman, 
Mrs.  M.  S.  Dowling,  Mr.  H.  C.  De  Witt,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bruce 
Price,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Warren  Smith.  Of  the  brilliant  array  of 
exquisite  gifts,  we  noticed,  silver  repousse  service  from  the 
bride’s  mother.  Silver  epergue  Mrs.  Rieman  and  daughters; 
silver  set,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Harvey;  solitaire  diamond 
ring,  Mrs.  Robert  Rogers;  pearl  and  silver  table  cutlery,  Mr. 
and  Mr.  J.  G.  De  Witt;  set  of  Nankeen  china,  Mrs.  Ziba  Bennet; 
portrait  of  the  bride’s  mother,  Miss  Lilia  De  Witt;  Persian 
vases,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  C.  Fuller;  complete  works  of  Dr.  Dio 
Lewis,  from  the  author;  silver  fruit  set,  Col.  and  Mrs.  Rey¬ 
nolds;  cut  glass  set,  Hon.  and  Mrs.  Warren  Couiston;  Dresden 
statuary,  Rev.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  T.  De  Witt  Talmage;  ruby  and 
bronze  lamp,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bruce  Price;  set  of  gold  spoons, 
Miss  Helen  Nichols. 
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FAMILY  #4.  DE  WITT 


#5.  GASHERIE  DE  WITT  III,  (Gasherie  II.  1.)  b.  Aug.  21,  I860; 
at  Belleville,  N.  J.;  d.  Apr.  12,  1923  at  Syracuse,  N.  Y.; 
buried  in  Rock  Creek  Cemetery,  Washington,  D.  C.;  m. 
Nov.  11,  1885,  Helen  Ida  Nichols  at  Washington,  D.  C. 

She  was  b.  Sept.  6,  1862  at  McConnellsville,  N.  Y.;  d. 

Oct.  12,  1900  at  Brockville,  Ont.,  dau.  of  John  H.  Nichols 
and  Margaret  Seaton  of  McConnellsville  and  foster  child 
of  her  uncle  and  aunt,  Orren  George  Staples  and  Helen 
M.  Nichols,  of  Watertown,  N.  Y.  and  Washington,  D.  C. 
She  received  her  education  at  the  Keeble  School,  Syra¬ 
cuse,  N.  Y.  A  woman  of  great  beauty  and  remarkable 
personality  who  was  beloved  by  all  who  knew  her. 
Gasherie  De  Witt  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  Belle¬ 
ville,  N.  J.  and  in  Geneva,  Switzerland  where  he  learned 
to  speak  French  and  German  like  a  native.  He  left  the 
employ  of  the  De  Witt  Wirecloth  Company  at  the  time  of 
his  marriage  and  became  associated  with  Orren  G. 
Staples  in  the  hotel  business  in  Washington,  D.  C.  where 
they  operated  the  Willard’s  Hotel,  Riggs  House  and 
National  Hotel,  also  the  1000  Island  House  at  Alexandria 
Bay,  N.  Y.  He  separated  from  Staples  after  his  wife’s 
death  in  1900  and  thereafter,  was  manager  of  a  number 
of  hotels  throughout  the  country.  He  married  2nd  time 
in  1906-7,  a  widow,  Eva  St.  Claire  Thornton  who  sur¬ 
vived  him.  No  issue  from  second  marriage. 

Children  of  Gasherie  and  Helen  (Nichols)  De  Witt: 

18.  I.  Harold  Nichols,  b.  Oct.  7,  1887  at  Washington,  D.  C.; 

m.  June  5,  1912,  Ruth  Lucile  Frisbie  at  Camden, 

N.  Y.,  dau.  of  Willard  James  Frisbie  and  Emma 
Stevens  Phelps,  she  was  b.  Nov.  24,  1885  at  Camden 
N.  Y. 

F amily  #15. 

19.  II.  Orren  Staples,  b.  Aug.  3,  1892  at  Washington,  D.  C. 

m.  Sept.  18,  1928,  Bernese  (Virginia)  Ward,  a 
widow,  b.  Apr.  8,  1893,  dau.  of  Frank  Virginia  of 
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QASHERIE  DE  WITT  II 

i,-* 

Baldwinsville,  N.  Y.  No  De  Witt  issue. 
Family  #16. 

III.  May,  b.  May  29,  1894;  d.  July  8,  1894. 


(An  account  of  the  wedding  of  Gasherie  De  Witt  III  and  Helen 
Ida  Nichols  from  “The  National  Republican,"  Nov.  12,  1885) 
Washington,  D.  C.  (First  page) 

LOVERS  LINKED  FOR  LIFE 
Willard’s  Hotel  the  Scene  of  a  Brilliant  Reception 

The  parlors  and  private  dining  room  at  Willard’s  were 
turned  into  a  fairy  bower  last  evening  in  honor  of  the  marriage 
of  Miss  Helen  I.  Nichols,  the  niece  of  Col.  O.  G.  Staples,  and 
Gasherie  de  Witt  of  Belleville,  N.  J.  The  ceremony  was  solem¬ 
nized  at  the  Church  of  the  Epiphany  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Charles 
Geisy,  the  rector.  The  guests  were  seated  by  A.  F.  Skinner, 

E.  W.  Jackson,  C.  V.  Van  Houtin,  of  Belleville,  N.  J.  and  J.  C. 
Hornblower  of  this  city,  who  proved  very  efficient  ushers. 

The  organist  sounded  the  opening  bars  from  the  “Lohengrin" 
march  and  the  groom  and  his  best  man,  W.  H.  Webster,  also  of 
Belleville,  appeared  upon  the  altar  steps  where  the  officiating 
clergyman  in  his  white  robes  awaited  them.  The  ushers  formed 
the  head  of  the  bridal  procession  up  the  main  aisle  of  the 
church.  The  bride,  who  entered  on  the  arm  of  Col.  Staples, 
was  proceeded  by  two  tiny  maids  of  honor,  Miss  Flossie 
Nichols,  niece  of  the  bride,  and  Miss  Myra  Chittenden.  They 
carried  baskets  of  flowers  and  stood  within  the  altar  rails  dur¬ 
ing  the  service.  The  winsome  bride  was  attired  in  a  rich  robe 
of  ivory  satin  with  a  petticoat  of  pointe  duchesse  lace.  The 
court  train  was  edged  with  a  plaiting  of  tulle,  and  the  bodice 
was  cut  Pompadour,  with  a  Marie  Stuart  collar.  The  satin 
train  was  looped  with  white  lilacs  and  orange  blossoms  and  the 
long  veil  of  tulle  was  fastened  with  diamond  pins.  The  orna¬ 
ments  were  diamonds,  and  she  carried  a  bouquet  of  Cornlia 
Cook  roses.  The  groom  met  his  bride  at  the  chancel.  Col. 
Staples  gave  away  the  bride,  and  after  the  service,  when  the 
newly-made  man  and  wife  turned  to  leave,  the  little  maids 
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HIS  ANCESTORS  AND  DESCENDANTS 

strewed  flowers  in  their  path,  and  every  heart  in  the  church 
wished  the  pretty  custom  might  prove  a  talisman  to  secure  a 
happy  future  for  the  pair. 

The  bridal  party  and  the  guests  drove  to  Willard’s, 
where  the  private  entrance  was  open  to  receive  them.  The 
transformation  of  the  drawing  room  was  effected  by  banking 
the  mantels  with  chrysanthemums,  twining  the  columns  with 
smilax,  and  filling  the  corners  of  the  rooms  with  tall  tropical 
plants.  The  entrance  to  the  private  dining  room  contained  a 
rose-decked  table,  in  the  midst  of  which  was  a  large  bridal 
cake,  and  in  the  dining  room,  a  sumptuous  supper  was  laid. 

At  the  drawing  room  door,  Col.  and  Mrs.  Staples  received 
their  guests.  Mrs.  Staples  wore  a  handsome  gown  of  black 
velvet  with  a  court  train,  and  garnitures  of  old  point  lace  and 
diamond  ornaments.  At  the  other  end  of  the  room  Mr.  and  Mrs 
De  Witt  received  the  congratulations  of  friends,  standing  be¬ 
neath  a  canopy  of  chrysanthemums,  from  which  hung  chimes  of 
white  floral  bells  with  crimson  clappers.  The  presents,  which 
proved  rich  and  elegant,  were  displayed  in  an  upper  chamber. 
Conspicuous  among  the  array  was  a  handsome  oaken  case, 
gold  bound,  and  having  three  drawers,  containing  136  pieces 
of  silver,  gold  lined  spoons,  pearl  handled  knives,  and  forks, 
the  gift  of  Col.  and  Mrs.  Staples  to  the  bride.  There  was  also 
a  tea  set  of  dainty  china  with  monogram  in  a  red  satin  uphol¬ 
stered  case  and  a  one  thousand  dollar  bond  from  the  same 
source.  The  gift  of  the  grooms  mother  was  a  silver  tea  set 
gold  lined.  There  was  also  a  lamp  of  exquisite  workmanship, 
the  gift  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edward  A.  Quintard,  Jr. 

During  the  evening  a  string  band,  hidden  by  a  screen  of 
tall  plants,  continued  to  play  operatic  airs.  Among  the  guests 
present  were  Col.  and  Mrs.  William  R.  Morrison  of  Illinois, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  Willard,  Mr.  Harry  Willard,  Mr.  Charles 
E.  Barber  of  New  York,  Miss  Belle  Vedder,  Miss  Mary  Allen, 
Mrs.  GasherieDe  Witt,  Sr.,  the  Misses  De  Witt,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Oehlman  von  Nerte,  Miss  von  Nerte,  Rev.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Charle 
Giesy  and  Miss  Giesy.  Miss  Warren,  Mrs.  T.  M.  Nichols  of 
Oneida,  N.  Y.,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harvey  of  Wilkes  Barre,  Pa.,  and 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Boardman  of  New  York  City. 

Prominent  among  the  bride’s  gifts  was  a  pretty  bijou 
table  of  wrought  brass  with  a  top  of  delicately  refined  Mexican 
onyx,  bearing  a  stand,  beveled  edged  mirror  with  frame  of 
hammered  brass.  The  card  attached  bore  the  legend,  “From 
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GASHERIE  DE  WITT  II 

the  employees  of  Willard’s  to  Miss  Nellie  Nichols  with  the 
best  wishes  for  her  happiness."  To  this  token  of  their  regard 
for  the  bride  of  the  evening  the  entire  house  corps  had  contrib¬ 
uted.  After  the  guests  had  left  for  their  several  homes,  Mrs. 
de  Witt  had  this  gift  brought  to  the  drawing  room  and  placed 
beside  her  and,  as  the  entire  force  filed  before  her,  she 
thanked  each  one  for  the  gift,  and  presented  each  with  a  box 
of  cake.  The  bride  looked  like  a  fairy  god-mother  sitting  thus 
among  her  people  and  some  of  the  good  wishes  showered  upon 
her  were  couched  in  quaint  phrases.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  de  Witt  left 
the  city  on  the  midnight  train  for  the  South.  On  their  return 
they  will  have  their  residence  at  Willard’s. 
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FAMILY  #5.  WEBSTER 


#6.  ALICE  CORNELIA  DE  WITT,  (Gasherie  II,  1.)  b.  Jan.  20, 
1863  at  Belleville,  N.  J.;  d.  Sept.  24,  1937  at  Nantucket, 
Mass.;  m.  Oct.  2,  1890  at  Belleville,  N.  J.  to  William 
Herbert  Webster,  b.  Oct.  18,  1858,  at  Belleville,  N.  J.; 
d.  Dec.  14,  1926  at  New  York  City,  son  of  William 
Henry  Webster*  and  Matilda  Leverich  Duryee.  Alice 
was  educated  in  Belleville,  N.  J.  and  Geneva,  Switzer¬ 
land  and  traveled  extensively  throughout  Europe  and  the 
United  States.  She  was  associated  for  a  time  with  her 
sister  Elizabeth  in  the  operation  of  a  tea  room  and  gift 
shop  in  New  York  City  known  as  the  Green  Dragon. 
WILLIAM  HERBERT  WEBSTER  was  an  expert  oarsman 
in  his  youth,  winning  many  trophies  in  both  single  and 
double  sculls.  He  was  a  native  of  Belleville  for  many 
years  and  after  his  marriage  in  1890,  he  removed  to 
Whitestone,  Long  Island,  N.  Y.  He  later  established 
residence  in  Montclair,  New  Jersey.  He  was  in  business 
in  New  York  City  as  a  banker  and  broker  and  in  1901 
was  a  partner  in  the  brokerage  firm  of  Cox  and  Sharp 
at  37  Broad  Street.  This  connection  covered  a  period  of 
thirty  years. 

Children  of  William  Herbert  and  Alice  (De  Witt)  Webster; 

•  William  Henry  Webster  is  in direct  descent  from  Gov.  John  Webster  of  Con¬ 
necticut  (1662)  and  was  the  son  of  the  Rev  Charles  (Charles  Richard  6, 
Matthew  5,  Ebenezer  4,  John  3,  Robert  2,  Governor  Johnl)  and  Jane  Wilson 
(Brant)  Webster.  William  Henry  was  born  Oct.  7,  1821;  m.  Oct.  19,  1854, 

Matilda  Leverich  Duryee,  dau.  of  Josepht  Woodward  (who  d.  in  Feb.  1854)  and 
Cornelia  (Leverich)  Duryee  (who  d.  in  1850).  He  was  Surrogate  of  Essex 
County,  N.  J.  for  five  years  1864-69.  Was  in  the  lumber  business  but 
retired  and  lived  at  Belleville,  N.  J.  for  many  years.  She  d.  June  30, 
1891.  This  couple  were  great  friends  of  the  Gasherie  De  Witt’s  and  are 
often  mentioned  in  family  diaries.  There  home  was  just  down  the  hill 
from  “Truro"  and  on  the  banks  of  the  Passiac  River. 

For  further  information  on  the  Webster  Family,  refer  to  ‘HISTORY  AND 
GENEALOGY  OF  THE  GOVERNOR  JOHN  WEBSTER  FAMILY  OF  CONNECTICUT,”  by  William 
Holcomb  Webster  and  Rev.  Melville  Reuben  Webster,  D.  D. 
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GASHERIE  DE  WITT  II 

20.  I.  Dorothy  Leverich,  b.  July  23,  1892,  She  was  educated 

at  the  Montclair  High  School  and  later  had  some 
theatrical  experience,  playing  for  a  time  at  the  old 
Palace  Theater  in  New  York.  Then  for  sometime 
connected  with  the  Foster  Travel  Bureau  in  New 
York.  She  has  traveled  extensively  here  and  abroad 
and  is  an  accomplished  photographer  with  rare 
ability  for  artistic  composition.  Her  religion  is 
Episcopalian.  At  this  writing  she  maintains  a  win¬ 
ter  home  at  Largo,  Florida  and  summers  at 
Sciasconset,  Nantucket,  Mass. 

21.  II.  Howard  De  Witt,  b.  May  13,  1897  at  Whitestone,  L.  I., 

N.  Y.;  m.  Sept.  2,  1922  at  Mt.  Lake,  N.  J.  to 
Harriette  Waters,  b.  June  11,  1897  at  Cortland, 

N.  Y. 

F amily  #17. 
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FAMILY  #6.  MEEKER 


#7.  JULIA  DYER  DE  WITT  (2),  (Gasherie  II.  1)  b.  Feb.  18, 

1867,  at  Belleville,  N.  J.;  d.  Dec.  9,  1942  at  Short  Hills, 
N.  J.;  m.  Oct.  26,  1901  at  Newark,  N.  J.  to  Louis  Ed¬ 
ward  Meeker,  b.  Sept.  17,  1853  at  Elizabeth,  N.  J.;  d. 
Apr.  16,  1918,  at  Newark,  N.  J.,  son  of  Joseph  Meeker 
and  Mary  E.  Smith.  Julia  received  her  schooling  from 
tutors  in  Geneva,  Switzerland  and  her  mother’s  pri¬ 
vate  school  in  Belleville,  N.  J.  she  also  graduated  from 
Mrs.  Sills  Training  Class  for  Kindergarten  Teachers, 
at  Syraucse,  N.  Y.  Louis  was  in  the  real  estate  busi¬ 
ness  in  Newark  for  many  years  and  Julia  took  a  very 
active  part  in  its  management,  handling  the  entire 
business  in  later  years.  In  “Josiah  Hornblower  and  the 
First  Steam  Engine  in  America,”  it  is  mentioned  that 
the  cylinder  of  this  first  steam  engine  was  in  the  S.  J. 
Meeker  Foundry  (Successor  to  D.  M.  Meeker  &  Son) 
on  Clay  Street  near  Ogden  Street,  Newark,  N.  J.  in  the 
year  1883.  Louis  was  possibly  connected  to  this  same 
family. 

Children  of  Louis  Edward  and  Julia  (De  Witt)  Meeker: 

22.  I.  Mary  Langridge,  b.  Mar.  13,  1903,  at  Newark,  N.  J. 

m.  July  26,  1926,  Alfred  J.  Peer. 

Family  #18. 

23.  II.  Edward  De  Witt,  b.  Nov.  15,  1904,  at  Newark,  m.  Nov. 

7,  1931,  Mary  Fideiia  Gilbert. 

Family  #19. 
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FAMILY  #7.  DE  WITT 


#8.  JOHN  DOWLING  DE  WITT  (2),  (Gasherie  II,  1)  b.  May  10, 
1869  at  Belleville,  N.  J.;  d.  Oct.  22,  1938,  at  Bloom¬ 
field,  N.  J.;  m.  2nd,  Jan.  12,  1905,  Mabel  Llewellyn 
Staats,  (b.  Aug.  31,  1878  at  West  Orange,  N.  J.;  d.  Dec. 
14,  1947,  at  East  Orange,  N.  J.)  at  Easton,  Pennsylva¬ 
nia,  dau.  of  Edward  A.  Staats  and  Helen  Elaine  Sanat. 
He  was  b.  Nov.  1843;  d.  Oct.  1930.  She  was  b.  Feb. 
1847;  d.  Jan.  1896.  John  Dowling  De  Witt  was  named 
after  his  grandfather,  the  Rev.  John  Dowling,  D.D.  He 
was  educated  at  the  Burlington  Military  Institute, 
Burlington,  N.  J. ,  Seabrea  Institute,  Saybrook,  Conn., 
Montclair  Academy,  Montclair,  N.  J.:  He  took  an  ac¬ 
tive  and  patriotic  part  in  all  military  matters.  He  was 
Sgt.  Major,  1st  Regiment,  New  Jersey  National  Guard; 
served  overseas  in  World  War  I,  with  the  American 
Red  Cross  in  Europe  1917-18.  He  was  State  Chief  of 
Staff  and  Senior  Vice  Department  Commander,  Veter¬ 
ans  of  Foreign  Wars  and  Commander  of  Edward  M. 
McKey  Post,  V.  F.  W.  He  operated  a  printing  estab¬ 
lishment  in  Newark,  New  Jersey  until  his  death. 

Children  of  John  Dowling  and  Mabel  (Staats)  De  Witt; 

#24.  I.  Marion,  b.  Oct.  9,  1906,  at  Newark,  N.  J.;  m.  July 
15,  1933,  Paul  Garfield  Adams. 

Family  #20. 
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FAMILY  #8.  JUSTIN 


#10.  JOEL  DE  WITT  JUSTIN  (Helen  Maria  De  Witt  2,  Gasherie 
II,  1),  b.  Sept.  13,  1881  at  Syracuse,  N.  Y.;  d.--  at  --; 
m.  June  21,  1906  at  Ithaca,  N.  Y.,  to  Susan  Townley 
Bates,  b.  June  18,  1884  at  Ithaca,  dau.  of  Frederick 
Harris  Bates,  b.  Dec.  5,  1862;  d.  May  19,  1934,  and 
Edith  Marie  Townley,  of  Groton,  N.  Y.,  b.  Sept.  1, 

1861;  d.  Oct.  9,  1943. 

Joel  De  Witt  Justin  attended  the  grammar  schools  of 
Syracuse  and  two  years  at  the  Syracuse  High  School 
which  was  then  on  West  Onondaga  Street.  In  189  8  the 
family  moved  to  Rochester  and  he  completed  his  sec¬ 
ondary  schooling  in  1902  at  the  Rochester  High  School. 
In  1902  he  received  a  competitive  State  Scholarship  for 
four  years  at  Cornell  University.  He  entered  there  the 
same  year  and  graduated  in  1906  with  a  C.E.  degree. 

He  was  more  or  less  self-supporting  during  his  college 
career,  earning  his  way  at  many  things  including  the 
operation  of  a  laundry  agency  which  was  quite  success¬ 
ful.  The  Rev.  George  Thomas  Dowling,  D.D.,  his  great 
uncle  on  his  mother’s  side  and  his  uncle  by  marriage 
on  his  father’s  side,  was  generous  in  his  financial 
assistance  to  his  talented  and  hard  working  nephew  and 
sent  him  a  substantial  check  each  year  of  his  college 
course.  He  was  married  the  day  he  graduated. 

For  many  years  they  moved  many  times  to  what¬ 
ever  location  his  various  supervisory  engineering  as¬ 
signments  took  him;  New  York  City;  Shokan,  Ulster 
County,  N.  Y.;  Harrisburg,  Pa.;  Wessota,  Wisconsin; 
Cumberland,  Maryland;  Winston-Salem,  N.  C.  and 
Watertown,  N.  Y.  He  finally  purchased  a  home  at 
Merion,  Pa.,  a  suburb  of  Philadelphia,  and  settled 
there. 

His  record  of  engineering  accomplishments  places 
him  at  the  very  top  among  the  foremost  civil  engineers 
of  the  country.  Hardly  a  great  dam  project  is  con¬ 
ceived  and  carried  through  without  his  consultation 
and  advice.  Over  100  great  dams  throughout  the  world 
have  had  the  benefit  of  his  supervision  or  consultation. 
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GASHERIE  DE  WITT  II 


Some  of  his  positions  follow:  Resident  Engineer, 
Olive  Bridge  Dam,  New  York  Board  of  Water  Supply, 

19  11;  Principal  Engineer,  Board  of  Public  Works, 
Harrisburg,  Pa.  and  Principal  Assistant  to  James  H. 
Fuertes,  Consulting  Engineer,  New  York  City,  Water 
Supply,  Filteration  Sewers  1911-14;  Resident  Engineer, 
Wisonsin  Water  Power  work,  Fargo  Engineering  Com¬ 
pany  1914-1917;  Construction  Engineer,  Aluminum 
Company  of  America,  Dam  and  Power  Plant,  North 
Carolina  1917-1919;  Chief  Engineer,  Ludlow  Engineers, 
Winston-Salem,  N.  C.  with  private  practice  throughout 
Southeastern  states,  Water  Supply,  Filteration,  Sewers, 
Power  1919-24;  Hydraulic  Engineer,  Carlisle  Interests 
in  New  York  State  1924-25;  Hydro-Electric  Engineer, 
United  Gas  Improvement  Company,  U.G.I.  Contracting 
Company  1925-1932.  Beginning  with  1932,  he  became 
an  independent  consulting  engineer  with  offices  at  1520 
Locust  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  where  he  is  now  (1947) 
located.  A  list  of  his  clients  and  projects  completed 
would  cover  pages  for  which  there  is  no  room  here.  A 
sample  of  them  would  include:  Chief  of  Engineers, 
Washington,  D.  C.;  District  Engineers,  Engineer  Corps, 
U.S.  Army  in  nearly  every  state;  projects  in  almost 
every  state  in  the  Union,  Iceland,  Panama,  Formosa, 
several  countries  in  South  America,  etc. 

He  has  been  honored  with  the  presentation  of  - 

JAMES  R.  CROES  GOLD  MEDAL,  American  Society 
of  Civil  Engineers,  1924. 

FUERTES  GOLD  MEDAL,  Cornell  University,  1932. 

He  is  the  author  and  co-author  of  several  text  books 
that  are  in  general  use  - 

“EARTH  DAM  PROJECTS"  by  Joel  De  Witt  Justin 

“HYDRO-ELECTRIC  HANDBOOK”  Creager  and  Justin 

“POWER  SUPPLY  ECONOMICS”  Justin  and  Mervins 

“ENGINEERING  FOR  DAMS"  -  3  vols.  Creager,  Justin 
and  Hinds 

His  memberships  include: 

American  Society  of  Civil  Engineers 

American  Institute  of  Consulting  Engineers 
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HIS  ANCESTORS  AND  DESCENDANTS 

i  •' 

Franklin  Institute  -  Engineers  Club  of  Philadelphia 
Cornell  Club  of  Philadelphia 

Their  home  address  if  (1947) 

512  Prescott  Road,  Merion  Station,  Penna. 

Children  of  Joel  De  Witt  and  Susan  (Bates)  Justin: 

#25.  I.  Joel  Bates,  b.  Nov.  23,  1907;  m.  Jan.  1,  1934  to 
Annie  Redfearn. 

F amily  #21. 

#26.  II.  Frederick  De  Witt,  b.  Mar.  24,  1911;  m.  Aug.  21, 
1933,  to  Hazel  Bream. 

Family  #22. 

#27.  III.  Helen  De  Witt,  b.  Jan.  14,  1915  at  Harrisburg,  Pa.; 
d.  May  23,  1916  at  Wessota,  Wis. 

#28.  IV.  Charles  Townley,  b.  Apr.  14,  1918  at  Cumberland, 
Maryland.  He  attended  Perkiomen  Preperatory 
School  and  one  year  at  Dickinson  College.  Then 
radio  and  television  schools  in  New  York,  Chicago 
Boston,  and  Philadelphia.  He  served  as  Radio 
Operator,  Merchant  Marine  in  World  War  II. 

His  Family  #  will  be  23, 
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FAMILY  #9.  JUSTIN 


#12.  IRA  HATFIELD  JUSTIN  (3),  (Helen  Maria  De  Witt  2, 

Gasherie  II,  1)  b.  Apr.  25,  1885  at  501  East  Fayette 
St.,  Syracuse,  N.  Y.;  d.--,  at  m.  2nd  time  Nov.  13, 
1932  at  Los  Angeles,  Cal.  to  Jane  Winslow  Thomas,  a 
widow  who  was  b.  Jan.  3,  1902  at  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  dau. 
of  John  Richardson  Thomas,  b.  Apr.  19,  1857;  d.  Nov. 
29,  1916,  and  Mary  Morris  Winslow  of  Stonington,  Conn, 
b.  Dec.  14,  1863;  d.  Apr.  30,  1935.  Ira  received  his 
education  in  the  schools  of  Syracuse  and  the  Ferris 
Institute  in  Michigan.  He  is  a  veteran  of  World  War  I, 
having  served  as  a  Sgt.  1st  Class  in  the  Medical  Corps. 
At  the  end  of  the  war  he  joined  the  Los  Angeles  Police 
Force,  becoming  a  Lieutenant.  He  was  one  of  the  fore¬ 
most  American  instructors  in  the  art  of  jui-jitsu  and 
taught  it  to  the  Los  Angeles  Police.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  American  Legion,  Post  381,  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 

His  church  affiliations  are  Unitarian.  His  wife  Jane 
had  two  daughters  by  a  previous  marriage  who  have 
taken  the  name  of  Justin.  They  are:  Jane  Jean,  b. 

Nov.  10,  1924,  and  Barbara,  b.  Nov.  29,  1929.  He  is 
now  retired  and  lives  at  1246  East  75th  Street,  Los 
Angeles,  Cal. 

Children  of  Ira  Hatfield  and  Jane  (Thomas)  Justin: 

29.  I.  IRENE  DE  WITT,  b.  Jan.  2,  1938  at  Los  Angeles; 
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FAMILY  #10.  JUSTIN 


#13.  WARREN  LATHROP  JUSTIN  3  (Helen  Maria  2,  Gasherie 
II,  1),  b.  June  28,  1892,  at  Syracuse,  N.  Y.;  d.--,  at 
m.  1st  Dec.  4,  1919  at  Little  Rock,  Ark.  to  Marie  M. 
Crowley  from  whom  he  was  divorced  Feb.  9,  1926. 
Married  2nd  June  1,  1927,  at  Los  Angeles,  Cal.  to 
Sophia  E.  Riechel,  who  was  born  Dec.  15,  1897  at  New 
York,  N.  Y.,  the  dau.  of  John  H.  Riechel  (b.  Feb.  13, 
1866)  and  Margaret  Stegeman  (b.  Sept.  27,  1871),  No 
issue  from  2nd  marriage.  He  received  his  education 
in  the  schools  of  Syracuse  and  the  Starkey  Seminary 
of  Joined  the  Army  and  served  18  years  as  1st 

Sgt.,  passing  through  World  War  1  with  honors.  He  left 
the  Army  in  1924  and  joined  the  Los  Angeles  Police 
force  with  which  is  now  connected  as  a  Lieutenant.  He 
is  eligible  to  retirement  (1947)  but  prefers  to  remain 
active.  His  hobby  is  stamp  collecting.  He  enjoys  a 
keen  sense-of-humor  and  is  most  popular  among  his 
associates.  Present  address  (1948),  6019  1/2  So.  Ver¬ 
mont  Ave.,  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 

Children  of  Warren  Lathrop  and  Marie  (Crowley)  Justin; 

30.  I.  Jennie,  b.  Aug.  23,  1920  at  Baton  Rouge,  La.;  m.  May 
20,  1938,  Rodney  Norris. 

F  amily  #24. 

'31.  II.  Gilbert  Warren,  b.  Mar.  26,  1922  at  Baton  Rouge,  La. 
Now  in  the  Army. 
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FAMILY  #11.  SMITH 


#14.  MARJORIE  HARVEY  (3)  (Jennie  J.  De  Witt  2,  Gasherie  II, 
1)  b.  Apr.  4,  1886  at  Wilkes-Barre,  Pa.;  d.--,  at 
m.  Oct.  14,  1913,  Col.  Ernest  Gray  Smith,  b.  Oct.  26, 
1873;  d.  Dec.  27,  1945  at  Wilkes-Barre,  son  of  Capt. 
Hiram  Wolfe  Smith  and  Evangeline  Lash  of  Martin’s 
Ferry,  Ohio.  Marjorie  attended  the  Masters  School, 
Dobbs  Ferry,  N.  Y.  and  the  National  Cathedral  School, 
Washington,  D.  C.  where  she  graduated  with  the  highest 
honors.  At  this  writing,  she  is  a  Director  of  the  Girl 
Scouts;  a  member  of  the  Wyoming  Valley  Women’s 
Club,  League  of  Women  Voters,  American  Legion 
Auxiliary,  Playground  and  Recreation  Association  and 
the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution.  Highly  re¬ 
spected  and  a  leader  for  good  in  her  community.  Col. 
Ernest  Gray  Smith  was  an  officer  of  the  U.  S.  Army  in 
the  Spanish- American  War  and  World  War  I.  News¬ 
paper  publisher,  civic  leader,  bank  and  railroad  direc¬ 
tor  of  Wilkes-Barre,  Pa.  For  a  more  complete  de¬ 
scription  of  his  activities  -  see  National  Encyclopaedia 
of  American  Biography,  Vol.A.,  Page  273. 

Children  of  Ernest  Gray  and  Marjorie  (Harvey)  Smith; 

32.  I.  Harrison  Harvey,  b.  Oct.  24,  1915  at  Wilkes-Barre; 

m.  June  7,  1940,  Joanne  Christopher. 

Family  #26. 

33.  II.  Lois  Gray,  b.  Nov.  24,  1916,  at  Wilkes-Barre;  re¬ 

ceived  her  education  at  Wilkes-Barre  Institute, 
Bouve  Boston  School  Physical  Education,  Scudder 
School  of  Social  Welfare.  She  is  a  member  of  the 
Junior  League,  Girl  Scouts  and  League  of  Women 
Voters.  At  present  (1947)  Librarian  Wilkes-Barre 
Times-Leader  Evening  News  and  Record.  Lives 
at  4  Riverside  Drive. 

34.  III.  Andries  De  Witt,  b.  Feb.  15,  1921  at  Wilkes-Barre; 

Capt.  U.S.  Army,  World  War  II.  Service  in  Liberia, 
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HIS  ANCESTORS  AND  DESCENDANTS 

Egypt,  Italy,  Greece  1943-45.  Soldier’s  Medal, 
June  1944.  Educated  at  Wilkes-Barre  Academy, 
Wyoming  Seminary,  William’s  College,  Lafayette 
College.  Member  of  Zeta  Psi  Fraternity,  West¬ 
moreland  Club  and  American  Legion.  Circulation 
Mgr.  Times-Leader  and  Evening  News. 


SMITH  -  HARVEY 

CHARMING  WEDDING  IN  FIRST  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH 


Adornment  of  Tropical  Wealth  and  a  most  Attractive 
Scene  -  Innovation  in  the  Wedding  Music  -  Bride 
Wore  Her  Mother’s  Wedding  Gown 


Fair  sky,  cloudless,  and  a  perfect  night  with  a  full  moon 
of  autumnal  splendor  and  brilliance  was  the  weather  vouch¬ 
safed  for  the  marriage  of  Marjorie,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Harrison  H.  Harvey,  to  Ernest  Gray  Smith.  The  ceremony  took 
place  in  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  at  6  o’clock  -  one  of 
the  most  charming  weddings  of  this  or  any  other  season,  and 
of  large  interest. 

The  church  was  treated  with  a  tropical  wealth  of  green, 
traced  out  against  the  light  wood  of  the  organ  case.  Large  bay 
trees  of  deep  green  formed  the  background,  and  in  front  of 
these  were  groupings  of  lighter  shades  in  green.  The  choir 
screen  was  etched  with  green  traceries  and  bordered  in  fern. 
The  font  opposite  was  filled  with  masses  of  green,  in  the  midst 
of  which  the  livid  splashes  of  autumn  shown  through  -  just  this 
touch  of  color  at  both  ends  of  the  floral  grouping. 

The  music  while  the  guests  were  gathering  was  from  the 
organ  -  some  wedding  marches  and  the  “Evening"  of  Edward 
Johnson  included.  There  was  also  a  solo  by  Mrs.  Fred  E. 
Willson,  contralto  of  the  First  M.  E.  Church  quartet.  In  the 
south  Gallery  members  of  the  Musical  Art  and  Concordia,  to 
the  number  of  over  a  hundred,  were  massed.  At  the  hour  of 
six  the  big  chorus  took  up  the  wedding  chorus  from  the 
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GASHERIE  DE  WITT  II 

Lohengrin,  led  by  Mr.  Hansen.  The  organ  gave  out  the  accom¬ 
paniment.  This  elaborate  choral  feature,  though  unique  in  the 
wedding  annals  of  the  valley,  was  greatly  enjoyed  apparently 
by  the  other  wedding  guests  in  the  nave  of  the  church.  After 
the  chorus  had  been  sung  through  once,  ending  in  the  sustained 
phrase  by  the  trebles,  the  main  theme  of  the  march  was  re¬ 
peated.  This  time  the  picture  unfolded  itself,  and  the  wedding 
party,  ushers  in  the  lead,  came  slowly  up  the  aisle.  At  the 
same  time  Rev.  Dr.  Farr  and  Rev.  Dr.  Chalfonte  came  from 
the  right  of  the  pulpit,  and  from  here  also  the  groom  and  his 
best  man,  G.  C.  Lehner  of  Chamber sburg,  an  old  chum  of 
Lafayette  College  days.  The  ushers  were  John  Weaver  of 
Clearfield,  brother  of  Mrs.  Theodore  Welles  of  this  city; 

Robert  Hapgood  of  New  York,  and  from  Wilkes-Barre,  Robert 
R.  Harvey,  Fred  C.  Kirkendall  and  Lanning  Harvey. 

Following  the  ushers  up  the  aisle  came  the  bride’s  young¬ 
est  sister  Lucile  as  flower  girl,  in  short  girlish  gown  of  cream 
lace  accordion  plaited,  and  wide  sash.  The  hair  ribbon  shaded 
with  the  general  color  scheme  of  her  sisters,  the  maids  of 
honor,  Misses  Josephine  and  Hazel  Harvey,  who  walked  in 
front  of  the  bride.  The  brides  maids  wore  brocaded  silk  crepe 
of  apricot  pink,  overskirt  of  cream  lace;  waist  Empire  pattern 
threaded  with  silver  trimming,  short  overjacket  of  lace,  and 
butterfly  sleeves.  The  skirts  were  draped  in  the  fin  de  siecle 
mode  and  a  fetching  addenda  of  costume  was  the  black  tulle 
cap,  caught  under  the  chin  with  a  narrow  velvet  band. 

The  bride  walked  alone,  wearing  her  mother’s  wedding 
'  gown  en  train,  of  old  ivory  silk,  lace  trimmed,  and  which  by 
the  rotation  on  fashion’s  program  readily  melted  into  the  lines 
of  today.  The  tulle  veil  which  was  formed  at  the  head  into  the 
picturesque  cap  was  overlaid  with  orange  blossoms.  The  veil 
was  of  rare  old  lace.  Her  bouquet  was  of  orchids  and  lillies- 
of-the- valley.  The  bridesmaids  carried  sheaves  of  cactus 
dahlias,  shading  to  the  general  tone  color.  The  flower  girl 
carried  a  basket  of  sunset  roses. 

The  bride’s  mother  wore  white  satin  with  over  dress  of 
black  lace,  with  a  draping  of  blue-beaded  lace  from  shoulder 
to  skirt.  Her  flowers  were  gardenias. 

The  party  had  been  given  ample  room  for  the  grouping 
by  the  removal  of  some  of  the  first  pews.  The  ceremony  was 
that  of  Angelican  tradition  and  usage,  with  the  ring.  Afterward, 
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HIS  ANCESTORS  AND  DESCENDANTS 

for  the  blessing,  bride  and  groom  knelt  at  a  flower  edged  prie 
dieu,  which  was  pillared  in  white  chrysanthemums. 

The  throng  of  friends  renewed  their  interest  and  appro¬ 
bation  at  the  attraction  of  fashion  and  of  beauty  as  the  party 
left  the  church  to  the  wedding  march  from  “Midsummer  Night’s 
Dream.” 

The  reception  was  at  the  bride’s  home  and  the  walls, 
mantels  and  stairways  were  traced  lavishly  with  green  and 
with  autumn  colors.  Bride  and  groom  with  the  others  of  the 
party  received  from  in  front  of  a  dense  banking  of  tropical 
plants  and  there  was  the  effect  of  a  bower  of  green. 

The  gifts  required  large  space  to  show  above  stairs  and 
they  were  lavish  in  number  and  kind  -  with  the  glittering  aray 
of  useables  and  adornments  for  the  home. 

Among  the  guests  from  out  of  town  were  Mrs.  J.  D.  De 
Witt,  the  bride’s  grandmother  of  Newark,  N.  J.;  Mrs.  W.  H. 
Webster  of  Montclair  and  Miss  Elizabeth  De  Witt  of  New  Yor}c, 
aunts  of  the  bride;  Mrs.  Robert  Hapgood  of  Clearfield,  Miss 
La  Belle  Dunlap  of  New  York;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Theodore  Sheriff 
of  Cadiz,  Ohio,  sister  and  brother-in-law  of  the  groom. 

After  the  wedding  supper,  the  bridal  party  and  intimates 
grouped  in  the  dining  room,  there  were  several  flashlight 
photographs  taken. 

The  bride’s  bouquet,  thrown  from  the  head  of  the  stair¬ 
case,  was  caught  by  Miss  Josephine  Harvey.  Bride  and  groom 
motored  out  to  the  Laning  Harvey  bungalow  at  Thornhurst, 
whence  they  will  go  to  New  York  as  the  first  destination  in  a 
fortnight’s  wedding  journey.  After  November  they  will  live  at 
the  Schooley  apartments  on  North  Franklin  street.  Mr.  Smith 
is  connected  with  the  Times-Leader  of  this  city. 

The  participation  of  the  chorus  at  the  church  was  in  com¬ 
pliment  to  bride  and  groom,  respectively  identified  as  active 
members  of  Concordia  and  Musical  Art. 


From  Wilkes-Barre  Paper  of  October  15,  1913 
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FAMILY  #12.  NICKERSON 


#15.  HAZEL  HARVEY  (3),  (Jennie  Josephine  De  Witt  2,  Gash- 
erie  II,  1)  b.  Nov.  13,  1887  at  Wilkes-Barre,  Pa.;  d.--, 
at  m.  July  10,  1917,  at  Glen  Summit,  Pa.,  to  Henry 
Cobb  Nickerson,  b.  Mar.  4,  1882  at  Newton  Center, 
Mass.,  son  of  Lluodon  Nickerson  and  Kate  Cobb  of 
Newton,  Mass.  He  d.  Sept.  1  1,  1893;  she  d.  1926. 
Hazel’s  schooling  was  at  Wilkes-Barre  Institute  and 
Dobbs  Ferry.  Henry  is  an  architect  by  profession. 
They  moved  to  Pasadena,  Cal.  many  years  ago  where 
they  built  a  home  and  he  set  himself  up  in  business. 
The  years  of  the  depression  had  their  effect  on  the 
building  business,  so  they  sold  their  home  and  pur¬ 
chased  a  guest  ranch,  now  known  as  the  Hidden  Well 
Ranch,  near  Las  Vegas,  Nevada.  This  has  been  suc¬ 
cessfully  operated  by  them  and  is  their  present  ad¬ 
dress. 

Children  of  Henry  Cobb  and  Hazel  (Harvey)  Nickerson: 

35.  I.  Nancy,  b.  May  8,  1918,  at  --;  m.  --,  John  Hethcock. 

Family  #29. 

36.  II.  Margaret,  b.  Sept.  12,  1924  at  --;  m.  Feb.  1948  to 

George  Crockett. 
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FAMILY  #13.  TORREY 


#16.  JOSEPHINE  HARVEY  (Jennie  Josephine  De  Witt  2,  Gash- 
erie  II,  l),  b.  Oct.  29,  1891  at  Wilkes-Barre,  Pa.;  d. 
at  m.  Jan.  14,  1915,  at  Wilkes-Barre  to  Douglas 
Jay  Torrey,  b.  June.  10,  1888,  son  of  James  Humphry 
Torrey  and  Ella  Jay  of  Scranton,  Pa.  Josephine  Harvey 
attended  the  National  Cathedral  School,  Washington, 

D.  C.  where  she  graduated  in  1910.  After  her  mar¬ 
riage,  they  moved  to  California  where  Douglas  was 
attorney  for  one  of  the  Banks  in  Pasadena.  They  ob¬ 
tained  a  separation  some  time  later  and  Josephine, 
through  her  own  ability  and  effort,  put  the  four  children 
through  school  and  college  for  the  boys.  She  taught 
bridge  for  ten  years  under  Culbertson  and  Work,  then, 
after  14  years  in  California,  moved  east  with  her  four 
children.  She  operated  a  children’s  and  sports  shop 
in  Wilkes-Barre  for  two  years;  moved  to  New  York 
City  where  she  operated  a  chaperon  service  for  several 
years;  became  manager  of  the  Mayflower  Inn  at  Wash¬ 
ington,  Conn,  which  she  successfully  managed  for  five 
years  and  in  1947  is  in  charge  of  one  of  the  large  dorm¬ 
itories  at  Smith  College,  Northampton,  Mass.  She  is 
an  expert  at  golf  and  tennis  and  has  won  a  number  of 
trophies  at  these  sports.  An  efficient  manager  with  an 
excellent  personality.  Truly  a  remarkable  career  for 
one  whose  early  environment  did  not  prepare  her  for 
such  a  life. 

Children  of  Douglas  J.  and  Josephine  (Harvey)  Torrey:  All 

born  in  Wilkes-Barre,  Pa. 

#37.  I.  Patricia,  b.  Oct.  7,  1915;  m.  May  26,  1938,  Carl 
Herman  Funke. 

F amily  #31. 

#38.  II.  James  Harvey,  b.  Oct.  10,  1917;  m.  Feb.  14,  1942, 
Hetty  Lonsdale  Bixby. 

Family  #32. 
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GASHERIE  DE  WITT  II 

#39.  III.  Peter,  b.  Sept.  22,  1922;  m.  Mar.  7,  1945,  Grace 
Nina  Simons. 

Family  #33. 

#40.  IV.  Benjamin  Harvey,  b.  Dec.  1  1,  1925. 


.91  ,Ii  ,s>  .Q  .<S  iv  «H  .VI  .OM 


FAMILY  #14.  RUSSELL 


#17.  LUCILLE  HARVEY  (3),  (Jennie  J.  De  Witt  2,  Gasherie  II, 
1),  b.  May  20,  1900  at  Wilkes-Barre,  Pa.;  d.  at 
m.  1st  Apr.  29,  1922,  at  Montrose,  Pa.,  to  John  Bur¬ 
nett  Russell,  Jr.,  b.  Oct.  1897,  at  Wilkes-Barre,  son 
of  John  Burnett  Russell,  born  in  Oneonta,  N.  Y.  and 
Fannie  Schooley  of  Pittston,  Pa.  Lucille  was  educated 
at  Wilkes-Barre  Institute.  She  was  the  beauty  of  the 
entire  family.  John  Russell  Jr.  was  in  business  in 
Hartford,  Conn.  They  made  their  home  in  Farmington, 
Conn.  She  obtained  a  divorce  in  1944  and  m.  2nd  Apr. 
5,  1947  in  Bermuda,  Nathaniel  William  Hutchings,  b. 
in  1891  in  Bermuda;  he  is  an  architect  by  profession 
and  is  the  father  of  five  grown  children.  They  have 
their  home  at  “Greenbank,"  Paget  East,  Bermuda. 
(1947.) 

Children  of  John  Burnett  and  Lucille  (Harvey)  Russell,  Jr.; 

41.  I.  John  Burnett,  III,  b.  Feb.  9,  1923  at  Wilkes-Barre, 

Pa.;  m.  July  1,  1944,  Cynthia  Lee. 

Family  #35. 

42.  II.  Jane  De  Witt,  b.  June  22,  1924  at  Wilkes-Barre.  At¬ 

tended  Oxford  School,  Hartford,  Conn,  and  Garland 
College,  Boston,  Mass.  She  is  at  present  in  Radio 
Advertising  business. 
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FAMILY  #15.  DE  WITT 


#18.  HAROLD  NICHOLS  DE  WITT  (3),  (Gasherie  III,  2,  Gash- 
erie  II,  1)  b.  Oct.  7,  1887  at  old  Willard’s  Hotel,  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.  C.;  d.  — ,  at  — ;  m.  June  5,  1912  at  Camden, 
N.  Y.  to  Ruth  Lucile  Frisbie,  b.  Nov.  24,  1885  at  Cam¬ 
den,  N.  Y.,  dau.  of  Willard  James  Frisbie,*  b.  Apr.  14, 
1848  at  Camden,  d.  July  24,  1920  at  Camden,  and  Emma 
Stevens  Phelps,**  b.  June  24,  1849  at  Camden,  d.  Apr. 

6,  1927  at  Camden.  Ruth  was  educated  in  Camden  and 
4  years  at  the  Scoville  School,  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York 
City  with  study  trips  to  Europe.  She  has  traveled  ex¬ 
tensively  throughout  this  country,  Canada  and  Europe 
with  one  long-to-be-remembered  trip  throughout 
Europe  when  her  father  took  his  car  overseas  for  an 
all  summer  tour  in  1909.  She  has  been  a  member  of 
the  DAR  and  served  in  the  Women’s  Motor  Corps  dur¬ 
ing  World  War  I.  Her  father  was  one  of  the  leading 
textile  manufacturers  of  his  day,  her  mother  was  one 
of  the  civic  leaders  of  Camden,  active  in  church  and 
literary  circles,  an  active  member  of  the  DAR  and  co¬ 
author  of  “A  History  of  the  Town  of  Camden." 

Harold  Nichols  De  Witt  received  his  education  at 
Friend’s  School,  Washington,  D.  C.;  Lawrenceville 
School,  Lawrenceville,  N.  J.;  The  Tome  School,  Port 
Deposit,  Md.  He  was  Business  Manager  of  “The 
Tome,”  the  school  publication  and  was  a  member  of 
Phi  Alpha  Omega,  school  fraternity.  He  gave  up  his 
opportunity  to  enter  college  to  go  into  the  automobile 
business  in  Syracuse  in  1908  where  he  remained  for  a 
short  time,  then  returned  to  Washington  to  enter  the 
real  estate  business. 


♦See  “Frisbie  Genealogy,  "  “Alcott  Genealogy,”  "Atwater  Genealogy"  and 
‘‘Cowles  Family  Genealogy." 

**#1481  in  "Phelps  Family  of  America  and  Their  English  Ancestry,"  "History 
of  Stonington,  Conn.”  for  Fish  Family  connections.  The  unpublished 
"  Frisbie-De  Witt  Family  Tree"  by  11.  N.  De  Witt  for  all  known  family  con¬ 
nections. 
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HIS  ANCESTORS  AND  DESCENDANTS 

Due  to  the  unfavorable  effect  of  the  Washington  cli¬ 
mate  on  his  wife’s  health,  he  returned  to  New  York 
State  in  1914  to  enter  the  automobile  business  as  a  deal¬ 
er  and  distributor  for  Central  New  York. 

His  business  experience  has  included  positions  as: 
Manager,  Mt.  Airy  Eastern  Railway,  Mt.  Airy,  N.  C.; 
In  Washington,  Vice  President,  National  Capital  Im¬ 
provement  Company,  Receiver  for  Pope  Automobile 
Company;  In  Syracuse  -  Co-publisher  and  Business 
Manager,  Empire  State  Motorist;  President  De  Witt 
Motor  Company,  Inc.;  Manager,  Rickenbacker-Syracuse 
Company;  District  Sales  Manager,  Franklin  Automobile 
Company  with  extensive  traveling  throughout  the  North¬ 
east  and  as  far  west  as  Butte,  Montana  and  a  good  part 
of  Eastern  Canada;  Salesmanager  for  Packard  cars  in 
Syracuse  and,  during  World  War  II,  Expeditor  for 
Remington-Rand  Company  and  then  Personnel  Director 
for  the  Kilian  Manufacturing  Corporation. 

During  World  War  I,  he  was  County  Induction  Officer, 
Motor  Transport  Corps,  U.S.  Army;  was  on  the  Indus¬ 
trial  Manpower  Committee  of  Onondaga  County  and  a 
member  of  the  American  Protective  League  which 
worked  in  Co-operation  with  the  Department  of  Justice, 
and  the  Onondaga  Defense  Committee. 

His  memberships  have  included;  American  Auto¬ 
mobile  Association,  Automobile  Club  of  Syracuse, 
Century  Club,  St.  Lawrence  Yacht  Club,  Sedgwick  Farm 
Club,  Syracuse  Advertising  Men’s  Club,  Syracuse 
Chamber  of  Commerce  and  Syracuse  Automobile  Deal¬ 
er’s  Association  (of  which  he  was  a  Director  and  Treas¬ 
urer  for  several  years).  He  is  now  (1947),  a  member 
of  The  Holland  Society  of  New  York. 

Children  of  Harold  Nichols  and  Ruth  (Frisbie)  De  Witt; 

#43.  I.  Helen  Lucile,  b.  June  24,  1913  at  Washington,  D.  C.; 

d.  Dec.  5,  1918  at  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  buried  in  Cam¬ 
den,  N.  Y.  A  victem  of  the  influenza  epidemic  of 
World  War  I. 

#14.  II.  Emma  Alice,  b.  Aug.  19,  1914,  at  Camden,  N.  Y.;  m. 

June  19,  1943,  Lt.  Cmdr.  Frank  Duncan  Havens. 

Family  #37. 
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GASHERIE  DE  WITT  II 

#45.  III.  Ruth  Frisbie,  b.  Oct.  12,  1920,  at  Syracuse,  N.  Y.; 

m.  June  27,  1942,  Capt.  Joseph  Bates  Chamber- 
lain. 

Family  #38. 

#46.  IV.  Jeanne  Phelps,  b.  Nov.  22,  1925  at  Camden,  N.  Y. 

Received  her  education  in  the  schools  of  Syracuse 
and  was  a  member  of  Delta  Kappa  Sorority. 

Worked  in  a  local  war  plant,  for  the  O.P.A.  and  is 
now  (1948)  employed  as  Society  Editor  of  the  Syra¬ 
cuse  Post-Standard. 


From  the  UTICA  PRESS,  Utica,  N.  Y.,  June  6,  1912 


SOCIETY  EVENT  IN  CAMDEN 


THE  DE  WITT-FRISBIE  NUPTIALS 

Harold  Nichols  De  Witt  of  Washington  and  Miss  Ruth  Lucile 
Frisbie  United  at  Bride’s  Home,  Which  Had  Been 
Beautifully  Adorned  for  the  Occasion,  in 
Presence  of  Distinguished  Company 

Harold  Nichols  De  Witt  of  Washington,  D.  C.,  and  Miss 
Ruth  Lucile  Frisbie,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  J.  Frisbie  of 
Camden,  were  married  last  evening  at  the  home  of  the  bride’s 
parents  in  Camden.  The  day  was  an  exceptionally  fine  one  and 
the  wedding  ceremony  was  beautiful.  The  interior  of  the  house 
was  beautifully  decorated  with  pink  roses  and  asparagus  fern 
by  Florist  Baker  of  Utica.  Appropriate  music  was  furnished 
by  Kapp’s  Orchestra  of  Syracuse.  Miss  Ruth  Stone,  daughter 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Benjamin  De  Milt  Stone  of  Camden,  was  maid 
of  honor,  and  Orren  De  Witt,  brother  of  the  groom,  was  best 
man.  The  bridesmaids  were  Miss  Ellwood  and  Miss  Elise 
Ellwood  of  De  Calb,  Ill.,  Miss  Alice  Stansfield  of  Syracuse  and 
Miss  Huldah  Stoddard  of  Camden.  The  ushers  were  Arthur 
Browne  and  Jerome  Graham  of  Washington,  D.  C.,  Leon  A. 
Stansfield  and  E.  N.  Hodges  of  New  York,  Hume  Morss  of 
Albany,  C.  H.  Norris  of  Syracuse,  H.  C.  Mergenthaler  of  New 
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HIS  ANCESTORS  AND  DESCENDANTS 

York  and  Owen  P.  Frisbie  of  Utica.  Mary  Alice  Borland,  the 
little  daughter  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  H.  E.  Borland  of  Lynnwood, 

L.  I.  was  the  flower  girl. 

The  bride’s  gown  was  white  satin,  duchess  and  point  lace, 
and  she  carried  a  bouquet  of  orchids  and  lillies-of-the-valley. 
The  maid  of  honor  and  bridesmaids  were  gowned  in  pink  paint¬ 
ed  chiffon  and  carried  bridesmaids  roses. 

The  ceremony  was  performed  in  the  west  end  of  the 
drawing  room  by  the  Rev.  Robert  L.  Ray,  pastor  of  the  First 
Congregational  Church  of  Camden.  It  was  an  impressive  cere¬ 
mony  and  took  place  in  the  presence  of  about  200  guests,  the 
relatives  and  friends  of  the  young  couple.  Refreshments  were 
served  by  Owens  &  Beyer  of  Utica.  Later  in  the  evening,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  De  Witt  left  by  motor,  a  gift  of  the  bride’s  parents 
for  a  trip  to  the  eastern  states.  They  will  reside  in  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.  C. 

The  bride  was  the  recipient  of  numerous  and  costly  gifts 
from  her  many  friends.  The  groom’s  gift  to  his  bride  was  a 
sunburst  of  diamonds,  and  his  gifts  to  his  best  man  and  ushers 
were  dress  watch  chains.  The  bride’s  gift  to  the  groom  was  a 
ring  set  with  saphires  and  diamonds  and  to  her  maids  pins  set 
with  pearls  and  diamonds. 

Among  the  out-of-town  guests  were  Col.  O.  G.  Staples, 
Washington,  D.  C.,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gasherie  De  Witt,  New  York, 
Orren  Staples  De  Witt,  Washington,  D.  C.,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  N. 
Hodges,  New  York,  Mrs.  John  Naylor,  New  York,  Jerome 
Graham  and  Arthur  Browne,  Washington;  L.  A.  Stansfield, 

New  York;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Herman  C.  Mergenthaler ,  New  York; 
Hume  Morss,  Albany;  Miss  Edith  Hawkins,  Burlington,  Iowa; 
Miss  Ellwood  and  Miss  Elise  Ellwood,  De  Kalb,  Ill.;  Mrs.  W. 

S.  Davis,  San  Francisco;  Mrs.  Helen  Scoville,  New  York;  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  H.  W.  Curtis,  Albany;  Mrs.  H.  L.  Borland  and  Mary 
Alice  Borland,  Lynnwood,  L.  I.;  C.  H.  Norris,  Syracuse;  Miss 
Ella  DeVoy,  Daytona,  Fla.;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  M.  Gwynn,  Phila¬ 
delphia,  Pa.;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  J.  Lewis,  Boonville;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Charles  F.  Sisson,  Jr.,  Binghamton;  Miss  Costello,  New 
York;  James  P.  Owen,  Syracuse;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  J.  McQuade, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  P.  Wilkin,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  R.  Davenport, 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Earl  Talbot,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  A.  Frisbie, 
Owen  P.  Frisbie,  Mrs.  O.  Dwight  Comstock,  Mrs.  M.  J.  Selden, 
Mrs.  L.  S.  Thompson,  Utica;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  J.  Wylie,  Rome 
and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  P.  Campbell,  New  York  Mills. 


-a  v  4  to  1  d  t*  ■£  .ci  0**0  i  *  o 

,Iih  7‘>  ">f  i-  i  «1W  .1  .<i 

'if  •  '  '  '••■•••'''•'*"''  'V1 

•I  I  *ii  „XT  04  »*i  si  -•  <  1  -  •t-'  “•  'r  i  >  i'i-  u.  adT 

ah.  abi'i'i  d  hr1,  o.  <-o  ba 


.r  .  I  ,  Br<  *c  fv  Yll  1 '51,  3*W  /ft  ■<  •  3*3  r 


.  1  ■  .••*•  i  ;•  1  *<foH  .vail  a/i  yi  1  ■  ^  -arwaif 

i  7  k  .*1  i-  i*G  *  51U  0  "  ‘  '  ;  **  '?rI0*- 

- 

«■  ,  v  !Jn-j(ni,!5'.b  r  q  ’<i  (  arft  io  ebta  'it  b/.  .  iavi^iai 

)  .  3V  ...  •  iii  .  il  *  if  4  •;••  ^.33 

...  1  „•  «?•  >i  ii  ’>  il?  *  ,  o/otn  ycf  fc»J  iliW  0  .iiM  bite 

.0  .a  ,00* 


oS  i  sy  »'*  joc  fj  rfT  .abaaiil  *fi*  11  rn0’tl 

bf’r  t  i*  q  bJr# 


' 

:  IfiM  A  oY  woW  .hadqmaO  .X  j*T  1  fe/tt  .ihA  brtM 


86 


GASHERIE  DE  WITT  II 

>/ 

The  groom  is  in  the  real  estate  business  in  Washington 
and  possess  many  friends.  The  bride  has  lived  in  Camden  all 
her  life  and  is  a  favorite  in  the  social  circle  in  which  she 
moves.  She  has  a  host  of  friends  who  wish  her  happiness  in 
her  new  home.  During  the  last  few  days  the  bridal  party  have 
been  the  guests  of  many  social  functions,  including  dinners  and 
luncheons  in  Utica  and  Syracuse. 


' 

‘ 


’ 


FAMILY  #16.  DE  WITT 


#19.  ORREN  STAPLES  DE  WITT,  (Gasherie  III,  2,  Gasherie  II, 
1)  b.  Aug.  3,  1892  at  Washington,  D.  C.;  d.  --  at 
bapt.  at  the  Church  of  the  Epiphany,  Washington,  D.  C. 
as  was  his  brother  Harold;  m.  Sept.  18,  1928,  Bernese 
(Virginia)  Ward,  a  widow,  dau.  of  Frank  Virginia  of 
Baldwinsville,  N.  Y.  She  had  two  daughters  by  her  first 
marriage,  Jane  and  Elizabeth  Ward.  No  De  Witt  issue. 
Orren  attended  schools  in  Washington,  D.  C.  and  the 
Fishbourne  Military  Academy  at  Waynesboro,  Virginia. 
His  schoolmates  nicknamed  him  “Teddy”  because  of 
his  youthful  admiration  for  President  Theodore  Roose¬ 
velt.  Soon  after  leaving  school  he  was,  for  a  time,  as¬ 
sociated  with  the  American  Automobile  Association  in 
New  York  City  as  Assistant  to  the  Secretary;  then 
with  his  brother  in  the  publication  of  the  Empire  State 
Motorist  of  which  he  was  Circulation  Manager,  leaving 
to  enter  the  hotel  business  with  his  great-uncle,  Orren 
G.  Staples,  for  whom  he  was  named.  In  thi^  connection 
he  eventually  became  steward  and  finally  manager  of 
The  Thousand  Island  House  at  Alexandria  Bay,  N.  Y. 

At  the  beginning  of  World  War  I,  he  was  one  of  the 
first  of  the  500,000  volunteers  who  were  accepted  in 
the  contemplated  division  being  organized  by  Theodore 
Roosevelt  for  European  service.  President  Woodrow 
Wilson  denied  Roosevelt  the  privilege  of  commanding 
and  organizing  such  a  division  so  Orren  joined  the 
newly  organized  Tank  Corps  in  which  he  served 
throughout  the  war.  An  expert  shot,  he  was  instructor 
in  pistol  shooting  during  their  training  in  England.  He 
nearly  died  in  France  from  influenza  but  fortunately 
recovered.  His  division  was  east  of  Metz,  France  when 
the  Armistice  was  signed.  On  his  return,  he  was  for 
some  years  with  his  brother  in  the  automobile  business, 
later  taking  up  the  profession  of  heating  and  sales  en¬ 
gineering  which  he  follows  at  this  writing.  He  has 
lived  in  Syracuse,  N.  Y.  since  1919  and  his  present  ad¬ 
dress  is  125  E.  LaFayette  Avenue.  They  attend  the 
Church  of  The  Saviour  (Episcopal),  his  hobbies  are 
hunting  and  fishing. 
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FAMILY  #17.  WEBSTER 


#21.  HOWARD  DE  WITT  WEBSTER  (3),  (Alice  Cornelia  De 
Witt  2,  Gasherie  De  Witt  II,  1)  b.  May  13,  1897  at 
Whitestone,  Long  Island,  N.  Y.;  m.  Sept.  2,  1922  at  Mt. 
Lake,  N.  J.  to  Harriette  Waters  who  was  born  June  11, 
1897  at  Cortland,  N.  Y.  dau.  of  Nelson  Waters  who  died 
in  1926.  Howard  De  Witt  Webster  was  educated  at 
Montclair  High  School.  He  enlisted  in  the  Navy  in 
April  1917  and  served  on  a  submarine  chaser  doing 
convoy  work  in  the  English  Channel  and  the  Bay  of  Bis¬ 
cay  until  the  Armistice  in  November  1918.  He  re¬ 
turned  to  the  United  States  in  June  1919  and  was  dis¬ 
charged  as  a  2nd  Cl.  Quartermaster.  He  was  in  the 
wholesale  hosery  business  for  a  number  of  years  under 
the  firm  name  of  Hafela-Webster,  with  offices  in  the 
Empire  State  Building,  New  York  City  and  is  now  rep¬ 
resenting  mills  under  his  own  name  at  the  same  ad¬ 
dress.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Merchant’s  Club  and 
The  Manhattan  Club  of  New  York  and  the  Ridgewood 
Country  Club  of  Ridgewood,  N.  J.  He  is  also  the  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Siasconset  Beach  House,  Siasconset,  Nan¬ 
tucket,  Mass. 

One  of  his  father’s  life  long  friends  was  John  Howard 
of  Ogdensburg,  N.  Y.  This  accounts  for  Howard  De  Witt 
Webster’s  first  name.  Like  several  of  the  grandchildren 
of  Gasherie  De.Witt  II,  he  was  given  the  second  name 
of  De  Witt  to  perpetuate  the  family  name. 

Harriette  received  her  education  at  St.  Mary’s 
Junior  College,  Knoxville,  Ill.  She  has  been  most  active 
in  the  Red  Cross  as  a  member  of  the  Red  Cross  Motor 
Corps.  They  live  at  164  Murray  Avenue,  Ridgewood, 

New  Jersey  and  maintain  a  summer  home  at  Siascon¬ 
set  on  the  Island  of  Nantucket,  Mass. 

Children  of  Howard  De  Witt  and  Harriette  (Waters)  Webster; 

47.  I.  WILLIAM  SCHUYLER,  b.  Mar.  6,  1929,  at  New  York 
City.  He  graduated  from  the  Choate  School, 
Wallingford,  Connecticut  in  June  1947  and  entered 
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HIS  ANCESTORS  AND  DESCENDANTS 
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Stevens  Institute  of  Technology  in  the  fall  of  that 
year.  He  was  named  William  after  his  paternal 
grandfather,  and  Schuyler  after  his  great  uncle, 
Edwin  Schuyler  Webster,  who  was  born  Apr.  21, 
1875  and  is  now  (1948)  living  at  Mt.  Tabor,  N.  J. 


FAMILY  #18.  PEER 

#22.  MARY  LANGRIDGE  MEEKER  (3),  (Julia  Dyer  De  Witt  2, 
Gasherie  II,  1)  b.  Mar.  13,  1903  at  Newark,  N.  J.;  d. 

at  m.  July  1,  1926,  at  East  Orange,  N.  J.  to 
Alfred  J.  Peer,  b.  June  14,  1896  at  Ocean  Grove,  N.  J., 
son  of  Arthur  M.  Peer,  b.  1863;  d.  1910,  and  Madge 
Clow,  b.  July  8,  1861;  d.  of  Asbury  Park,  N.  J. 

Mary  graduated  from  New  York  University  with  a  B.S. 
Degree  in  Education.  She  is  a  member  of  Alpha  Omega 
Phi  Sorority.  Alfred  is  an  attorney  with  offices  at  744 
Broad  Street,  Newark,  N.  J.  Their  address  is  16 
Joanna  Way,  Short  Hills,  N.  J.  Their  church  affilia¬ 
tions  are  Presbyterian. 

Children  of  Alfred  J.  and  Mary  (Meeker)  Peer: 

48.  I.  Anita  M.,  b.  July  29,  1927. 


49. 


II.  Mariella  Josephine,  b.  Apr.  22,  1931. 
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FAMILY  #19.  MEEKER 


#23.  EDWARD  DE  WITT  MEEKER  (3),  (Julia  Dyer  De  Witt  2, 
Gasherie  II,  1)  b.  Nov.  15,  1904  at  Newark,  N.  J.;  d. 
at  m.  Nov.  7,  1931,  at  East  Orange,  N.  J.  to  Mary 
Fidelia  Gilbert,  b.  July  1  1,  1907  at  East  Orange,  N.  J., 
dau.  Francis  Gilbert,  b.  Oct.  31,  1855;  d.  and  Ger¬ 
trude  Elizabeth  Prindle,  b.  July  3,  1874,  of  Philadel¬ 
phia,  Pa.  Edward  De  Witt  attended  schools  in  Newark 
and  East  Orange,  N.  J.  graduating  from  East  Orange 
High  School  in  1923;  then  two  years  of  Mechanical  En¬ 
gineering  at  Stevens  Institute  of  Technology.  Left 
college  to  enter  the  automotive  supply  business;  first 
with  Essex  Sales  Company  and  finally  with  the  Newark 
branch  of  “Wheels,  Incorporated.”  An  ardent  radio 
amateur,  he  became  a  “Ham”  in  1920,  receiving  his 
license  that  year  while  still  in  high  school.  Twenty- 
two  years  later  this  hobby  was  to  lead  him  to  a  four 
year  military  career.  He  volunteered  and  was  com¬ 
missioned  a  1  st  Lieutenant,  May  2,  1942,  and  formed  a 
radio  school  for  air-force  fighter  group  communica¬ 
tions  personnel.  Shipped  overseas  in  1943  with  the 
356th  Fighter  Group,  remained  two  years  at  Martles- 
ham  Heath  Air  Field,  near  Ipswich,  Suffolk,  England, 
where  he  was  Group  Communications  Officer.  He  was 
promoted  to  Captain  in  1943  and  Major  in  1944.  This 
air  field  was  in  the  territory  known  as  “Buzz  Bomb 
Alley,”  directly  in  line  between  the  launching  fields  in 
Holland  and  London.  As  many  as  36  V-l’s  and  V-2’s 
were  counted  in  a  single  day  over  this  field  and  many 
V-l’s  were  shot  down  here  by  the  fighter  planes.  He 
was  returned  to  the  U.S.  and  received  his  discharge  in 
1945  and  was  given  a  reserve  commission  as  Major. 
His  service  decorations  include  ETO  and  ATO  ribbons 
with  six  battle  participation  awards  and  the  Unit  Presi¬ 
dential  Citation.  He  is  a  member  of  Delta  Tau  Delta 
Fraternity,  American  Radio  Relay  League,  Society  of 
Automotive  Engineers  and  Reserve  Officers  Associa¬ 
tion.  Immediately  on  his  return  from  Army  service 
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HIS  ANCESTORS  AND  DESCENDANTS 

he  was  made  Manager  of  “Wheels,  Incorporated.” 
Newark  Branch. 

Mary  graduated  from  East  Orange  High  School  in 
1925  and  attended  the  Traphagen  School  of  Design  in 
New  York  City.  She  is  an  accomplished  horsewoman 
and  swimmer  and  most  active  in  civic  affairs  such  as 
Parent-Teacher  Association,  Social  Service  and  the 
Cub  Scouts.  They  attend  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church  and  live  at  79  Linden  Avenue,  Verona,  N.  J. 

Children  of  Edward  De  Witt  and  Mary  (Gilbert)  Meeker: 

50.  I.  Gilbert  De  Witt,  b.  Mar.  25,  1933  at  Orange,  N.  J. 

51.  II.  Robert  Prindle,  b.  Dec.  17,  1936  at  Orange,  N.  J. 
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FAMILY  #20.  ADAMS 


#24.  MARION  DE  WITT,  (John  Dowling  2,  Gasherie  II,  1)  b. 

Oct.  9,  1906,  at  Newark,  N.  J.;  d.  at  m.  July- 
15,  1933  at  Newark,  N.  J.  to  Paul  Garfield  Adams  who 
was  b.  Oct.  25,  1900  at  Cornwall,  England,  the  son  of 
Paul  Adams,  (b.  Dec.  9,  1863;  d.  Dec.  6,  1918),  and 
Sarah  Ann  Champion,  (b.  Oct.  29,  1864;  d.  Nov.  27, 

1918),  of  Cornwall,  England.  They  emigrated  to  the 
United  States  and  settled  in  Montana.  Paul  Garfield 
Adams  profession  is  electrical  engineering  but  he  is 
now  (1947)  employed  as  Manager  of  Industrial  Rela¬ 
tions,  Westinghouse  Electric  Co.,  Newark,  N.  J.  He  is 
a  Mason  and  past  president  of  the  Executive  Club  of 
the  Oranges;  he  is  an  Elder,  an  usher  and  teacher  in 
the  Second  Presbyterian  Church. 

Marion  De  Witt  Adams  attended  New  Jersey  State 
Normal  School,  graduating  in  1928,  and  the  New  Jersey 
State  Teacher’s  College,  graduating  in  1941  with  a  B.S. 
Degree  in  Education.  She  is  an  Elementary  Teacher, 
Central  Avenue  School,  Newark,  New  Jersey,  where 
she  has  been  located  for  the  past  twenty  years.  She  is 
now  (1948)  working  for  a  Master’s  Degree  at  Rutgers 
College,  is  an  executive  officer  in  the  Newark  Teacher’s 
Association  and  Secretary  of  the  Junior  Department  of 
the  Second  Presbyterian  Church.  They  live  at  30 
South  Oraton  Parkway,  East  Orange,  N.  J. 
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FAMILY  #21.  JUSTIN 


#25.  JOEL  BATES  JUSTIN  (Joel  De  Witt  Justin  3,  Helen  Maria 
De  Witt  2,  Gasherie  II,  1)  b.  Nov.  23,  1907  at  Buffalo, 
New  York;  m.  Jan.  1,  1934  at  Pittsfield,  Mass,  to 
Annie  Redfearn,  b.  Dec.  21,  1910  at  Fall  River,  Mass., 
dau.  of  Ernest  Redfearn,  b.  Apr.  23,  1870  in  Yorkshire, 
England;  d.  Dec.  25,  1940,  and  Annie  Holroyd,  b.  July 
31,  1873  in  Ashton-under-Syne,  Lancashire,  England; 
d.  Apr.  6,  1943,  both  of  Pittsfield,  Mass. 

Joel  Bates  was  graduated  from  Cornell  University 
in  1932,  receiving  his  Civil  Engineering  degree.  He  is 
a  member  of  Lamda  Chi  Alpha  Fraternity,  American 
Society  of  Civil  Engineers,  Sivris  Club.  He  has  joined 
the  firm  of  Justin  Courtney  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.  and 
they  are  now  (1948)  living  at  615  Penfield, Ave., 
Havertown,  Pa.  Annie  graduated  from  Cornell  in  1932 
with  a  B.S.  degree  and  is  member  of  Alpha  Xi  Delta 
Sorority. 

Children  of  Joel  Bates  and  Annie  (Redfearn)  Justin: 

#54.  I.  Joel  Redfearn,  b.  Apr.  20,  1936. 

#55.  II.  Nancy  De  Witt,  b.  Jan.  7,  1938. 

#56.  III.  Susan  Holroyd,  b.  Nov.  26,  1941. 
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FAMILY  #22.  JUSTIN 


#26.  MAJOR  FREDERICK  DE  WITT  JUSTIN  (Joel  De  Witt 

Justin  3,  Helen  Maria  De  Witt  2,  Gasherie  De  Witt  II, 
1),  b.  Mar.  24,  1911  at  Buffalo,  N.  Y.;  m.  Aug.  21, 

1933  at  Frederick,  Maryland  to  Hazel  Bream,  b.  Sept. 
10,  1912,  dau.  of  John  Herman  Bream,  b.  June  1881, 
and  Minnie  Ellen  Lady,  b.  July  5,  1880,  both  of  Gettys¬ 
burg,  Pennsylvania.  Frederick  De  Witt  attended 
Gettysburg  College.  He  is  a  member  of  Kappa  Phi 
Kappa  and  Lamda  Chi  Alpha  Fraternities.  He  served 
four  years  with  the  armed  forces  in  World  War  II  and 
was  discharged  with  the  rank  of  Major.  At  present 
employed  as  Auditor  Manager  of  Cost  Reports,  Philar 
delphia  Gas  Works  Company,  Their  home  is  now 
(1947)  at  5428  North  11th  Street,  Philadelphia  41, 
Pennsylvania. 

Children  of  Frederick  De  Witt  and  Hazel  (Bream)  Justin; 

#57.  I.  Barbara  Ann,  b.  Mar.  27,  1934; 

#58.  II.  Glenn  De  Witt,  b.  July  9,  1941. 
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FAMILY  #23.  JUSTIN 


#28.  CHARLES  TOWNLEY  JUSTIN  (Joel  De  Witt  Justin  3, 
Helen  Maria  De  Witt  2,  Gasherie  II,  1)  b.  Apr.  14, 
1918  at  Cumberland,  Md. 


FAMILY  #24.  NORRIS 

#30.  JENNIE  JUSTIN  (Warren  L.  Justin  3,  Helen  M.  De  Witt  2, 
Gasherie  De  Witt  II,  1),  b.  Aug.  23,  1920  at  Baton 
Rouge,  La.;  m.  May  20,  1938  at  Santa  Anna,  Cal.  to 
Rodney  Norris,  b.  Apr.  9,  1918,  of  Los  Angeles.  He 
is  in  the  Navy  (1947).  She  received  her  education  in 
Washington  High  School,  Los  Angeles  and  they  live  at 
or  near  Pensacola,  Florida.  They  have  a  child  born 
about  1941. 


FAMILY  #25.  JUSTIN 


#31.  GILBERT  WARREN  JUSTIN  (Warren  Lathrop  Justin  3, 
Helen  Maria  De  Witt  2,  Gasherie  II,  1),  b.  Mar.  26, 
1922  at  Baton  Rouge,  La. 
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FAMILY  #26.  SMITH 


#32.  HARRISON  HARVEY  SMITH  (4),  (Marjorie  Harvey  3, 

Jennie  J.  De  Witt  2,  Gasherie  II,  1)  b.  Oct.  24,  1915  at 
Wilkes-Barre,  Pa.;  m.  June  7,  1940  at  West  New  York, 
New  Jersey  to  Joanne  Christopher,  b.  Feb.  1 6 ,  1919, 
of  Scranton,  Pa.  He  received  his  education  at  Wilkes- 
Barre  Academy,  Wyoming  Seminary,  Blair  Academy 
and  Northwestern  University.  He  served  in  World  War 
II,  being  S/Sgt.,  Military  Government  of  Korea,  1944- 
46.  After  his  father’s  death  in  1945  and  his  return 
from  military  service,  he  was  made  President  of  the 
Wilkes-Barre  Publishing  Company,  the  publisher  of 
Wilkes-Barre’s  two  news  papers;  Times  Leader, Even¬ 
ing  News  and  Record.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Directors,  Pennsylvania  State  Park  Association;  West¬ 
moreland  Club;  Rotary  Club;  Chamber  of  Commerce 
and  a  Director  of  the  Second  National  Bank.  (1947). 
Their  address  is  Shrine  View,  Dallas,  Pa.  m.  2nd 
July  18,  1947  at  Chevy  Chase,  Md.  io  Margaret  Con¬ 
stance  Simons,  b.  Nov.  10,  1918  at  Scranton,  Pa.,  dau. 
of  John  Lemuel  Simons,  b.  Feb.  22,  1887  at  Philadel¬ 
phia,  Pa.,  and  Anne  Rogan,  b.  Apr.  20,  1888,  at  Lans- 
ford,  Pa.  Margaret  received  her  education  at  Wilkes- 
Barre  Day  School,  Edgewood  Park,  Briarcliff  Manor 
and  is  a  provisional  member  of  Wilkes-Barre  Junior 
League. 

Children  of  Harrison  Harvey  and  Joanne  (Christopher)  Smith: 

(all  born  in  Wilkes-Barre,  Pa.) 

60.  I.  Barbara  De  Witt,  b.  Jan.  25,  1941; 

6  1 .  II.  Marjorie  Harvey,  b.  Mar.  12,  1943; 

62.  III.  Susan  Christopher,  b.  June  7,  1946. 
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FAMILY  #27 


#33.  LOIS  GRAY  SMITH  (4),  (Marjorie  Harvey  3,  Jennie  J.  De 
Witt  2,  Gasherie  II,  1)  b.  Nov.  24,  1916  at  Wilkes- 
Barre,  Pa. 


FAMILY  #28.  SMITH 


#34.  ANDRIES  DE  WITT  SMITH  (4),  (Marjorie  Harvey  3, 

Jennie  J.  De  Witt,  2,  Gasherie  II,  1)  b.  Feb.  15,  1921 
at  Wilkes-Barre,  Pa.  His  engagement  was  announced 
April  17,  1948  to  Barbara  Wiener  of  Wilkes-Barre,  Pa. 


FAMILY  #29.  HETHCOCK 

#35.  NANCY  NlCKERSON(4),  (Hazel  Harvey  3,  Jennie  Jose¬ 
phine  De  Witt  2,  Gasherie  II,  1)  b.  May  8,  1918  at 
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FAMILY  #30.  CROCKETT 


#36.  MARGARET  NICKERSON  (4),  (Hazel  Harvey  3,  Jennie 

Josephine  De  Witt  2,  Gasherie  II,  1)  b.  Sept.  12,  1924 
at 


FAMILY  #31.  FUNKE 

#37.  PATRICIA  TORREY  (4),  (Josephine  Harvey  3,  Jennie  J. 

De  Witt  2,  Gasherie  II,  1)  b.  Oct.  7,  1915  at  Scranton, 
Pa.;  m.  May  26,  1938  at  New  York  City,  to  Carl 
Heinrich  Funke,  (b.  Nov.  4,  1913  at  Ashley,  Pa.),  son 
of  Charles  Henry  Funke  and  Helene  Hendler  of  Ashley, 
Pa.  Patricia  graduated  from  Occidental  College,  Los 
Angeles,  Cal.  in  1936.  Carl  H.  Funke  graduated  from 
Dartmouth  College  in  1935  and  is  a  member  of  Alpha 
Delta  Phi  Fraternity.  He  is  a  manufacturer  of  laces, 
embroideries  and  quilting  with  his  place  of  business 
at  2106  Kerrigan  Ave.,  Union  City,  New  Jersey.  His 
religious  affiliations  are  Catholic.  Their  residence 
(1947)  is  61  Norwood  Avenue,  Upper  Montclair,  N.  J. 

Children  of  Carl  Heinrich  and  Patricia  (Torrey)  Funke: 

#66.  I.  Carl  Heinrich,  Jr.,  b.  Feb.  9,  1940. 

#67.  II.  Peter  Torrey,  b.  June  25,  1941. 

#68.  III.  Richard  Hendler,  b.  July  13,  1943. 

#69.  IV.  Jennifer  De  Witt,  b.  Feb.  12,  1946. 
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FAMILY  #32.  TORREY 


#38.  JAMES  HARVEY  TORREY  4,  (Josephine  Harvey  3,  Jennie 
J.  De  Witt  2,  Gasherie  II,  1)  b.  Oct.  10,  1917,  at  Wilkes- 
Barre,  Pa.;  m.  Feb.  14,  1942  at  Wilkes-Barre,  Pa.  to 
Hetty  Lonsdale  Bixby  who  was  born  Feb.  13,  1920  at 
Wilkes-Barre,  the  daughter  of  Dr.  Edward  Welks 
Bixby,  (b.  Aug.  3,  1886),  and  Helen  Lea  Miner,  (b. 

Aug.  7,  1890),  of  Wilkes-Barre,  Pa.  JAMES  graduated 
from  Yale  University  in  1940  with  a  B.S.  degree.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  St.  Elmo  Society.  He  entered  the 
Navy  becoming  a  Lt.  Commander,  U.S.N.R.  serving 
throughout  the  war.  He  is  now  connected  with  the  In¬ 
vestment  Department,  Connecticut  General  Life  Insur¬ 
ance  Company,  55  Elm  Street,  Hartford,  Conn,  and 
resides  at  280  Bainfield  Road,  Weather sfield,  Connec¬ 
ticut. 

Children  of  James  Harvey  and  Hetty  (Bixby)  Torrey; 

64.  I.  Helen  Lonsdale,  b.  Apr.  5,  1943. 

65.  II.  Josephine  Harvey,  b.  Aug.  17,  1946 
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FAMILY  #33.  TORREY 


#39.  PETER  TORREY  (4),  (Josephine  Harvey  3,  Jennie  J.  De 
Witt  2,  Gasherie  De  Witt  II,  1)  b.  Sept.  26,  1922  at 
Wilkes-Barre,  Pa.;  m.  Mar.  7,  1945  at  New  York  City, 
Grace  Nina  Simons,  b.  Feb.  17,  1922  at  Winnetka,  Ill., 
the  daughter  of  Seward  Churchyard  Simons  (b,  1890) 
and  Evelyn  Cunningham  (b.  1900)  of  Oakland,  Cal. 

Peter  received  his  education  at  St.  Andrew’s  School 
and  Trinity  College  where  he  graduated  in  September 
1946,  receiving  the  degree  of  B.A.  His  graduation  was 
delayed  two  years  from  1944  due  to  the  war.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Delta  Psi  Fraternity  and  Secretary  of 
Connecticut  Valley  St.  Anthony  Association;  also 
U.S.N.R.O.;  and  Media.  He  held  the  rank  of  Ensign  in 
the  United  States  Naval  Reserve  -  Church  affiliations 
are  Episcopal.  (1947).  He  is  associated  with  Allen, 
Russell  and  Allen,  Lewis  Street,  Hartford,  Conn,  and 
they  reside  on  Spring  Drive,  Granby,  Conn. 

Children  of  Peter  and  Grace  (Simons)  Torrey: 

#70.  I.  Peter  Seward,  b.  May  2,  1947;  bapt.  Sept.  7,  1947  at 
Trinity  College  Chapel. 


FAMILY  #34.  TORREY 


#40.  BENJAMIN  HARVEY  TORRE Y(4),  (Josephine  Harvey  3, 

Jennie  Josephine  De  Witt  2,  Gasherie  II,  1)  b.  Dec.  11, 
1925;  at 
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FAMILY  #35.  RUSSELL 


#41.  JOHN  BURNETT  RUSSELL,  JR.  (Lucille  Harvey  3, 

Jennie  J.  De  Witt  2,  Gasherie  De  Witt  II,  1)  b.  Feb.  9, 
1923,  at  Wilkes-Barre,  Pa.;  m.  July  1,  1944  at  New 
York  City,  to  Cynthia  Lee,  b.  Apr.  6,  1927  at  New  York 
City,  dau.  of  Charles  Carroll  Lee,  Nov.  27,  1902  and 
Eleanor  Hurd,  b.  Oct.  7,  1902. 

John  Burnett  Russell  received  his  education  at  the 
Pomfret  School,  Pomfret,  Conn,  and  Yale  University, 
New  Haven  Conn,  where  he  graduated  in  February 
1944  with  a  B.A.  degree.  His  memberships  included: 
The  Yale  Glee  Club,  the  Fence  Club  and  the  Berzelius 
Society.  He  was  a  Lieutenant,  J.  G.,  U.  S.  Naval  Re¬ 
serve,  during  World  War  II,  1944-46,  and  saw  service 
in  the  South  Pacific.  He  is  now  associated  with  the 
firm  of  Folkard  Lawrence  (agents  for  woolen  mills 
in  England  and  Scotland),  51  Marison  Avenue,  New 
York  City.  His  home  address  is  Navesink,  New  Jersey, 
(near  Rumsen,  Seabright)  (1947).  Church  affiliations 
are  Presbyterian. 

Children  of  John  Burnett  and  Synthia  (Lee)  Russell,  Jr.; 

#71.  I.  Cynthia,  b.  Apr.  18,  1945,  at  New  York  City. 

#72.  II.  John  Burnett,  III,  b.  Apr.  21,  1948  at  New  York  City. 


FAMILY  #36 


#42.  JANE  DE  WITT  RUSSELL  (4),  (Lucille  Harvey  3,  Jennie 
Josephine  De  Witt  2,  Gasherie  II,  1)  b.  June  22,  1924 
at  Wilkes-Barre,  Pa. 
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FAMILY  #37.  HAVENS 


#44.  EMMA  ALICE  DE  WITT  (Harold  Nichols  3,  Gasherie  III, 
2,  Gasherie  II,  1)  b.  Aug.  19,  1914  at  Camden,  N.  Y.; 
m.  June  19,  1943  at  All  Saints  Chapel,  U.  S.  Naval  Air 
Station,  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  to  Frank  Duncan  HAVENS, 
b.  Feb.  23,  1909  at  Denver,  Col.,  the  son  of  Frank 
Morgan  Havens*  and  Margaret  Douglass  Macintosh  of 
Denver,  Col.  The  wedding  ceremony  was  performed 
by  Capt.  Reuben  W.  Schrum,**  U.S.N.  and  ex-Chaplain 
of  U.S.S.  Augusta,  on  which  ship  was  held  the  Atlantic 
Charter  Meeting  of  Winston  Churchill  and  Franklin  D. 
Roosevelt.  Alice  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  Cam¬ 
den  and  Syracuse,  N.  Y.  She  was  a  department  mana¬ 
ger  with  the  firm  of  H.  J.  Howe,  Inc.,  Syracuse  jewel¬ 
ers.  Frank  Duncan  Havens  graduated  from  the  Univer 
sity  of  Colorado, -Boulder ,  Col.,  in  1933  with  a 
Bachelor  of  Science  degree  in  Mechanical  Engineering 
He  was  associated  for  many  years  with  the  Carrier 
Corporation  and,  while  with  them,  was  stationed  in 
the  Philippines.  He  was  drafted  by  the  War  Produc¬ 
tion  Board  at  the  outbreak  of  World  War  II,  later 
resigning  to  join  the  Navy  where  he  received  a  com¬ 
mission  and  was  advanced  to  Lt.  Commander, 

U.S.N.R.  His  office  had  charge  of  supplying  and  route 
ing  replacement  parts  for  Naval  Aviation  throughout 


•Frank  Morgan  Havens  was  born  at  St.  Catherines,  Ontario  and  Margaret 
Douglass  Macintosh  at  Chatum,  Ontario.  His  date  of  birth  was1--,  hers1^-'- 
They  were  naturalized  to  United  States  citizenship  at  Denver,  Col.  where 
they  made  their  home  and  their  four  children  were  born:  (Kathryn  Mac¬ 
intosh  (Havens)  Barnes  of  Pasadena,  Cal.;  George  Douglass  Havens  of  Den¬ 
ver,  Col.;  Donald  Macintosh  Havens,  deceased;  and  Frank  Duncan  Havens, 
the  youngest.)  His  parents  were  George  Havens  and  Maria  McPherson;  hers 
were  Alexander  Macintosh  and  Cecelia  Douglass  Fisher,  all  born  in  Canada 
(Need  we  say  of  Scotch  descent?). 

**Capt.  Schrum,  U.S.N.  was  Chaplain  of  the  Naval  Air  Station,  Jacksonville 
Florida,  at  the  time  of  their  marriage.  He  celebrated  on  that  day,  the 
25th  anniversary  of  his  Naval  service.  He,  with  a  British  chaplain, 
performed  the  church  services  for  the  members  of  the  Atlantic  Charter 
Meeting  aboard  the  cruiser  Augusta. 
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HIS  ANCESTORS  AND  DESCENDANTS 

the  world.  He  served  3  years,  7  months  at  the  Navy 
Department,  Washington,  D.  C.  At  the  close  of  the  war 
he  was  appointed  as  Industrial  Engineer  for  the  Export- 
Import  Bank,  734  -  15th  Street,  N.  W.,  Washington, 

D.  C.  where  he  is  now  (1947)  located.  He  is  a  member 
of  Phi  Kappa  Psi  Fraternity  and  their  church  affilia¬ 
tions  are  Episcopal.  They  live  at  1200  West  Braddock 
Road,  Alexandria,  Va. 

Children  of  Frank  Duncan  and  Alice  (De  Witt)  Havens: 

#74.  I.  Barry  De  Witt,  b.  Jan.  5,  1946  and  ADOPTED  or 

(TAKEN)  by  the  Havens  on  June  14,  1946.  He  was 
bapt.  Sept.  19,  1946  by  Bishop  Benjamin  D.  Dag- 
well,  Episcopal  Bishop  of  Oregon,  at  the  Church 
of  St.  Clements,  Alexandria,  Virginia. 
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FAMILY  #38.  CHAMBERLAIN 


#45.  RUTH  FRISBIE  DE  WITT  (4),  (Harold  Nichols  3,  Gasherie 
III,  2,  Gasherie  II,  1)  b.  Oct.  12,  1920  at  Syracuse, 

N.  Y.  and  bapt.  St.  Paul’s  Church,  Syracuse,  N.  Y.; 
m.  June  27,  1942  Old  St,  Paul’s  Church,  Norfolk,  Va., 
Rev.  Moultrie  Gurry  officiating,  to  Joseph  Bates 
Chamberlain,  b.  Feb.  26,  1918  at  Norfolk,  Va.,  son  of 
Jesse  Mark  Chamberlain  (b.  Apr.  21,  1893  at  Raleigh, 
N.  C.),  and  Laura  Ryan  Bates  (b.  July  21,  1894  at 
Ithaca,  N.  Y.).  Ruth  was  graduated  from  Nottingham 
High  School,  Syracuse,  and  was  a  member  of  Delta 
Kappa  Sorority.  She  has  always  been  called  “Babs"  by 
her  friends  and  relatives. 

J.  Bates  Chamberlain  was  graduated  from  Cornell 
University  in  1939,  receiving  his  B.S.  degree  in  Hotel 
Administration.  His  father  and  grandfather  also  grad¬ 
uated  from  Cornell.  He  is  a  member  of  Kappa  Alpha 
Fraternity  and  was  a  member  of  the  Scarab  Society 
and  President  of  Hotel  School,  Cornell  Society  of 
Hotelmen  and  Ye  Hosts.  He  had  just  started  his  career 
when  drafted  in  April  1941,  was  inducted  at  Fort  Nia¬ 
gara,  N.  Y.  and  assigned  to  102nd  Separate  Battalion 
(A. A.)  at  Camp  Edwards,  Mass,  where  he  was  promoted 
to  Corporal  and  then  assigned  to  Officer’s  Candidate 
School,  Camp  Davis,  N.  C.  He  graduated  as  2nd  Lt. 
May  15,  1942;  assigned  to  85th  C.  A.  (A. A.)  Regiment 
at  Newport  News,  Va.  Promoted  to  1st  Lt.  November 
1942;  assigned  to  Officer’s  Cadre  School,  Camp  Davis, 
N.  C.  March  1943  and  graduated  April  1943;  assigned 
to  834th  A. A.  Ba.,  Camp  Haan,  Calif.;  transferred  to 
832nd  Ba.  at  Camp  Haan,  June  1943;  assigned  9th  En¬ 
gineer  Training  Corps,  Army  Ground  Forces  at  Fort 
Belvoir,  Va.;  graduated  September  1944  and  assigned 
to  Corps  of  Engineers;  assigned  to  230  Engineer  Ba., 
Camp  Pickett,  Va.;  transferred  to  1699th  Engineer  Ba. 
and  shipped  to  Port  of  Embarkation  at  Camp  Kilmer, 

N.  J.;  sailed  for  Europe  Nov.  1944.  Landed  in  England, 
and  stationed  at  Glastonbury,  then  to  Rheims  and 
Epernay,  France.  Across  Germany  through  Marberg, 
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HIS  ANCESTORS  AND  DESCENDANTS 

Grisen,  Korback  and  Kassel.  He  was  transferred  to 
389th  Engineer  Regiment  in  June  1945,  promoted  to 
Captain;  returned  to  the  United  States  Aug.  .31,  1945; 
honorably  discharged  October  1945  and  assigned  to 
Reserve  Corps  in  rank  of  Captain  C  A  (A. A.).  His 
Army  awards  were;  Bronze  Star  Medal  and  Ribbon, 
American  Theater  Ribbon;  European  Theater  Ribbon 
with  three  battle  stars;  Good  Conduct  Ribbon;  Victory 
Ribbon  and  American  Defense  Ribbon  with  bronze  star. 
He  can  be  quite  enthusiastic  about  his  vacation  at  Mar- 
sailes,  France  but  has  little  to  say  about  his  battle 
experiences.  He  is  at  present  (1947)  in  the  employ  of 
the  John  Hancock  Mutual  Life  Ins.  Co.,  Clarendon 
Street,  Boston,  Mass,  and  they  reside  at  116  Overlook 
Road,  Marblehead,  Mass.  Their  church  affiliations 
are  Episcopal. 

Children  of  J.  Bates  and  Ruth  (De  Witt)  Chamberlain: 

#76.  I.  Kathleen  Laura,  b.  June  13,  1944  at  Riverside, 

Calif. 
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FAMILY  #39 


#46.  JEANNE  PHELPS  DE  WITT  (4),  (Harold  Nichols  De  Witt, 
3,  Gasherie  De  Witt  III,  Z,  Gasherie  De  Witt  II,  1)  b. 
Nov.  22,  1925  at  Camden,  N.  Y. 


FAMILY  #40.  WEBSTER 

#47.  WILLIAM  SCHUYLER  WEBSTER  (4),  (Howard  De  Witt 
Webster,  3,  Alice  Cornelia  De  Witt,  2,  Gasherie  De 
Witt  II,  1)  b.  Mar.  6,  1929  at 
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THE  WILL  OF  TJERCK  CLAESSEN  DE  WITT 


In  the  Name  of  the  Lord,  Amen 


Be  it  known  to  everyone  by  these,  that  on  this  fourth  day 
of  March  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  One  Thousand,  Six  Hundred 
and  seven  or  eight  and  ninty,  I,  the  undersigned,  TJERCK 
CLASE  DE  WITT  of  Kingstowne  in  the  county  of  Ulster,  being 
sick  of  body  but  my  mind  remaining  completely  sound,  the 
Lord  be  praised  therefore,  considering  the  shortness  and 
frailty  of  man’s  life,  the  certainty  of  death,  and  the  uncertainty 
of  the  hour  of  it,  and  being  desireous  to  put  all  things  in  order, 
do  make  this,  my  last  will  and  testament  or  testaments,  will 
or  wills  heretofore  made  or  attempted  to  be  made,  by  word  or 
writing,  and  this  alone  shall  be  taken  to  be  my  last  will  and 
testament  and  otherwise  none. 

IMPRIMIS:  I  commit  my  soul  to  God  Almighty  -  my  maker, 
and  to  Jesus  Christ,  my  Redeemer,  and  to  the  Holy  One,  my 
Sanctifier,  and  my  body  to  the  earth  from  whence  it  came,  to 
be  buried  in  a  Christian  manner,  and  there  to  lie  till  my  soul 
and  body  shall  be  raised  at  the  last  day  to  enjoy  the  blessings 
of  immortality  which  God  in  His  mercy,  through  the  sole 
merits  of  our  Savior,  has  promised  and  made  known  to  all 
that  sincerely,  from  the  heart,  believe  in  Him.  And  touching 
such  temporal  estate  of  land,  houses,  negroes,  goods,  horses, 
beasts,  debts,  gold,  silver,  coined  and  uncoined,  etc.,  as  it 
has  pleased  the  Lord  heretofore  to  lend  me  for  my  use,  I 
order,  bequeath  and  dispose  of  it  as  follows:  It  is  my  will  and 
desire  that  my  wife  Barbara  remain  in  possession  of  the  whole 
of  my  estate  during  her  life,  to  have  the  same  for  her  own  use, 
and  on  the  death  of  my  said  wife,  the  remainder  of  my  estate, 
together  with  that  which  may  be  gained  thereon  and  at  that 
time  accumulated,  shall  be  distributed  to  my  heirs  as  here¬ 
after  written. 
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APPENDIX 


NOTE:  "  This  will  is  on  record  in  the  Ulster  County  Clerk’s 
Office  at  Kingston,  N.  Y.  in  Book  AA  of  Deeds,  Page 
Z52  and  is  in  Dutch.  A  translation  was  made  through 
the  arrangements  of  the  late  George  G.  De  Witt  of 
New  York  City. 

ITEM:  I  give  to  my  eldest  son,  ANDRIES  DE  WITT,  his  as¬ 
signs,  heirs,  administrators,  the  lawful  twelfth  part  of 
my  whole  estate,  and  that  my  aforesaid  son,  on  the 
death  of  my  said  wife,  shall  have  and  possess  for  him 
his  assigns  or  heirs  forever  the  lawful  half  part  of  the 
lands,  houses,  etc.  belonging  to  me,  provided  that 
same  shall  be  appraised  by  impartial  persons,  on  oath, 
and  that  he  pay  to  my  other  heirs  thereout  according 
to  that  which  they  shall  be  entitled  to.  Also,  as  I  have 
the  land  at  Kocksinck  paid  for  and  since  then  a  grant 
of  the  Government  and  Council  of  this  Province  for  a 
great  part  authorized,  also,  with  a  piece  of  land  near 
the  little  Esopus,  acquired  in  company  with  William 
De  Meyer,  which  land,  near  the  little  Esopus,  acquired 
in  company  with  William  De  Meyer,  which  land  at 
Kocksinck  and  Little  Esopus,  I  have  given  to  my  afore¬ 
said  son  and  confirm,  even  without  his  being  obliged  to 
pay  any  money  to  my  other  heirs. 

ITEM:  I  give  to  my  youngest  son,  TJERCK  DE  WITT  or  his 
assigns,  heirs  or  administrators,  the  lawful  twelfth 
part  of  my  whole  estate,  and  that  my  aforesaid  son,  on 
the  death  of  my  wife,  shall  have  and  possess  for  him¬ 
self,  his  assigns,  or  heirs,  forever,  the  lawful  half  of 
the  lands,  houses,  etc.  belonging  to  me,  upon  the  con¬ 
dition  that  he  bind  himself  to  pay  to  my  other  heirs 
according  to  that  which  they  shall  be  entitled  to  be 
paid  thereout,  to  be  appraised  by  impartial  persons,  on 
oath. 

ITEM:  I  give  to  my  son  JAN  DE  WITT,  or  his  heirs,  assigns 
or  administrators,  the  one  lawful  twelfth  part  of  my 
whole  estate,  in  manner  as  above  mentioned;  also  that 
my  said  son,  out  of  the  money  belonging  to  me,  shall 
receive,  for  the  purchase  of  land,  five  hundred  bushels 
of  wheat,  without  returning  anything  for  it  to  my  other 
heir  s. 
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I  give  to  my  son  LUCAS  DE  WITT,  or  his  assigns, 
heirs  or  administrators,  the  lawful  twelfth  part  of  my 
whole  estate,  in  manner  aforesaid;  also,  I  built,  dur¬ 
ing  the  last  year,  the  half  of  a  sloop,  which  sloop  is 
and  shall  be  the  property  of  my  said  son  or  his  assigns 
without  his  being  obliged  to  return  or  pay  anything  for 
himself  to  my  other  heirs. 

1  give  to  my  son  PEEK  DE  WITT,  or  his  assigns,  heirs 
or  administrators,  the  lawful  twelfth  part  of  my  whole 
estate,  in  the  manner  aforesaid. 

I  give  to  my  daughter  TJAATJE,  the  wife  of  Mattys 
Mattysen,  or  her  assigns,  heirs  of  administrators,  the 
lawful  twelfth  part  of  my  whole  estate,  in  the  manner 
aforesaid. 

I  give  to  my  daughter  JANNETJE,  wife  of  Cornelius 
Switz,  the  lawful  twelfth  part  of  my  whole  estate,  with 
these  conditions;  that  if  my  aforesaid  daughter  shall 
die  without  leaving  any  children,  then  all  the  aforesaid 
part  shall  be  the  property  of  my  heirs,  to  be  equally 
divided  between  them. 

I  give  to  my  daughter,  GERTRUY,  or  her  assigns,  the 
lawful  twelfth  part  of  my  whole  estate  in  the  manner 
aforesaid,  to  be  held  by  my  said  daughter  without  pay¬ 
ing  anything  for  it  to  my  heirs. 

I  give  to  my  daughter  RACHEL,  or  her  assigns  or  heirs, 
the  lawful  twelfth  part  of  my  whole  estate  in  the  manner 
aforesaid,  with  the  condition  that  my  said  daughter’s 
share  shall  be  decreased  one  hundred  pounds  for  the 
benefit  of  my  heirs,  which  is  what  my  daughter’s  hus¬ 
band,  Cornelius  Borgardus,  owes  me  for  the  one- 
eighth  of  a  brigantine,  desiring  however  that  the  child 
of  the  said  Borgardus,  named  Barbara,  shall  receive, 
out  of  the  aforesaid  hundred  pounds,  fifty  pieces  of 
eight. 

I  give  to  my  daughter  MARRITJE,  her  assigns  or  heirs, 
the  lawful  twelfth  part  of  my  whole  estate  in  the  man¬ 
ner  aforesaid. 

I  give  to  my  daughter  AAGHE,  or  her  assigns  or  heirs, 
the  lawful  twelfth  part  of  my  whole  estate  in  the  man¬ 
ner  aforesaid. 
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112  GASHERIE  DE  WITT  II 

ITEM:  Tt  is  my  will  and  de  sire,  that  if  any  of  my  heirs  shall 
die  before  becoming  of  age,  then  that  those  shares 
shall  be  equally  divided  among  my  heirs. 

ITEM:  I  appoint  as  executrix  of  this,  my  last  will  and  testa¬ 
ment,  my  aforesaid  wife,  BARBARA  DE  WITT. 

ITEM:  I  desire  that  my  last  will  and  testament  shall  be  com¬ 
pletely  fulfilled  and  executed  as  thus  made,  at  my 
house,  the  day  and  year  above  noted. 

TJERCK  CLAESZEN  DE  WITT  (L.S.) 

Signed,  sealed,  and  declared  by  Tjerck  De  Witt  this  is  to  be 

his  last  will  and  testament. 

In  the  presence  of  - 
Jacob  Rutsen 
Abraham  Lameter 
William  De  Meyer 


The  certificate  of  Robert  Hunter,  Esqr.,  “Captain  Gen¬ 
eral  and  Governor  in  Chief  of  ye  Provences  of  New  York, 

New  Jersey,  and  Territories  depending  thereon,  in  America, 
and  Vice  Admiral  of  the  same,  etc.,  sets  forth  that  on  the  26th 
day  of  December,  before  William  Nottingham,  Gent’n,  by  me 
thereto  authorized,  the  last  will  and  testament  of  Tjerck  De 
Witt,  was  proved,  approved  and  allowed  by  me,  having  while 
he  lived,  and  at  ye  time  of  his  death,  goods,  chattels  and  cred¬ 
its,  in  divers  places,  within  the  Province.  .  .and  the. adminis¬ 
tration  of  all  and  singular,  ye  goods,  chattels  and  credits  of 
ye  s’d  Dec’d.  &:  his  will  and  testament  in  any  manner  or  way 
concerning  same,  was  granted  unto  Barbara  De  Witt,  Execu¬ 
trix  in  ye  said  last  will  and  test’m’t  named.” 


In  test.  Jany.  26th  1710. 
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MUSINGS  IN  THE  KINGSTON  CHURCHYARD 


NOTE:  In  the  fall  of  1861  a  series  of  articles  appeared  in  the 
Kingston  Argus  under  the  title  “Gleanings  in  Our 
Home  Field"  from  which  the  following  article  was  as¬ 
sembled  for  the  Olde  Ulster  Magazine;  vol.  7,  page 
353. 


Half  a  century  ago  (that  is  in  1811)  there  was  a  subject 
of  special  wonder  for  childhood  in  a  cedar  post  sustaining  a 
rude  slab  of  flagstone  in  the  north¬ 
westerly  quarter  of  the  then  old  Dutch 
Church,  and  the  only  house  of  worship 
in  Kingston.  The  stone  was  inscribed 
in  rude  characters,  not  deeply  or  ar- 
tisticly  chiseled  (as  can  be  seen  in 
the  accompanying  illustration).  The 
stone  slab  and  supporting  post  stand 
there  still,  just  as  they  did  fifty 
years  ago  (and  are  still  standing  in 
1911).  It  is  the  oldest  graven  record 
in  the  enclosure,  though  the  burials  in 
the  spot  have  antidated  it  sixty  years 
or  more.  There  was  a  myth  among 
us  youngsters,  that  the  duration  of  the 
cedar  prop,  (which  was  assumed  to  be 
coeval  with  the  inscription,  and  that 
the  legend  to  have  been  graven  about 
the  time  of  the  burial  of  A  D  W),  was 
owing  to  the  fact  that  it  was  a  cedar 
of  Lebanon.  How  it  originated  is  un¬ 
known,  but  we  believed  it  with  a  rev¬ 
erent  faith  undisturbed  by  skeptical 
calculations  of  probabilities  -  lack  of 
proof  or  a  question  as  to  the  way  a 
cedar  of  Lebanon  should  outlast  one 
from  our  own  hills.  There  was  an 
admixture  of  religious  faith  in  the 
tenet,  for  was  not  the  cedar  of  Leb¬ 
anon  of  sacred  as  well  as  fragrant 


The  Tombstone  of 
Andries  DeWitt 
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renown,  and  united  to  Solomon  in  all  his  wisdom  and  glory  in¬ 
dissolubly?  we  clung  to  the  belief  with  a  livelier  faith  than  we 
did  to  the  Heidelberg  catyechism.  But  there  stands  the  old 
cedar  as  sound  and  stout  hearted  as  ever,  though  the  old 
church,  under  whose  forenoon  shadow  it  reposed,  and  which 
was  founded  in  the  same  year  if  the  inscription  over  the  door¬ 
way  was  a  correct  record,  has  been  razed  thirty  years,  and 
is  almost  forgotten. 

Of  the  De  Witt’s  who  slumber  in  the  scant  family  area 
around  the  old  monument,  the  writer’s  remembrance  goes 
back  no  farther  than  to  the  third  generation  -  in  all  probability 
-  from  “A  D  W;”  and  that  is  far  enough  to  suppose  gray  hairs 
and  rheumatism.  “A  D  W”  we  think  was  ANDRIES  DE  WITT. 
There  is  a  link  lost  in  the  graveyard  memorials,  for  his  grand¬ 
son  Andries,  who  lies  hard  by,  was  born  1726,  dying  in  1806, 
completing  his  eightieth  year.  His  wife  Rachel  Du  Bois,  died 
in  1823,  in  her  eighty- seventh  year.  And  it  was  their  sons, 
Isaac  and  Tjerck,  both  reposing  near,  who  are  remembered 
as  most  stalwart  and  powerful  representatives  of  the  Holland 
race,  living  out  bravely  their  sturdy  traits,  and  with  individual 
character  enough  to  bring  them  out  in  strong  lines  in  the  fore¬ 
ground  of  any  home  memories  of  half  a  certury  ago. 

There  was  a  completeness,  so  to  speak,  in  their  sur¬ 
roundings,  the  tenor  of  their  lives,  and  their  most  minute 
characteristics,  which  made  an  harmonious  whole.  Their  old 
homestead,  with  its  low-browed  and  ample  stone  dwelling, 
shaded  and  shielded  by  fine  old  trees,  overlooked  the  winding 
Esopus,  and  the  meadow  fringing  its  waters,  whilst  beyond  it 
and  the  Brabant  ridge  separating  this  stream  from  the  ruder 
valley,  or  rather  gorge  of  the  Sawkill,  were  the  outlying  spurs 
of  the  Catskills.  Their  farm  and  birthplace,  we  believe,  was 
an  ample  domain,  with  a  happy  diversity  of  level  upland, 
meadow  and  woodland  beyond,  always  prominent  for  the  evi¬ 
dence  of  thrifty  industry,  and  their  natural  abundance  and  con¬ 
tent.  The  old  mansion  has,  or  had,  the  happy  peculiarity  of 
being  at  so  great  a  distance  from  the  main  road  between 
Kingston  and  Hurley  that  it  was  quiet  and  secluded,  and  yet 
near  enough  to  make  intercourse  with  the  older  village  in 
plain  sight,  every  day.  That  old  homestead  was  a  picture  of 
rural  ease  and  its  presumed  happiness  which  would  strike  the 
most  careless  observer.  Embowered  in  twining  forest  trees, 
with  its  orchards  extending  around,  the  ample  barns  -  always 
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distinctive  and  suggestive  features  in  the  Dutch  homestead  - 
capacious,  substantial,  and  not  the  least  disfigured  by  any  dis¬ 
guises  of  their  real  character,  the  weather-cock  at  the  gable 
peak  their  only  ornament,  with  its  uses  as  well. 

It  is  very  many  years  since  I  have  trodden  the  paths 
which  once  wound  to  the  hospitable  doorsill  of  the  old  home¬ 
stead,  nor  sat  on  the  bench  encircling  the  trunk  of  one  of  the 
trees  shadowing  its  roof.  It  may  be  all  changed;  and  if  it  is, 

I  should  be  loath  to  look  upon  it  to  the  destruction  of  the  pic¬ 
ture  in  the  memory.  .  .  . 


A  continuation  of  this  article  may  be  found  in  “Olde 
Ulster,"  vol.  8,  page  8  and  c.  giving  a  sketch  of  the  political 
battles  of  1790  -  1800  and  the  activities  of  members  of  the  De 
Witt  family  therein. 


A  NAME 

God  gave  me  life;  and  when  I  came 
My  parents  gave  to  me  a  name, 

A  name  to  carry  while  I  live, 

The  richest  treasure  they  could  give. 

For  other  gifts  may  go  astray  - 
High  fortune  may  be  tossed  away; 

Nor  health  nor  skill  may  long  endure; 

Only  the  name  I  bear  is  sure. 

That  to  the  end  of  time  remains 
In  spite  of  losses  and  of  gains. 

Some  things  I  have  I  can  forsake: 

I  choose  what  baggage  1  shall  take; 

What  raiment  wear  and  also  shoes 
For  each  occasion  I  shall  choose; 
Where’er  I  wander  I’m  inclined 
Some  things  of  mine  to  leave  behind. 

But  from  my  name  I’m  never  free; 
Forever  it  must  go  with  me! 

And  since  from  it  I  cannot  hide, 

Lord,  let  me  hold  my  name  in  pride! 

Edgar  A.  Guest 
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THE  HONORABLE  AGREEMENT  OF 
TJERCK  DE  WITT  OF  COXING 


Previous  pages  have  quoted  the  will  of  Tjerck  Claessen 
De  Witt  and  told  of  the  oldest  grave  stone  in  the  Kingston,  N.Y. 
Cemetery  which  stood  above  the  grave  of  Tjerck’s  eldest  son 
Andries,  who  was  the  first  De  Witt  to  be  born  in  America. 

This  Captain  Andries  De  Witt  left  no  will  when  he  died  so  sud¬ 
denly  through  the  result  of  an  accident  on  the  22nd  of  July, 
1710.  Therefore  his  eldest  son  would  have  inherited  all  of  his 
property  under  the  law  of  that  time.  However  this  son  Tjerck, 
was  a  man  too  honorable  to  take  such  an  advantage  of  his 
mother,  brothers  and  sisters.  He  recorded  an  agreement  in 
the  Ulster  County  Clerk’s  Office  at  Kingston  equitably  dividing 
his  father’s  estate  between  them.  George  G.  De  Witt  of  New 
York  City,  who  had  TJERCK  CLASSEN  DE  WITT’S  will  trans¬ 
lated  from  the  Dutch,  was  a  descendant  of  Tjerck  of  the  3rd 
generation  of  whom  we  now  speak.  George  G.  De  Witt  owned 
the  sword  and  gun  that  are  mentioned  in  the  following  agree¬ 
ment.  The  copy  of  this  old  paper  was  given  to  the  Olde  Ulster 
Magazine  in  1912  by  De  Witt  Roosa  and  was  from  the  collec¬ 
tion  of  Chaplain  Roswell  Randall  Hoes,  U.S.N.  The  agreement 
is  as  follows: 


Be  it  hereby  known  to  everybody,  that  Tjerck  De  Witt  of 
Kocksinck  in  the  jurisdiction  of  Marbletown,  County  of  Ulster, 
eldest  son  of  Captain  Andries  De  Witt,  late  of  the  Corporation 
of  Kingston  in  the  aforesaid  county  deceased,  who  has  left  no 
testament,  to  dispose  of  his  worldly  estate  of  lands,  houses, 
etc.  Wherefore  I,  Tjerck  De  Witt  am  according  to  law,  heir 
of  all  his  real  estate,  and  where  as  said  Captain  Andries  De 
Witt  has,  besides  me,  left  seven  children,  named  Jacob  De 
Witt,  Egbert  De  Witt,  Johannis  De  Witt,  Andries  De  Witt, 
Barbara  De  Witt,  Maria  De  Witt  and  Helena  De  Witt,  lawfully 
begotten  by  my  mother  Jannetje  De  Witt,  I  renounce  and  give 
up  the  aforesaid  right  as  heir  of  the  real  estate  under  the  law 
and  give  to  each  of  my  said  father’s  children  or  their  order, 
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heirs  or  administrators  the  just  eighth  part  of  all  lands,  hous¬ 
es,  slaves,  horses,  cattle  and  other  personal  estate  with  all, 
which  by  testament  of  my  grandfather  TJERCK  CLASE  DE 
WITT  has  been  devised  or  bequeathed  to  my  said  father  with 
this  condition  however,  that  the  following  articles  shall,  with 
the  consent  and  approval  of  my  mother  by  obeyed  and  carried 
out,  without  that  I  or  anybody  else  shall  have  the  power  or  be 
allowed  to  make  any  change,  to  wit: 

PlRST:  That  I,  Tjerck  De  Witt  or  my  order,  heirs  or  admin¬ 
istrators  shall  have  and  enjoy  in  free  and  true  owner¬ 
ship  for  the  privilege  of  first  born,  after  the  death  of 
my  mother,  a  negro  to  be  selected  from  the  slaves  or 
the  sum  of  £42  Courant  money,  according  to  my  choice 
or  pleasure,  the  bible  of  my  father  also  after  my 
mother’s  death,  a  young  horse  to  be  selected  from 
the  young  horses  to  be  received  immediately,  an  old 
gun,  which  formerly  belonged  to  my  late  grandfather 
TJERCK  CLASE  DE  WITT  and  is  now  in  my  posses¬ 
sion.  The  aforesaid  bible  to  go  after  my  death  to  my 
son  Andries  De  Witt.  The  land  or  half  bouwery  with 
the  buildings  situate  in  said  Corporation,  devised  by 
my  said  grandfather’s  last  will  to  my  saia  father, 
shall  after  the  death  of  my  grandmother  Barbara  De 
Witt  belong  to  me  or  my  order  or  heirs  as  true  and 
free  possession,  provided  that  for  the  share,  which 
after  said  lands  and  houses  have  been  appraised,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  contents  of  said  last  will,  out  of  the 
whole  estate,  shall  have  come  to  my  said  father  or 
heirs,  etc.  I  shall  be  indebted  to  my  said  brothers 
and  sisters,  deducting  therefrom  one  eighth  belonging 
to  me  as  one  of  the  heirs  of  my  said  father. 

SECOND:  That  my  brother  Jacob  De  Witt  shall  immediately 
have  as  his  property  a  filly. 

THIRD:  That  my  brother  Egbert  De  Witt  shall  immediately 
have  as  his  property,  a  young  horse. 

FOURTH:  That  my  brother  Johannis  De  Witt  shall  have  as  his 
property  next  year  or  the  year  following  a  filly. 

FIFTH:  That  my  youngest  brother  ANDRIES  DE  WITT  shall 
have  as  his  property  next  year  or  the  year  following 
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a  filly.  He  shall  also  have  as  his  property  and  enjoy 
the  sword  and  cane  of  my  said  father  but  if  said  An- 
dries  should  die  while  a  minor,  then  the  said  sword 
shall  be  for  my  behoof  and  the  cane  shall  go  to  my 
brother  Egbert. 

SIXTH:  That  my  sister  Barbara  shall  immediately  enjoy  as 
her  property  the  little  yellow  horse  and  an  heifer  in 
the  second  year. 

SEVENTH:  That  my  sister  Maria  shall  immediately  enjoy  as' 
her  property  an  heifer  in  the  second  year. 

EIGHTH:  That  my  son  Andries  De  Witt  shall  immediately  en¬ 
joy  as  his  property  a  white  mare,  now  in  my  posses¬ 
sion. 

NINTH:  That  my  sister  Helena  shall  immediately  enjoy  as  her 
property  an  heifer  in  the  second  year. 

TENTH:  That  my  said  mother  shall  be  allowed  to  take  pos¬ 
session  of  all  the  real  and  personal  estate  of  my  said 
father  and  continue  in  the  possession  during  her 
widowhood;  but  if  my  said  mother  should  again  marry, 
she  shall  be  held,  before  being  confirmed  in  the  state 
of  matrimony,  to  deliver  one  just  half  of  all  the  real 
and  personal  estate  for  the  behoof  of  myself  and  my 
said  brothers  and  sisters  and  give  sufficient  security 
for  the  other  half  of  the  personal  estate,  that  imme¬ 
diately  after  my  said  mother’s  death  it  shall  be  de¬ 
livered  with  the  real  estate  for  the  behoof  as  above; 
provided  also,  that  my  said  mother  is  held  to  nourish 
and  bring  up  the  minor  children  and  to  have  them 
taught  proper  trades  and  handcrafts. 

ELEVENTH:  That  when  the  said  children  shall  marry,  they 

must  be  fitted  out  as  well  as  possible,  each  and  every 
one  to  the  same  amount 

TWELFTH;  That  after  the  death  of  my  said  mother  the  land 
at  Kocksinck  with  the  buildings  etc.  shall  belong  to 
my  four  brothers,  Jacob,  Egbert,  Johannis  and  AN¬ 
DRIES,  their  order  or  heirs  forever,  but  said  land, 
etc.  shall  be  appraised  by  two  impartial  persons 
under  oath  and  they  shall  be  held  to  turn  over  and  pay 
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one  just  half  of  the  value  to  me  and  my  said  sisters 
to  be  equally  divided  among  us. 

THIRTEEN:  That  if  one  or  more  of  my  said  brothers  and  sis¬ 
ters  should  die,  while  under  age,  then  the  share  of 
the  deceased  shall  be  equally  divided  among  myself 
and  the  other  brothers  and  sisters. 

I,  on  my  side,  promise  to  carry  out,  execute  and 
promote  all  the  foregoing  and  to  take  care  that  it 
shall  be  obeyed  and  carried  out  by  the  other  side.  In 
confirmation  I  have  signed  and  sealed  this  at  Kingston, 
this  28th  day  of  September  1710. 

TJERCK  DE  WITT  (L.S.) 


Sealed  in  the  presence  of 
Dirck  Schepmoes 
Johannis  Schepmoes 
Egbert  Brynck 
D.  Myer 
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TJERCK  CLAESSEN  DE  WITT’S  SLOOP  “ST.  BARBARA 


We  have  learned  from  the  De  Witt  records  that  Tjerck 
Claessen  De  Witt  owned  a  sloop  “of  50  Dutch  feet  by  the 
keele.”  This  is  the  only  authentic  dimension  we  have  of  the 
craft.  A  desire  to  visualize  such  a  craft  has  led  to  a  search 
of  the  records  concerning  Dutch  vessels  of  the  seventeenth 
century.  First  we  find  that  a  Dutch  foot  was  equal  to  1.175 
English  feet.  Therefore  50  Dutch  feet  would  equal  58.75  Eng¬ 
lish  feet.  Then  on  pages  292  and  293  of  “Sailing  Ships"  by 
E.  Keble  Chatterton  -  1909,  we  find  the  following. 

“About  the  beginning  of  the  17th  century  a  craft  far  from 
uncommon  among  the  Dutch  was  the  sloop.  Now  in  order  to 
clear  the  ground,  let  us  carefully  separate  the  three  distinct 
kinds  of  craft  to  which  this  name  belonged  at  that  time.  The 
word  sloop,  or  more  properly  SLOEPE,  was  applied  less  to 
the  rig  than  to  the  size  of  the  craft,  denoting  a  somewhat  small 
tonnage.  Thus  it  was  applied  primarily  to  a  ship’s  big-boat, 
such  as  was  used  to  run  out  the  kedge  anchor  and  for  fetching 
provisions  and  water  from  the  shore.  The  same  name  was 
given  to  the  Dutch  vessels  of  about  55  feet  long  and  12’  6” 
beam  which  sailed  to  the  Cape  Verde  Islands.  More  familiar 
to  us  was  the  custom  of  applying  it  to  the  early  cutter-like 
craft  which  carried  a  triangular  foresail  yet  no  jib.  But  not 
one  of  these  is  the  sloop  we  are  looking  for.  This  is  found  in 
that  kind  of  sailing  craft  which  was  about  forty-two  feet  over¬ 
all  and  with  a  nine  foot  beam.  She  was  rigged  with  two  pole 
masts,  the  mainmast  being  24  feet.  On  each  she  had  just  such 
a  sail  as  we  see  in  Fig.  83  of  a  modern  schuyt,  with  loose  foot 
and  with  both  gaff  and  boom,  but  the  most  important  fact  is 
that  she  had  neither  bowsprit  nor  headsails  of  any  kind,  while 
her  foremast  was  stepped  right  as  far  forward  as  it  could  get. 
There  are  plenty  of  contemporary  prints  and  paintings  in  ex¬ 
istence  to  show  such  a  vessel,  which  usually  had  an  enormous 
sheer  coming  up  from  bow  to  stern.  This  then  was  not  a 
schooner,  but  a  sloop,  and  you  may  search  high  and  low  in  all 
17th  century  dictionaries,  marine  and  otherwise,  but  you  will 
not  find  such  a  word  as  “schooner  in  existence." 
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News  Item:  DE  WITT  FAMILY  REUNION,  JULY  4th,  1934, 

KINGSTON,  NEW  YORK 


A  great  deal  of  interest  is  being  displayed  in  the  coming 
reunion  ceremonies  of  this  distinguished  family  -  the  De  Witts 
of  America  -  to  be  held  at  Kingston,  N.  Y.  this  year  at  the 
County  Court  House  at  one  P.M.  daylight  saving  time,  on  the 
4th  of  July;  and  at  the  Suydam  Farm  of  the  Beatty  family,  if 
weather  is  favorable;  at  the  close  of  the  address  of  welcome 
at  the  Court  House  by  City  Historian,  Hon.  G.  D.  B.  Has- 
brouck. 

In  the  possession  of  Supervisor  Matthew  T.  E.  De  Witt 
and  Mrs.  De  Witt  of  Hurley,  Ulster  County,  N.  Y.,  are  the 
original  medals  struck  off  by  the  Holland  Government  in  mem¬ 
ory  of  the  brothers  De  Witt,  Jan  and  Cornelius,  who  suffered 
death  at  the  hands  of  a  mob  in  the  l600's  in  Holland,  the  broth¬ 
ers  fighting  for  a  free  republic  and  the  liberties  of  the  Dutch 
people.  It  is  hoped  that  these  originals  will  be  exhibited  at  the 
reunion. 

The  American  family  was  founded  by  Tjerck  Claessen 
De  Witt  at  his  homestead  (now  the  Suydam  Farm  on  Hurley 
Avenue,  Kingston,  N.  Y.)  after  Tjerck  Claessen’s  marriage 
to  Barbara  Andriessen  in  New  York,  April  24,  1656.  Jan  De 
Witt  also  was  a  founder  of  the  Long  Island  branch  of  the  fam¬ 
ily  in  the  l650’s.  (NOTE:  This  last  sentence  in  an  error  as 
Jan  died  unmarried  at  Kingston,  N.  Y.  in  1699.  H.N.D.) 

As  colonists  the  forbears  of  this  family  assisted  in  ad¬ 
vancing  civilization.  In  the  Indian  wars  they  were  defenders 
of  the  settlers,  their  homes  and  families.  In  the  French  and 
Indian  War  they  were  with  Washington  and  in  the  Revolution. 
Col.  Charles  De  Witt,  friend  of  General  and  Mrs.  George 
Washington  and  the  Livingstons,  lived  in  the  town  of  Hurley, 
and  was  of  great  assistance  to  Washington  and  George  Clinton 
as  a  statesman,  soldier  and  manufacturer.  Col.  Cornelius  D. 
De  Witt  and  Col.  Thomas  De  Witt  (Rev.)  were  on  Washington’s 
staff.  Surveyor  General  Simeon  De  Witt  was  topographical 
engineer  on  Washington’s  staff  all  through  the  war.  Capt. 
Jacob  De  Witt  and  Lucas  De  Witt  and  many  others  were  offi¬ 
cers  or  of  private  rank  (in  the  Revolution)  including  Andries 
A.  De  Witt  and  seven  sons.  Major  Moses  De  Witt,  surveyor, 
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lived  in  Syracuse.  Governor  De  Witt  Clinton  was  the  son  of 
Mary  De  Witt  of  Napanoch,  Ulster  County,  who  married  Gen. 
George  Clinton  of  Albany. 

Cols.  William  Radcliff  De  Witt  and  Abraham  De  Witt, 
Captains  Moses  De  Witt  and  Abram  De  Witt  and  many  others 
of  official  and  private  rank  in  Pennsylvania  and  New  Jersey 
enlisted  in  the  War  of  1812.  From  Ulster  County  alone,  67 
De  Witts  enlisted  in  that  conflict.  Many  De  Witts  were  in  the 
Civil,  Spanish-Amer ican  and  World  Wars.  Four  sons  of 
Dorsey  De  Witt  were  across  and  in  active  service  in  the 
World  War. 

Rev.  John  De  Witt  of  New  York,  Rev.  John  De  Witt  of 
New  Jersey,  Rev.  John  De  Witt  of  Pennsylvania,  Rev.  Thomas 
De  Witt  and  Rev.  William  De  Witt  of  New  York  were  contribu¬ 
tions  from  the  De  Witt  family  to  the  cause  of  Christianity 
through  the  Dutch  Church  of  America. 

Many  descendants  of  these  and  other  De  Witts  will  gath¬ 
er  in  Kingston  on  July  4th  to  pay  tribute  to  the  memory  of 
their  forefathers  and  the  Nation  that  their  ancestors  helped  to 
build. 

Rev.  Lucas  Boeve  of  the  First  Dutch  Reformed  Church 
of  Kingston  will  lead  the  De  Witts  in  prayer  at  the  reunion  and 
at  the  grave  of  Col.  Charles  De  Witt  at  Hurley. 


Address  delivered  at  the  reunion  by  William  C.  De  Witt. 

CHARLES  DE  WITT 

Charles  De  Witt  was  born  in  Hurley  in  1727.  In  1751, 
at  the  age  of  24,  he  was  appointed  manager  of  the  great  Liv¬ 
ingston  Manor  to  succeed  his  cousin  Col.  Petrus  De  Witt. 

This  brought  him  into  close  relations  with  the  celebrated 
Chancellor  Robert  R.  Livingston,  and  was  the  foundation  of  an 
intimate  and  life  long  friendship  between  the  two  patriots  and 
public  servants.  There  is  in  existence  a  letter  from  Philip 
Livingston,  a  brother  of  the  Chancellor,  written  in  1752,  while 
Philip  was  a  student  at  Harvard  College,  which  shows  De  Witt’ 
intimacy  with  that  member  of  the  same  family,  forever  to  be 
known  as  one  of  the  signers  of  the  great  Declaration  of  Inde¬ 
pendence.  That  intimacy  with  the  Livingstons  is  further 
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revealed  in  the  letters  he  received  from  the  Chancellor  Liv¬ 
ingston  of  the  future  during  the  progress  of  the  French  and 
Indian  War  in  which  the  details  of  the  conflict  between  the 
British  and  the  Colonies  on  the  one  hand  and  the  French  and 
Indians  on  the  other,  are  set  forth. 

The  yoke  of  the  British  was  becoming  intolerable,  the 
colonies  must  be  freed.  Liberty  and  independence  secured. 

It  was  to  be  his  to  labor  efficiently  for  this,  to  lay  the  founda¬ 
tions  of  a  free  state  and  to  assist  in  drawing  the  first  constitu¬ 
tion  of  a  free  “government  of  the  people,  by  the  people  and  for 
the  people.”  The  hour  for  him  to  begin  his  labors  had  struck. 
He  was  sent  to  the  Provencial  Congress  as  the  associate  of 
George  Clinton.  He  remained  there  with  him  for  almost  ten 
years. 

Charles  De  Witt  indulged  in  no  illusions.  From  the  day 
when  the  British  Ministry  decided  to  tax  the  colonies  and  his 
old  friend,  the  patriot  leader  of  Connecticut,  Jeremiah  Day, 
wrote  him  of  the  intention  of  enacting  the  Stamp  Act,  De  Witt 
knew  that  it  was  to  be  a  life  and  death  struggle  of  endurance 
upon  his  legislative  career. 

It  became  necessary  that  the  colonial  assemblies  meet 
the  crisis  by  the  wisest  measures.  The  people  chose  their 
most  capable  and  best  men  for  public  service.  Ulster  County 
selected  George  Clinton  and  Charles  De  Witt.  They  took  their 
seats  on  October  27,  1768,  and  were  continued  as  members  of 
the  Assembly  until  February  1,  1776.  These  eight  years  were 
pregnant  with  the  greatest  of  events  to  the  American  people 
and  were  met  with  consumate  wisdom.  Not  the  least  factor 
was  the  cool  and  discriminating  judgement  of  Charles  De  Witt. 
Men  like  John  Jay,  Gouverneur  Morris,  Robert  R.  Livingston, 
Philip  Schuyler  and  their  compeers  learned  to  lean  on  his 
judgement  and  follow  his  counsel  as  the  years  went  by. 

It  them  became  urgent  that  measures  of  defense  be  pro¬ 
vided  in  the  colonies.  “Minute  Men”  sprang  up  everywhere. 

The  year  1775  had  not  closed  before  the  patriots  of  Ulster 
were  mustered.  George  Clinton  looked  after  the  organization 
in  the  southern  part  of  the  county  and  Charles  De  Witt  organ¬ 
ized  the  northern  part.  When  the  “Minute  Men”  became  a  body 
he  was  chosen  its  colonel. 

The  immortal  Declaration  of  Independence  was  signed 
on  July  4,  1776.  The  Provencial  Convention  of  the  State  of 


\o  ano^gotq  3/W  8*1'**'*  *tii  io  no  is  go/. 

;&}  ,:**  ft*  l:>ii'tnoo  fit)  -t  Ui*b  ^Dixfw  «ii  trV.  /ssibol 
h  '  ...  ■  i  »  J}  bos  fc  [ -j.  >  *‘>inoloO  ?  *»•"  d  •  rii  xfl 

.xi  .i  jl  r«  ,  a  a  »it)  10  unsiuy 

'jilt  ,vlc~*  » rt.  [iiimor v  *;*  rf  ‘  -  1  ‘  •'  ’  * 

►  •  t  j  gni  ••*<-.  :i  ni  3  i.  rt  -t&  *t  ta.  si  3 


t'.-WTt 

:.  . 


r-  tb  b  it  •».  >  n  .rtt  bnc  •SHiYiirf'je  nC 


' 


124 


QASHERIE  DE  WITT  II 

New  York  was  in  session.  Of  this  body  Charles  De  Witt  was  a 
member.  When  the  news  of  the  Declaration  was  received,  the 
convention  immediately  ratified  it  and  the  State  of  New  York 
came  into  being.  A  constitution  of  the  state  was  drafted.  A 
committee  of  thirteen  was  directed  to  take  the  matter  in  hand. 
Charles  De  Witt  became  a  member  of  this  committee. 

Charles  De  Witt  became  a  member  of  the  Continental 
Congress.  He  resided  at  Greenkill,  town  of  Hurley,  as  it  was 
then  constituted.  The  Greenkill  Mills  were  his.  His  flour  was 
held  in  high  esteem.  The  army  at  Valley  Forge  had  reason  to 
bless  these  mills  which  were  engaged  in  grinding  the  supplies. 
The  quality  of  the  output  of  flour  is  shown  in  a  letter  from 
Col.  Royal  Flint,  Assistant  Commissary  General  of  the  Con¬ 
tinental  Army,  to  Charles  De  Witt  asking  him  to  send  twelve 
barrels  of  the  best  flour  he  could  manufacture  to  Washington’s 
Headquarters,  Newburgh,  for  Mrs.  Washington,  as  its  quality 
was  so  excellent  that  she  much  preferred  it  to  any  other. 

Col.  Charles  De  Witt  died  August  27,  1787.  On  the 
monument  erected  at  Hurley,  May  31,  1909,  are  his  words 
taken  from  a  letter  which  portrays  him  well; 

“Providence  has  led  me  through  a  variety  of  changing 
scenes, 

I  wish  to  be  still  led  by  the  same  Unerring  Guide." 

Charles  De  Witt. 
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MAJOR  MOSES  DE  WITT 
One  of  the  Founders  of  Onondaga  County 
by  Harold  N.  De  Witt 


Embracing  Syracuse  on  the  East  and  South  is  the  town¬ 
ship  of  De  Witt.  Its  rolling  hills  and  attractive  valleys  have 
drawn  many  homebuilders  and  its  population  is  increasing 
rapidly.  Its  villages  of  De  Witt  (formerly  Orville),  East  Syra¬ 
cuse,  Jamesville  are  well  known  to  natives  of  central  New 
York. 

Its  name  was  given  to  honor  a  young  man  who  had  much 
to  do  with  the  early  development  of  this  section  of  our  State. 

He  was  Major  Moses  De  Witt;  a  descendant  of  one  of  the  hardy 
Dutchmen  of  the  New  Netherlands  who  came  to  America  from 
Holland  about  1638.  He  was  Tjerck  Claessen  De  Witt  and  was 
born  in  Holland  in  the  year  1620.  Married  in  New  Amsterdam 
(now  New  York)  in  1656  to  Barbara  Andriessen  from  Holland, 
moved  to  Albany  and  finally  settled  in  Esopus  (now  Kingston), 

N.  Y.  All  De  Witts  in  this  country  seem  to  have  descended 
from  him. 

Moses  father,  Jacob  Rutsen  De  Witt  was  the  great  grand¬ 
son  of  Tjerck.  Jacob  Rutsen  had  a  brother  Andries  who  was 
baptized  in  1721  and  was  the  father  of  Simeon  De  Witt,  Chief 
of  the  Topographical  Staff  of  General  Washington's  Army  and, 
for  fifty  years,  the  Surveyor  General  of  the  State  of  New  York. 
A  sister  of  Jacob  Rutsen  and  Andries,  Mary  De  Witt,  married 
General  James  Clinton  and  De  Witt  Clinton,  the  famous  Gov¬ 
ernor  of  New  York,  was  her  son.  Therefore  these  three; 

Major  Moses  De  Witt,  Surveyor  General  Simeon  De  Witt  and 
Governor  De  Witt  Clinton  were  first  cousins. 

Jacob  Rutsen  De  Witt  was  baptized  in  1727  and  had  mar¬ 
ried  Jenneke,  daughter  of  Moses  De  Puy  and  Margaret  Schoon- 
maker.  He  had  returned  to  Orange  County  where  he  was  a 
Captain  of  Militia. 

Major  Moses  De  Witt,  the  eldest  son  of  Jacob  Rutsen 
De  Witt,  was  a  large  and  well  favored  man,  sociable  and  agree¬ 
able  in  manners  and  conversation.  It  has  been  told  that  the 
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Indians  held  him  in  great  esteem  and,  when  he  died,  were 
deeply  grieved.  This  speaks  for  much  in  his  favor,  for  one 
man  of  such  a  character  in  a  pioneer  settlement  surrounded 
by  Indians  liable  to  be  exicited  at  the  least  provocation  or 
angered  to  revenge  and  murder  by  the  least  and  unintentional 
injury,  was  according  to  the  late  Rev.  William  M.  Beauchamp 
who  was  Onondaga’s  great  Indian  historian,  “like  a  garment 
to  the  settlers,  covering  a  multitude  of  their  offences  against 
them.  We  must  remember  that  he  was  employed  as  a  surveyor 
on  the  Military  Tract  when  the  County  was  a  wilderness  and 
the  Surveyor’s  parties  were  often  in  contact  with  the  wild  sons 
of  the  forest.  Still  further,  we  may  remember  that  when  he 
died,  Oswego  was  retained  by  the  British  and  that  very  year 
blockhouses  were  built  here  and  at  Brewerton  as  a  precaution 
against  possible  hostilities.  The  boy  had  good  training  for  his 
work.  An  Englishman  had  strayed  into  the  Dutch  settlement 
of  Deer  Park  and  took  shelter  in  the  forts  during  the  Revolu¬ 
tion,  establishing  a  school  just  outside  after  the  war  ended. 

He  was  a  good  teacher  and  taught  the  boys  all  he  could.  A 
more  practical  training  came  from  his  uncle,  General  James 
Clinton,  father  of  Governor  De  Witt  Clinton. 

Moses  cousin,  Simeon  De  Witt,  was  elder  but  they  had 
similar  tastes  and  the  older  De  Witt  employed  the  younger  on 
the  survey  of  the  boundry  line  of  New  York  and  Pennsylvania 
in  1786.  Then  came  the  great  survey  of  the  Military  Tract  in 
which  Moses  had  a  prominent  part  under  the  supervision  of 
Simeon  De  Witt.  Syracuse,  Salina  and  all  of  the  town  of  Onon¬ 
daga  were  within,  but  not  a  part  of  the  Military  Tract.  Two 
important  areas  were  known  as  the  Onondaga  and  the  Salt 
Springs  Reservations.  When  surveyed,  the  lots  in  both  differed 
much  from  the  Military  lots.  There  comes  another  point  in 
connection  with  this.  Mr.  Clark  says  of  Moses  De  Witt,  ‘For 
his  important  services  as  surveyor  to  the  States,  he  received 
several  thousand  acres  of  land  scattered  throughout  the  Mili¬ 
tary  Tract  and  along  the  southern  tier  of  counties  bordering 
on  Pennsylvania.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  considered 
one  of  the  greatest  individual  land  owners  in  western  New 
York.’ 

Moses  De  Witt  was  generous  to  his  sisters  in  land  af¬ 
fairs,  and  it  was  through  his  gifts  to  his  sister  Rachel  De  Witt, 
who  married  Robert  Burnet,  that  Syracuse  eventually  came 
into  possession  of  Burnet  Park  through  a  deed  of  gift  from 
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their  grandson,  John  Barber  Burnet.  Moses  De  Witt  was  ap¬ 
pointed  Surrogate  of  Herkimer  County  when  it  was  organized 
in  1791  and  Justice  of  the  Peace  at  the  same  time,  including, 
of  course,  Onondaga  County.  In  1793  he  was  made  Major  of 
Militia.  When  Onondaga  County  was  organized  in  1794,  he  was 
appointed  both  Judge  of  the  Courts  and  Surrogate  as  well.  The 
same  year  he  became  the  first  Supervisor  of  Pompey,  and  just 
then  death  came.  On  a  bright  August  day  came  his  Indian 
friends  who  had  showed  him  the  forest  trails  and  brought 
game  to  his  camps.  His  brothers  and  sisters  were  all  there 
with  the  exception  of  one.  There  were  the  veterans  whose 
lands  he  had  surveyed,  the  settlers  whom  he  had  aided,  the 
friends  he  had  loved,  the  troops  who  he  had  trained.  These 
fired  the  parting  guns  over  his  grave  and  then  the  great  land 
owner  was  left  to  have  and  to  hold  his  six  feet  of  earth.” 

A  short  mile  south  of  Jamesville  at  the  top  of  a  steep 
fifteen  foot  bank  between  the  road  on  the  west  and  the  railroad 
tracks  on  the  east,  is  a  small  plot  of  ground  which  was  the  De 
Witt  family  cemetary  at  old  Fort  De  Witt.  Among  the  weeds 
and  briars  are  to  be  found  the  tomb  stones  of  Major  Moses  De 
Witt,  his  brothers  and  sisters  and  their  families  such  as  the 
De  Puys  and  Roses  (Roosas).  One  large  broken  slab  bears 
this  inscription,  now  nearly  indistinguishable  through  expo¬ 
sure  to  the  elements:  “Herelie  intered  the  remains  of  Moses 
De  Witt,  Major  of  Militia  and  a  Judge  of  the  County  Courts. 

One  of  the  first,  most  active  and  useful  Settlers  of  this  County. 
He  was  born  on  the  15th  October,  1766  and  died  on  the  29th 
August,  1794.  Also  his  brother  Egbert  De  Witt,  born  on  the 
20th  April,  1768  and  died  on  the  30th  May,  1793.  Jacob  R.  De 
Witt,  Esq.  died  18th  December,  1821  in  the  46  year  of  his  age.” 
Other  stones  found  there  designate  the  graves  of  some  of  his 
seven  sisters  and  their  families. 

One  sister,  Esther  De  Witt,  married  Jacobus  De  Puy. 

He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Pompey  Academy  and  one  of 
the  first  trustees  of  Onondaga  Academy.  To  quote  from  his 
will  dated  April  8,  1813,  his  bequest  to  his  wife  Esther  De  Witt 
of  Lot  3,  Pompey  and  “also  the  black  girl  Bet,  the  said  black 
girl  to  be  free  at  the  decease  of  my  said  beloved  wife....” 

Many  of  the  families  of  prominence  at  that  time  owned  slaves 
and  the  Rev.  Samuel  Brace  said  in  the  Pompey  Reunion  many 
years  ago:  “Pompey  had  also  its  slaves;  a  number  were  held 
on  the  hill  by  some  of  the  most  respectable  families  but  they 
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were  treated  with  much  lenity  and  kindness.  They  were  how¬ 
ever,  quite  numerous  in  the  northwestern  part  of  the  town  near 
what  is  now  Jamesville,  sundry  families  there,  as  the  De  Witts 
and  De  Puys  of  Dutch  extraction,  held  numbers  of  them,  and 
with  their  labor,  entered  largely  into  the  cultivation  of  tobac¬ 
co;  hence  it  was  that  Pompey  became  the  first  town  in  all 
Central  New  York  and  Western  New  York  that  was  defiled  with 
raising  of  this  filthy  and  poisonous  plant.” 

Major  Jacobus  De  Puy  died  April  22,  1813,  aged  40  years, 
7  months,  18  days.  His  wife,  Esther  died  December  20th  1834, 
aged  60  years,  8  months.  All  according  to  stones  in  this  old 
De  Witt  cemetary.  There  are  several  other  De  Puy  stones 
there. 


Another  sister,  Mary  De  Witt,  had  married  William 
Roosa  or  Rose,  May  17,  1774.  She  was  buried  in  Oakwood  in 
July  1839.  However  there  is  a  stone  in  the  De  Witt  cemetery 
to  Jesse  De  Witt  Rose,  who  died  June  10,  1828,  aged  30  yrs., 

1  month  and  3  days.  He  commanded  a  local  artillery  company 
in  1824  and  was  probably  the  brother  of  Moses  De  Witt  Rose, 
the  lawyer,  who  had  an  office  in  “Moorehouse  Flats,"  De  Witt, 
in  1808  and  was  afterwards  postmaster  at  Jamesville.  This 
Rose  family  was  a  numerous  one  and  several  of  its  members 
have  been  directors  of  the  Onondaga  Savings  Bank  in  years 
gone  by.  As  we  have  seen,  one  of  the  early  members  of  the 
family  attempted  to  Anglicize  the  good  old  Dutch  name  of 
Roosa  to  Rose.  The  Roosas  were  very  prominent  in  the  early 
settlement  of  the  New  Netherlands  and  those  who  have  retained 
the  name  are  proud  of  it.  Another  branch  of  the  family  settl¬ 
ing  in  Oneida  County  had  abbreviated  it  to  Rosa  but  some  of 
this  family  have  returned  to  the  original  spelling  as  they  had 
been  mistaken  for  Italian  extraction  and  much  preferred  to  re¬ 
main  Dutch.  This  tendency  to  a  change  in  spelling  and  the 
corruption  of  a  good  old  Dutch  name  had  also  been  noted  in 
the  case  of  that  famous  orator,  Chauncy  M.  De  Pew  or  Depew, 
whose  ancestors  were  of  the  De  Puys.  This  corruption  has 
not  occured  with  the  name  of  De  Witt.  The  name  has  been  De 
Witt  since  the  first  settler,  who  spelled  his  name  with  a  small 
“d”  as  follows,  TJERCK  CLAESSEN  de  WITT. 

Other  sisters  of  Major  Moses  De  Witt  married  members 
of  the  Cuddeback  family  of  Skaneatles,  one  living  for  a  time  on 
the  site  of  the  property  now  known  as  “Roosevelt  Hall"  and  at 
present  owned  by  William  Delevan.  Another  married  Timothy 
Coleman  of  Onondaga  Hill. 
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We  have  spoken  of  Rachel  who  married  Robert  Burnet 
and  it  should  be  noted  that  he,  at  his  death  was  the  last  of  the 
original  members  of  the  Society  of  the  Cincinnati  and  the 
last  living  officer  of  the  American  Army  in  the  Revolution. 

His  fourth  child,  Moses  De  Witt  Burnet,  was  born  January  13, 
1792  and  served  in  the  War  of  1812. 

Some  thought  should  be  taken  of  these  early  pioneers  of 
the  county  who  were  instrumental  in  its  development  and  its 
gladly  given  help  to  the  country  whenever  called  upon  to  meet 
an  emergency. 

This  old  De  Witt  cemetery  should  not  be  forgotten  and 
allowed  to  go  to  further  ruin.  It  could  have  been  acquired  at 
one  time  from  the  railroad  with  the  only  stipulation  “that  it 
would  be  improved  and  preserved  as  a  memorial  to  those 
buried  there.”  It  would  seem  logical  that  the  Town  of  De 
Witt,  the  County  of  Onondaga,  the  Onondaga  Historical  Asso¬ 
ciation,  the  Sons  and  Daughters  of  the  Revolution  and  the  des¬ 
cendants  of  these  early  pioneers,  if  any  are  living,  should  col¬ 
lectively  or  individually  form  a  committee  or  commttees  to 
look  into  the  matter  and  decide  what  steps  could  be  taken  to¬ 
wards  its  preservation. 


(Refer  to  page  l  6) 

Comments  by  WILLIAM  C.  DE  WITT,  City  Historian, 
for  the  City  of  Kingston,  N.  Y.  were  made  in  the  margin  of  the 
copy  sent  to  him  and  are  here  quoted  as  being  of  additional 
interest  to  the  record.  H.N.DeW. 


Opposite  the  top  paragraph  of  page  16  of  the  text  is  the  follow¬ 

ing: 

“This  accusation  was  explained  as  Tjerck  resided  out¬ 
side  the  village  in  the  fields  and  did  not  fear  the  Indians.  He 
sided  sympathetically  with  his  fellows  -  settled  outside  the 
stockade. 

“Emphasize  that  Capt.  Chambers  and  de  Witt  refused  to 
give  or  sell  liquor  to  the  Indians  who  secured  theirs  mostly 
from  the  Fort  Orange  (Albany)  section  against  the  protests  of 
Wiltwyck.”  W.C.D. 
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Then  opposite  the  last  paragraph  on  page  1  6  he  makes  the  fol¬ 
lowing  comment  although  I  have  never  seen  any  other  reference 
to  such  an  emigrant.  H.N.DeW. 

“Note  that  Jan  de  Witt  who  settled  on  long  Island  (Brook¬ 
lyn)  was  an  emigrant  from  Holland  later  than  Tjerck  Claessen 
de  Witt  but  became  prominent  as  the  first  miller  who  manu¬ 
factured  his  own  flour."  W.C.D. 

NOTE:  “The  Continental  Congress”  first  assembled  in  Septem¬ 
ber  1774  and  again  in  May  1775  as  an  advisory  council 
of  the  colonies,  but  eventually  became  the  central  gov¬ 
ernment  of  the  Union,  serving  as  such  until  it  was  su¬ 
perseded  on  March  4th,  1789  by  the  new  government 
under  the  Constitution. 

“The  Congress  of  the  Confederation"  was  so-called 
during  the  period  between  March  1st,  1781  and  March 
4th,  1789  because  during  that  period  the  United  States 
of  America  existed  as  a  nation  under  the  instrument 
of  government  called  “The  Articles  of  Confederation.” 
Therefore  the  Congress  of  the  Confederation  was  the 
Continental  Congress  and  all  descendants  of  Josiah 
Hornblower  may  rightfully  claim  descent  from  a  mem- 
bert  of  the  CONTINENTAL  CONGRESS.  H.N.DeW. 

(See  page  28). 
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Additional  information  of  the 
GASHERIE  FAMILY 

is  found  in  the  OLDE  ULSTER  MAGAZINE,  vol.6,  page  273 

as  follows: 

A  few  Kingston  Death  Notices 
Contributed  by  Chaplain  Roswell  Randall  Hoes,  USN 


“In  this  town,  on  Thursday  last,  Joseph  Gasherie,  Esq. 
Surrogate  of  the  county  of  Ulster,  aged  72  years  -  a  worthy 
and  respected  citizen,  and  an  undeviating  friend  to  the  liberties 
of  man."  (From  the  Plebeian  of  Kingston,  17th  January,  1806.) 

Joseph  Gasherie  was  a  son  of  Jan  Gasherie  and  Maria 
Hasbrouck  (who  were  married  in  New  Paltz  on  the  14th  of 
October  1734),  and  was  bapt.  in  New  York  on  4th  of  April,  1736. 
His  mother  was  a  sister  of  Abraham  Hasbrouck  (grandfather 
of  the  late  Hon.  Abram  Bruyn  Hasbrouck),  and  of  Colonel 
Jonathan  Hasbrouck  whose  homested  was  the  present  “Wash¬ 
ington’s  Headquarters”  in  Newburgh  and  who  died  there  on  the 
31st  of  July  1780.  Joseph  Gasherie  was  married  in  New  York 
on  the  16th  October  1767  to  Cathrine  Wynkoop,  and  passed 
most  of  his  adult  life  in  Kingston.  His  will  is  dated  24th  May, 
1805  and  was  proved  on  the  28th  March,  1806.  He  succeeded 
General  George  Clinton  as  Surrogate  of  Ulster  County  on  the 
25th  June,  1766  and  continued  as  such  until  he  became  a  sena¬ 
tor  in  the  7th,  8th,  9th,  and  10th  Legislatures  of  the  State  of 
New  York  -  January  1784  to  April  1787.  During  a  portion  of 
this  time  he  was  a  member  of  the  “Council  of  Appointment”  of 
the  State.  Afterwards  made  surrogate  until  his  death.  He  re¬ 
sided  in  one  of  the  old  stone  houses,  still  standing,  on  the 
north  side  of  North-Front  Street  between  Crown  and  Green 
Streets.  His  grandfather  was  Jean  (in  Dutch  Jan)  Gasherie 
whose  wife  was  Judith  Dale.  They  had  at  least  5  children, 
three  of  whom  were  baptised  in  Kingston  and  two  in  the  French 
Church  in  New  York.  Stepanus  Gasherie,  the  brother  of  this 
Jean  (both  of  whom  were  naturalized  in  England  on  15th  of 
April  1687),  was  born  in  Marinnes,  France,  24  miles  south  of 
La  Rochelle,  in  France,  and  married  in  Kingston  in  1699  to 
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Engeltje  (daughter  of  Hendrick  Jochemse  Schoonmaker),  who 
was  bapt.  in  Kingston  on  18th  of  March,  1663.  Stephen  Gash- 
erie  held  the  office  of  sheriff  of  Ulster  County  from  October, 
1693  to  April  1696.  On  the  10th  of  August,  1704  he  was  “im¬ 
proved  and  licensed”  by  Lord  Cornbury,  the  Colonial  Governor 
of  New  York  and  the  embittered  enemy  and  prosecutor  of  the 
Dutch  Church  at  Kingston,  “to  read  the  service  of  the  Low 
Dutch  Church  at  Kingstowne,  in  the  county  of  Ulster  from 
time  to  time  until  you  receive  further  orcjers  from  me;  and 
you  are  hereby  likewise  empowered  and  licensed  to  keep  a 
reading  and  writing  school  at  Kingstowne  aforesaid,  until  you 
receive  orders  from  me  to  the  contrary.” 

An  illustration  of  the  Joseph  Gasherie  House  on 
page  275  of  vol.  6,  “OLDE  ULSTER” 
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FAMILY  NAMES 


NOTE:  The  year  of  birth  has  been  given  after  each  name  where  possible  to 
avoid  confusion  where  there  are  two  or  more  people  of  the  same 
name  and  to  make  it  easier  to  place  the  individual  in  the  proper 
generation.  When  an  “m"  or  "d”  preceeds  the  date  it  signifies  date 
of  marriage  or  date  of  death  and  is  used  in  some  cases  when  the 
date  of  birth  is  not  known. 

DE  WITT  names  are  followed  by  a  number  such  as  “(5)”  to  designate 
the  individual’s  generation  after  TJERCK  CLAESSEN  DE  WITT  (1).  GASH- 
ERIE  DE  WITT  II  is  (7).  As  we  here  list  all  the  latter’s  descendants,  all 
names  following  his  in  direct  descent  are  numbered  as  follows:  #1,  #2,  #3, 
etc.  Page  numbers  are  given  1,  2,  3,  etc.  Some  names  have  several  pages 
references . 

Following  the  “FAMILY  NAMES"  are  names  mentioned  but  not  direct¬ 
ly  connected  with  the  family.  Then  follows  an  INDEX  of  Towns,  schools, 
colleges,  ships,  reference  books,  events,  etc. 


DATE 

PAGE 

DATE 

PAGE 

ADAMS, 

BREAM, 

Paul 

1863 

92 

Hazel 

1912 

71.  94 

Paul  Garfield 

1900 

68, 

92 

John  Herman 

1881 

94 

ANDRIESSEN, 

BREESTEDE 

BARBARA 

1630  4, 

11, 

17 

Elsie  Janse 

27 

BROADHEAD,  Charles 

24 

BARNES,  Kathryn 

Mary 

1699 

24 

(Havens) 

102 

BURNET,  Mary  d. 

1836 

30 

BATES 

Dr.  William,  Jr. 

30 

Frederick  Harris 

1862 

69 

Laura  Ryan 

1894 

104 

CAMPBELL, 

Susan  Townley 

1884 

49, 

69 

Marie  Stuart 

44,  59 

BERRY,  Annatje 

23 

CHAMBERLAIN, 

BIXBY, 

Jesse  Mark 

1893 

104 

Dr.  Edward  Welks 

1886 

99 

Joseph  Bates, 

Hetty  Lonsdale 

1920 

79, 

99 

Captain 

1918 

84,  104 

BODLEY,  John 

25 

Kathleen  Laura  #76 

1944 

105 

BORGARDUS, 

CHAMPION 

Cornelius,  Sr. 

1640 

21 

Sarah  Ann 

1864 

92 

Cornelius,  Jr.  d. 

1707 

21 

CHRISTOPHER, 

Everardus  (Rev.) 

21 

Joanne 

1919 

74,  96 

BRASIER,  Lucas 

27 

CLAESSEN,  Taatje 

17 
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DATE  PAGE 

CLINTON, 


Governor  De  Witt 

24 

General  James 

24 

CLOW,  Madge 

1861 

89 

COERTEN, 

Mar  garetta 

28 

COBB,  Kate 

1926 

78 

CORNELISSEN, 

Annetje 

21 

CRANE,  Hannah  d. 

1823 

29 

CROWLEY,  Marie  M. 

50,  73 

CROCKETT,  George 

78,  93 

CUNNINGHAM, 

Evelyn 

1900 

100 

DA  PUI,  Nicholas 

25 

Nicholas,  Jr. 

26 

John 

26 

Moses 

26 

DECKER,  Tietje  Janse 

23 

DELVA,  Annatje 

21 

Anthony 

21 

DE  PUY, 

Benjamin  m. 

1719 

26 

Benjamin 

1728 

26 

Catherine  m. 

1722 

26 

Cornelius 

25 

Jacobus  m. 

172  5 

26 

Maria 

1735 

25 

Moses  m. 

1716 

26 

DE  RIEMER, 

Elizabeth 

28 

Huybert 

28 

Huybert,  Jr. 

28 

Isaac 

28 

Isaac,  Mayor  N.  Y. 

1700 

28 

Machtelt 

28 

Margaret 

28 

Pieter 

1645 

28 

DE  WITT  FAMILY 

Aagje  (or  Aaghie)  (2) 

1684 

22 

Abraham  Jansen  (6) 

1802 

27 

Alice  Cornelia  #6 

1863 

45,  65 

Andries  (2)  Capt. 

1657 

11,  20, 

22,  17 

Andries  (3) 

1697 

24 

Andries  (3) 

1704 

24,  25 

Andries  (4) 

1  732 

25 

Andries  A.  Jr.  (5) 

1764 

26 

DATE 

PAGE 

DE  WITT  FAMILY  Cont’d. 

Andries 

1727 

24 

Anna  Maria  (7) 

1820 

32 

Barbara  (Andriessen) 

1630 

4,  11,17 

Barbara 

1686 

23 

Barbara  (3) 

1689 

23 

Catrina  (4) 

1741 

25 

Charles,  Colonel  (4 

1727 

24 

Cornelius 

1623 

7,  8 

Cornelius  (5) 

26 

Cornelius  (6) 

1792 

27 

Dina  (5) 

26 

Egbert  B.  (3) 

1699 

24 

Eli  (5) 

26 

Elizabeth  Gasherie 

(7) 

1831 

32 

Elizabeth  Sleeper  (8)  #9 

1871 

2,  45,  65 

Emma  Alice  #44 

1914 

83,  102 

Emmerentie  (1)  abt 

.  1621 

10 

Ephraim  (5) 

26 

Gasherie,  Dr,  (6)  1790 

27,  31,  33 

Gasherie  II.  (7)  1822 

2,  32,  33,  36,  37,  40,  41 

45,  50. 

Gasherie  HI.  #5  1860 

44,  57,  59,  61,  62 


Geerten  (4)  1739  25 

Geertruy  (2)  1668  20 

George  G.,  Jr.  5 

Harold  Nichols  #18  1887  3,  61, 82 

Helen  (7)  1835  32 

Helen  Lucile  #43  1913  83 

Helen  Maria  #2  1853 

44,  49,  50,  51,  54,  58 
Helena  (3)  1695  24 

Henry  (4)  1747  25 

Henry  (5)  26 

Ida  Christiana  #1  1850  44 

Jacob  (2)  abt.  1669  21 

Jacob  (3)  1684  23 

Jacob  (3)  1691  23 

Jacob  (5)  26 

Jacob  Rutsen  (Capt.)  24 

Jacob  Westfall  of  Pa.  10 

James  G.  36 

Jan  of  Holland  1625 
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DE  WITT  FAMILY  Cont’d. 

DE  WITT  FAMILY  Cont’d. 

Jan  (2) 

1666 

20 

Tjerck  (2)  abt. 

1676 

22 

Jan  Claessen  (1)  d 

.  1699 

10 

Tjerck  (3) 

1683 

23 

Jane  Zabriskie  (7) 

1829 

32 

Wiljen  (4) 

1733 

25 

Jannetje  (2) 

1662 

20 

William  (5) 

26 

Jannetjen  (4) 

1735 

25 

William  C.  (8) 

2, 

16, 

24 

Jeanne  Phelps  #46 

1925  84,  106 

William  Hornblower 

(7) 

Jennie  Dowling 

1830 

2 

1834 

32 

Jennie  Josephine  #4  1858 

DOWLING 

16,  44, 

59,  60 

George  Thomas,  D.D. 

Johannes  (3) 

1701 

24 

44,  51, 

60,  69 

John  (5) 

26 

Jennie  Langridge 

1830 

John  Dowling  #8 

1869 

45,  68 

32,  36, 

41, 

42 

Joseph  Coerten  Hornblower 

(7) 

John,  Rev.  D.D.  32, 

36,  41, 

42, 

68 

1840 

33 

John,  Dr.  MD 

44 

Josiah  Hornblower 

(7) 

DUBOIS 

1824  32, 

36,  41 

Blandina 

24 

Julia  Dyer  #7 

1867 

45,  67 

DUPUI,  John  (see  DePuy) 

25 

Klaes  (2) 

1664 

20 

Moses  (see  DePuy) 

25 

Klaes  (3) 

1688 

23 

Nicholas  (see  DePuy) 

25 

Leve  (4) 

1754 

25 

Nicholas,  Jr. 

Levi  (5) 

26 

(see  DePuy) 

25 

Lewis  (6) 

1804 

27 

DURYEE 

Lewis  Andries  (7) 

1826 

32 

Joseph  Woodward  d. 

1854 

6  5 

Lilia  Dowling 

1855 

44 

Matilda  Leverich 

45, 

65 

Lucas  (2)  abt. 

1673 

21 

EGBERTSEN 

Maria  (3) 

1693 

23 

Egbert  Meindertse 

20, 

22 

Maria  (4) 

1750 

25 

Jannetje 

1664 

20, 

22 

Maria  (6) 

1796 

27 

Marion  #24 

1906 

68,  92 

Marritje  (2)  abt. 

1677 

22 

FISHER,  Cecelia  Douglas 

102 

Mary  (5) 

24 

FUNKE 

Mathew  T.  E. 

7 

Carl  Heinrich 

1913 

98 

May 

1894 

62 

Carl  Heinrich  Jr.  #66 

Moses  (5) 

24,  26 

1940 

98 

Nicholas,  Dr.  pre. 

1600 

10,  17 

Carl  Herman 

79 

Orren  Staples  #19 

1892 

61,  87 

Charles  Henry 

98 

Peek  (2)  abt. 

1675 

22 

Jennifer  DE  WITT  #69 

Peter  (6) 

1851 

23 

1946 

98 

Petrus  (4) 

23 

Peter  Torry  #67 

1941 

98 

Rachel  (2)  abt. 

1671 

21 

Richard  Hendler  #68 

1943 

98 

Ruth  F r isbie 

1885 

82 

FRISBIE 

Ruth  Fr isbie  #45 

1920 

84,  104 

Ruth  Lucile 

1885 

61, 

82 

Simeon  (5) 

24,  26 

Willard  James 

1848 

61, 

82 

Tjaatje  (2) 

1659 

15,  20 

Taatje  Claessen 

17 

GASHERIE 

Thammes  (4) 

1744 

25 

Abraham 

27 

Thomas  (5) 

26 

Elsie 

27 

Tjerck  Claessen  (1)  1620 

1,  4,  10 

Jan 

27 

11,  12,  13,  14,  15,  16, 

17,  18,  20,  21,  28 

Joseph 

27 
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DATE 

PAGE 

DATE  PAGE 

GASHERIE  FAMILY  Cont’d. 

HOLROYD 

Judick 

27 

Annie 

1873 

93 

Mary 

176  7 

26,  27 

HORNBLOWER  FAMILY 

Stephen  came  to  America 

Christiana 

1775 

30 

1699 

26 

Christiana 

1795  27, 

31 

GAUTIER 

Elizabeth 

1764 

29 

Thomas  Brown,  Dr. 

31 

Elizabeth 

1793 

31 

GILBERT 

Henry  Coerten 

1771 

30 

F  rancis 

1855 

90 

Henry  Merselis 

1797 

31 

Mary  Fidelia 

1907 

67,  90 

James 

1761 

29 

GRAVENRACT 

James  Kip 

1806 

31 

Elizabeth 

28 

Jane 

1811 

31 

GROOT, 

J  onathan 

1769 

30 

Susanna 

24 

J  oseph 

1696  28, 

42 

GOUVERNEUR 

Joseph 

1756 

29 

Nicholas 

28 

Joseph  Coerten 

1777 

Chief  Justice,  Supreme  Court 

HARVEY  FAMILY 

of  New  Jersey 

30 

Hazel  #15 

1887 

59,  78 

Josiah,  brought  1st 

steam  engine 

Henry  Harrison 

1840 

to  America  and  member,  Con- 

44, 

59,  60 

gress  of  the  Confederation 

Jameson 

44,  59 

28 

Josephine  #16 

1891 

59,  79 

Josiah 

176  7 

Lucille  #17 

1900 

60,  81 

27,  30, 

31 

Marjorie  #14 

1886 

59,  7 4 

Josiah 

1792 

31 

HASBROUCK 

Mar  gar  etta 

1758 

29 

Joseph 

27 

Rebecca 

1762 

29 

Mary 

27 

W  illiam 

1759 

29 

HATFIELD 

William 

1765 

29 

Dr.  Elizabeth,  MD 

44, 

49,  53 

William  J.V.H. 

1809 

31 

HAVENS 

HURD 

Barry  DE  WITT  #74 

Eleanor 

1902 

101 

Adopted 

1946 

103 

HUSSEY,  ANNA 

26 

Donald  Mac  Intosh 

102 

HUTCHINGS 

Frank  Duncan,  Lt.  Cmdr. 

Nathaniel  William 

1891 

81 

1909 

83,  102 

F rank  Morgan 

102 

JANS 

George 

102 

Anneke 

20, 

21 

George  Douglas 

102 

JANSE 

HENDLER 

Elsie 

21 

Helene 

98 

JANSEN 

HENDRICKSE 

Hendyick  (Kortreght) 

22 

Margaret 

20 

Mattys,  (Van  Keuren)  Capt. 

20 

HENDRICKSEN 

JAY,  Ella 

79 

Hendrick  (Kortreght) 

22 

JENS,  Jaepse 

22 

HETHCOCK,  John 

78,  92 

JUSTIN  FAMILY 

HILLEB RANTS 

Barbara  Ann  #57 

1934 

94 

Jannetje 

21 

Charles  Townley  #28 

HOFFMAN 

1918  71 

95 

Mar  tinus 

10 

Elizabeth 

1888 

52 
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'  DATE  PAGE 

DATE 

PAGE 

JUSTIN  FAMILY,  Cont’d. 

LANGENDYCK  FAMILY 

Cont’d. 

Frederick  DE  WITT,  Major  #26 

Maria  Janse 

26 

1911  71, 

94 

LANGRIDGE 

Gilbert  Warren  #31  1922  73, 

95 

Cornelia  d. 

1832 

Glenn  DE  WITT  #58  1941 

94 

32, 

36,  42 

Helen  DE  WITT  #27  1915 

71 

LASH 

Ira  Hatfield  #12  1885 

Evangeline 

74 

50,  52, 

72 

LEE 

Irene  DE  WITT  #29  1938 

72 

Charles  Carroll 

1902 

101 

Jennie  #  1  1  1883  49. 

52 

Cynthia 

1927  81,  101 

Jennie  #30  1920  73, 

95 

LEVERICH 

Joel  Bates  #25  1907  71, 

93 

Cornelia  d. 

1850 

65 

Joel  Gilbert,  MD  1851 

LOVETT 

44,  49,  50,  53, 

56 

F  ranees 

27 

Joel  DE  WITT  #10  1881 

49,  50,  52,  69 

MAC  INTOSH 

Joel  Redfearn#54  1936 

93 

Alexander 

102 

Joel  Winchester,  MD 

Margaret  Douglas 

102 

44,  49,  50, 

53 

Me  PHERSON 

Nancy  DE  WITT  #55  1938 

93 

Maria 

102 

Susan  Holroyd  #56  1941 

93 

MAKLIN 

Warren  Lathrop  #13  1892 

Jan 

22 

50,  52, 

73 

MARSELISEN 

Pieter 

30 

KIERSTED 

MATTYSSEN 

Hans 

20 

Mattys  (Van  Keuren) 

20 

Roeloff,  Dr. 

20 

MEEKER  FAMILY 

W  ynt  j  e 

20 

Edward  DE  WITT,  Major  #23 

KINGSLAND 

1904 

67,  90 

Kingsland 

Gilbert  DE  WITT  #50 

Edmund  William 

29 

1933 

91 

Elizabeth 

28 

Joseph 

45,  67 

Margaret  1773 

29 

Louis  Edward 

1853 

45,  67 

William,  Colonel 

28 

Mary  Langridge  #22 

1903 

67,  89 

KINNEY 

Robert  Prindle  #51 

1936 

90 

John,  Major 

30 

MERSELIS 

Mary  Ann  m.1840 

30 

Annetje 

1773 

27,  30 

KIP 

Merselis 

30 

Elizabeth  1781 

29 

MINER 

Henry 

29 

Helen  Lea 

1890 

99 

James  H. 

29 

KIRKPATRICK 

NICHOLS 

Samuel 

25 

Helen  Ida 

1862 

KORTREGHT 

45, 

61,  62 

Hendrick  Hendricksen 

22 

Helen  M. 

1835 

61 

Hendrick  Janson 

22 

John  H. 

1814 

45,  61 

NICKERSON 

LADY 

Henry  Cobb 

1882 

59,  78 

Minnie  Ellen  1880 

94 

Luodon  d. 

1893 

78 

LANGENDYCK  FAMILY  next  col 

Margaret  # 36 

1924 

78,  98 
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DATE 

PAGE 

DATE 

PAGE 

NICKERSON  FAMILY, 

C  ont’d. 

RUSSELL  FAMILY,  Cont’d. 

Nancy  #35 

1918 

78,  97 

John  Burnet 

81 

NORRIS 

John  Burnet,  Jr.  1897 

60, ,81 

Rodney 

1918 

73,  95 

John  Burnet  III,  Lt.  #41 

NOTTINGHAM 

1923 

81,  101 

Bridgen 

24,  25 

John  Burnet  IV  1948 

101 

Mary 

1704 

24 

RUTSEN 

William 

24,  25 

Margaret 

24,  25 

PAWLING 

SANDT, 

Anne 

1687 

23 

Helen  Elaine  1847 

45,  68 

Henry 

22,  23 

SCHOOLEY 

Jan 

1681 

22 

F  annie 

81 

PEER 

SCHOONMAKER 

Alfred  J. 

1896 

6  7,  89 

Benjamin  m.  1722 

26 

Anita  M.  #48 

1927 

89 

Deborah  1684 

23 

Arthur  M. 

1863 

89 

Egbert  Hendricksen 

23 

Mariella  Josephine  #49 

Elizabeth  m.  1719 

26 

1931 

89 

Elsie 

26 

PHELPS 

Engeltje 

26 

Emma  Stevens 

1848 

61,  82 

Hendrick  Hendricksen 

PRINDLE 

1665 

20,  27 

Gertrude  Elizabeth 

1874 

90 

Hendrick  Jochemsen 

20,  26 

Jochem 

21,  26 

REDFEARN 

Margaret  m.  1716 

26 

Ernest 

1870 

93 

Sarah  m.  1725 

26 

Annie 

1910 

71,  93 

SCHUYLER 

RIECHEL 

Arent  J. 

29 

John  H. 

1866 

73 

John  Arent  1779 

29 

Sophia 

1897 

50,  73 

John,  Colonel 

29 

ROELOFFSE 

SEATON 

Sarah 

20 

Margaret  1828 

45,  61 

ROGAN 

SIMONS 

Anne 

1888 

96 

Grace  Nina  1922 

80,  100 

ROOSA 

John  Lemuel 

96 

Albert  Heymanse 

20,  22 

Margaret  Constance 

96 

Ikee  or  (Aaghe) 

20 

Seward  Churchyard  1890 

100 

Jan,  Sr. 

23 

SMITH 

Jan,  Jr. 

1692 

23 

Andries  DE  WITT,  Capt.  #34 

Neeltje 

22,  23 

1921 

74,  97 

ROMBOUTS 

Barbara  DE  WITT  #60 

F  rancois 

21 

1941 

96 

ROMEYN 

Ernest  Gray,  Colonel 

James  V.  C.,  Rev. 

32 

1873 

59,  74 

Sarah 

1814 

32 

Hiram  Wolfe,  Capt. 

74 

ROSEKRANS 

Harrison  Harvey  #32 

Hendrick 

21 

1915 

74,  96 

RUSSELL  FAMILY 

Lois  Gray  #33  1916 

74,  97 

Cynthia  #71 

1945 

101 

Marjorie  Harvey  #61 

Jane  DE  WITT  #42 

1924 

81,  101 

1943 

96 
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DATE 

PAGE 

DATE 

PAGE 

SMITH  FAMILY,  Cont’d. 

TROMMELS 

Mary  E. 

45,  74 

Ariantje 

20 

Susan  Christopher  #62 

TUNIS, 

1946 

96 

Maria 

22 

STAATS 

Edward  A. 

1843 

45,  68 

VAN  AKEN 

Mabel  Llewellyn 

1878 

45,  68 

Catherine 

25 

STAPLES 

VAN  BENSCHOTEN 

Orren  George 

1834 

Ger  rit 

21 

59, 

61,  62,  89,  77 

VAN  BUREN 

STEGEMAN 

Hillegond 

23 

Margaret 

1871 

73 

VANDENBERG 

STEENWYCK 

Marytje  Janse 

22 

Cornelis 

28 

VAN  KAMPEN 

SWITS 

Heyltje 

1700 

23 

Abraham,  Colonel 

24 

Jan 

23 

C  ornelis 

24 

VAN  KEUREN 

C  ornelius 

1651 

20 

Mattys  Mattyssen 

20 

Cornelius  Claessen 

20 

Mattys  Jansen 

20 

Isaac 

24 

VAN  LEUVEN 

Jacob 

1695 

24 

Johannes 

23 

VAN  RENNSELAER 

TELLER 

Catherine 

29 

Helena 

1645 

21 

Robert 

29 

William  d 

.1701 

21 

VERNOOY 

TEN  BROECK 

Cornelis  C. 

21 

Maria 

24 

Grietje 

21 

THOMAS 

VLIERBOOM 

Jane  Winslow 

1902 

50,  72 

Elisabet 

30 

John  Richardson 

1857 

72 

VREDENBERG 

THORNTON 

Antje 

21 

Eva  St.  Clair 

61 

WARD 

TORREY 

Bernese  (Virginia). 

1893 

61,  87 

Benjamin  Harvey  #40 

Jane 

87 

1925 

80,  100 

Elizabeth 

87 

Douglas  Jay 

1888 

59,  79 

WATERMAN 

Helen  Lonsdale  #64 

1943 

99 

Phoebe 

25 

James  Harvey,  Lt. 

Cmdr . 

#38 

WATERS 

1917 

79,  99 

Har  riette 

1897 

66,  88 

James  Humphry 

79 

Nelson 

88 

Josephine  Harvey  #65 

WEBBER 

1946 

99 

Catherine  Hansen 

22 

Patrica  #37 

1915 

79,  98 

WEBSTER  FAMILY 

Peter,  Ensign  #39 

1922 

80,  100 

Charles,  Rev. 

65 

Peter  Seward 

1947 

100 

Dorothy  Leverich  #20 

TOWN 

1892 

66 

Hannah 

1791 

31 

Edwin  Schuyler 

1873 

89 

TOWNLEY 

Howard  DE  WITT  #21 

Edith  Marie 

1861 

69 

1897 

66,  88 
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DATE 

PAGE 

DATE 

PAGE 

WEBSTER  FAMILY,  Cont’d. 

WINSLOW 

John,  Gov.  of  Conn. 

65 

Mary  Mor ris 

1863 

72 

William  Herbert  1858 

45,  65 

WYNKOOP 

William  Schuyler  #47 

Cornelius 

26 

1929 

88,  106 

Maria 

26 

WEINER, 

97 

Barbara 

97 

ZABRISKIE 

Philip,  Dr. 

32 

END  OF  FAMILY  NAMES 
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Other  Than  Family  Names 


PAGE  PAGE 


Anthony,  Susan  B. 

41 

Jay,  John 

24 

Andros,  Governor 

17 

Jochemsen,  Hendrick 

13, 

14 

Artois,  F ranee 

25 

Kraeger,  Capt.  Martin 

15 

Beekman,  Col.  Henry 

22 

Brokaw,  Rev.  Ralph  W. 

60 

Lincoln,  Pres.  Abraham 

37, 

41 

Louis  XIV  of  France 

9 

Cadwallader,  Lambert 

29 

Lovelace,  Governor  Francis 

17, 

18 

Chambers,  Capt.  Thomas  12,  13, 

20 

Charles  II 

8 

McClellan,  General 

41 

Churchill,  Winston  8, 

102 

Miles,  Gen.  Nelson  A. 

57 

Cornelison,  Rev.  John 

31 

Morse,  Samuel 

37 

Cromwell,  Oliver  1654 

8 

Neissen,  Sergt.  Christian 

14, 

15 

Dagwell,  Bishop  B.  J. 

103 

Nelson,  William 

29 

de  Hutter,  Madame 

17 

Nicolls,  Coll. 

18 

De  Mott,  Jacob 

22 

Depew,  Sen.  Chauncy  M. 

25 

Ogden,  David  B. 

30 

Dongan,  Col.  Thomas 

Orange,  Prince  of 

9 

(Governor -General) 

17 

Drisius,  Dominie  Samuel 

28 

Perkins,  Maria  Sampson 

44 

Duer,  William 

24 

Dumas,  Alexandre 

10 

Queen  of  Holland 

10 

Elbertsen,  Elbert 

28 

Redding,  Cyrus 

28 

Evans,  Thomas  G. 

17 

Roosevelt  Family 

10 

Roosevelt,  Theodore 

87 

Field,  Hon.  Richard  S. 

30 

Farr,  Maria  Hartong 

6 

Schrum,  Capt.  Reuben  W. 

102 

Schuyler,  Col.  Petrus 

22 

Geisy,  Rev.  Dr.  Charles 

62 

Swartwout,  Roelof 

14 

Grant,  Pres.  Ulysses  S. 

37 

Steele,  Dr.  Thomas 

31 

Gurry,  Rev.  Moultrie 

104 

Symmes,  John  Cleves 

29 

Gysbertsen,  Albert 

14 

Slegh,  Cornelius  B. 

13 

Hardenbergh,  Major  Johannis 

4 

Taft,  Judge  Alphonso 

1 

Harvey,  Oscar  Jewell 

59 

Taft,  Pres.  William  H. 

1 

Hobart,  Capt.  Daniel 

11 

Talmage,  Rev.  T.  De  Witt,  DD 

Holcomb,  Rev.  49 

53 

28,  34,  37, 

38, 

40 

Hudson,  Hendrick 

10 

Van  Houten,  Cornelius 

36 

Iviney,  Rev.  Joseph 

42 

Van  Imbrobh,  Gilbert 

14 
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Van  Loon,  Gerard  7 

Van  Schaler,  Louis  Hasbrouck  4 
Vernooy,  Jacob  23 

von  Floto  10 

Vroom,  Hendrick  23 

Waldeck,  Prince  George  of  10 


PAGE 


Welles,  Phillip,  Surveyor  17 

West,  Rev.  Ebenezer  42 

William  the  Conqueror  in  1066  42 

William  II  of  Orange  8,  9 

Webster,  Rev.  Melville  R.  65 

Webster,  William  Holcomb  65 

Wilson,  Woodrow  87 
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of  Events,  Reference  Books,  Schools  &  Colleges,  Ships,  Towns,  etc. 


PAGE 


Albany,  N.  Y. 

11, 

17 

American  Institute  of  Con¬ 

sulting  Engineers 

70 

American  Legion 

72 

American  Radio  Relay  League 

90 

American  Society  of  Civil 

En- 

gineer s 

70, 

93 

Ashton- under-Syne,  Eng. 

93 

Amsterdam,  Holland 

11.  17, 

31 

Andros,  Governor 

17 

Army  of  the  Potomac 

41 

Arsenal  on  the  Heights,  The  Old 

31 

Automotive  Engineers,  Society  of 

90 

Barbadoes,  Island  of 

11 

Beest,  Holland 

30 

Belleville,  New  Jersey  33,  37, 

41 

44,  45,  53,  59,  61,  65,  62,  63  etc. 

Berean  Baptist  Church 

43 

Bergen,  New  Jersey 

27,  31, 

37 

Bergen  County,  N.  J. 

27, 

28 

Bermuda 

81 

"Black  Tulip  The" 

(La  Tulipe  Noir) 

10 

Broadway  Baptist  Church 

43 

Brockville,  Ont.  Can. 

61 

Brooklyn  TabernacLe 

38, 

39 

Butterfly  Shop 

45 

Camden,  New  York 

61, 

82 

Camden,  A  History  of  the 

T  own  of 
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